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ALMERIA. 



• John Hobgkinson was an eminent 
ttd wealthy Yarkis^ire grazier, who had no 
children of his own, but who had brought 
vp^ in his &inily, Almeria TurnbuU, the 
da.'^ghter of his wife by a former husband, 
u Mr. Tumbull. Mn Tnmbull had also 
been a grasder, but had not been suocessfiil 
m the management of his affiurs, therefore 
lie could not leave his* daughter any for* 
tune ; and at the death of her mother she 
becnne entirely dependent on h^ &ther- 
i]i4aw. Old Hodgkinson was a whimsical 
nail, who, except in eating and drinking, 
had no inclination to spend any part dT the 
£vtune he had made; but, enjoying the 
eonsequence which money confers, endea* 
Toored to increase this importance by keep* 
kig all his acquaintance in uncertainty, as 
to what he called his ^< testav^tntary di^ 
p0$kiom.'* Sometimes he hinted, tlmt his 
i^»p-dai^hter should be a match f(»: tl^ 
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S ALMERIA. 

proudest riband in Englaiid^ sometimes he 
declared, that hp did. Ppt ^itow df^what use 
money could be to a woman, except to make 
her a prey to a fortune-hunter, an^ that his 
gM dboiild sot be 1^ in a vafF 4ai>e )iiqpad. 

AaiOfh»iddughl<r's«idbi»tiffnytbaA jmSwk 
iiS^ in vfhkh he did not mter&rtt^ tdl tbA 
he wished was, that th^ girl dMulii:bek(|i 
httmble;^ and hare na fine boCioiis pot . wit 
heirheadyBor my ^comsDunikzatun ,^th fitt 
peof^ He kept QMVi{)att]^ oeif i^th mut 
of his o^u scot ; and as he had^w taalierfitf 
a&T kind of lit^ratJurei Aku^ia's^tini^ w^uU 
hate hung rathev heavy nfm Iter : hmkn 
had ^ been totally coofined t^ Im sqewf^ 
b«t» ibrtwiAtely £» ber, then^ lihrod im tim 
pieighbotirhood an eUorly gtuii^mm «mI 
his dai^hlseir^ whom, hex fatiber alkrwed lunf 
to viaifu Mi. Elmour was a tomitiy ^fm 
tteman of a »odemte fbitune, sisxe^pmiMm 
fimtily, a^Qd of a. naort amiaMet ckattwterr 
betwesn hia daftgjiier fiUenLaiuiMiss Tmmi 
bii& the$e.hiid stibsistecl aai intimacy ^m 
their earliest childhood. The ptafesmnft 
nf this friendshim had hitfaexto hem. mmh 
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i^ 1|^»nfi9t i»i iiie ptft of Almena; the 
IKOQ&.wew^ perhapi^ the atrettgest or the 
eids #f $21ezk Miss EInmir, a$ the daiigk^ 
tor of ill geEtleman^ whose &mily had heen 
lo8|^ vetkkd lit the eemxixy, was ntther more 
WuHertd than Miss TumbuU^ who was 
the: daMgbteff of a gifasoer, whose isioney had 
hydt lately raked him to the level of gen-* 
tility. Aft Mr. £lmoar's house Ahneria 
hadaa ^pwtmiiiy df being tn miac^ better 
wfBs^BAj thatt she -ccmld ever have seea at 
her fathet'a;. better company in every re^ 
qpeet^hirt dadSyin the popular, or inore . 
jfm^}g ift the aristoeratic, sense of the 
tMBaxki\ :har.visks< had conseciHeBtly been 
J^vg^ift^dfriB^eat; she appeared to have 
^ pf^fatf taste for rdKn^aeat in manners 
Mid.eeft^¥satio&9 and often dejdored thd 
^pfK^t shefdlt €^ these at home* She ex* 
ywnfladi a strong desire to ac^nire infermia^ 
tifmi aild to im^ove herse¥ iix every dfe^ 
^Bt Meossplishmeilt ; and Ellen^^ who was 
«f H efa^atfterfair-silperio]; to the Httfe meaftr^ 
nam ^ female eompetitioa amd jealeusy; 
fibaaed with h^ friend all the advants^ 
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4 ALMeitlA. 

of her sitontion. Old Ho^^iniofi lieter 
li8d any books in his house, bttt sudl* lui 
Almeria borrowed from Mir. Ehnmir^slibftu 
ry« Ellen oonsitantly sent Miss TfotibltSl 
all the new publications whieh hi&r fallkeir 
got from town— she copied for her frietfd 
the new mtisic with which she was supplied^ 
showed har every new drawing inp^ priBt^ 
gave her the advantage of the lessons she 
received from an excellent drawing itiaster, 
and let her into those little mysteries of art 
which masters sometimes sell so dear. "^^ ^ 

9 

This was done with perfect readniess and 
inmplicity: Ellen never seemed^ c^Hicioui 
that she was bestowing a favou)' $ blifi «p- 
peitred to consider what she did ad ftatleia 
of course, or as the necessary eonHeqtieMet 
4^ friendship. Bbe tf^ated her '6Amd M 
all times, and in all companies, witli (iMrf; 
uniform attention and e^ualky of mami^, 
which most people profess, and which so 
few have strength of mind tO' pyaetide. 
Almeria expressed, and ptob&blf at iMs 
tiine felt, unbounded gratitude and aifco* 
tion for Ellen ; indeed her expressions wMa 



/; 



.ALMSRIA* S 

iMi^iaiw fio vdi6ment» that Miw Ehnoiv 
)ram«4 . her for beiiig romantic. Almeria 
sno iaj cfedared^ that «he should wish to 
jp9%aU the days of her life at Elmour Grove, 
vitMiit iseeins ^7 other human creature^ 
Imi hei; firieod and her fiiend's &ther. 

*^ Your imagination deedves you» my 
dear Alxaeaa," said BUeOt smiling. — *^ It 
is my hearty not my imagination, that 
iqfln^'' sfid Algeria, laying hex ha»d upon 
.tier heaft» or upon the place where she &xi^ 
xati her heart pn^t to he. 
f '^vYoMr understanding will, perhaps,' 
j^^0tk 4 dlffiSmnt lang^iage hy-and-liy, and 
.yiQpu jieaprt will not be the worse for it, my 
^gnfA youpg lady," said old. Mr. Elmour. 
. Aimm, persisted eren to tears; and it 
;«BfB iSot titt yoiwg Mr. Elmour came,hom9, 
atfd tiH she;ha4 ispait a few wedks in his 
^Mapaiiy» that ^he he^vf to admit that 
,ihM9 Vi» the numbar sacred to friendship. 
fie^^piek Elmouf' was a man of honour, 
tfilhMliS, qttrit, and of a decided character i 
Jm fwa$ escfareq^ly fond of Ins siistc^, andTs^ 
.prepossessed in farQur <^ every :tiiiiugwid 
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6 JILMBBIA. 

fOidD that fthe loved. Her imlinirte fiienft 
m9& oonseqaeirdj intereitiiig to torn; ani 
it niitt ke Aipfosed, that llaMiSkiidttAi 
prabeB of Aluieria "were nmngtA mmt 
jiidiiiauljr tlum eidogiuaEis wnalljr sre^ lijr 
the effiMt wbidhi tlirf ^dihicecl* Fve^eriiak 
becajme attached to Mm Tarnl)t^, thcrogh 
he p^cmed that, in finanesg and digidtjr 
of charaeta*, she was not equal t^hisrjiatev. 
This infiemrity did aot iii^ore herifi' isft 
<ipiiuoi^ heca«seit wasalwajraitdlcMovda^ll^ 
with so much caadoor and huaility hy Al- 
nena, who seemed to look up to her friend 
as to a hein; of a superior oKder* ^Hia 
&eedom fi»m enry, aad this genevspU en- 
thusiasm, first touched young Mr. BkoMtt!^ 
heart. Next io posaesmig hi« si0terVvir« 
iues and talents, loviiig them Was^ hi l#§ 
pinion, the greatest meHrit. He tlioiughfey 
tilftt a person capaUe of appredatiog imA 
admiring Ellen's ^amcter mnst be Amp- 
mm of imitittiDg her ; aM the similaritf t^ 
their tastes, opinions, and principfes, iMnied 
to him the most secure ple^e for his ltittM« 
hapjiAuess. Miss TumbilFs fortune, wItlrtU 
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■qpbrtHwe to fani : lin iaAer^ though mA 

«^ 'villii^,'' ht md, '< to depme Imnfeelf of 
wimit Ivxaiieft ibr ^e aake ^f hM«m, wkm 
he woqM kot oM^oi ia the choke «r a ^A^ 
«— « choice on which he knew, firom his owtt 
mkpeiflkm^ iSwt the hiqifdnest o£ life so 

: ^be hen^Tjrimt 'dd gmtleiMli luid ft^ 
cMd&nr mefit in this oonduet; hecftiMe, if 
te'hMi4 ^^^kiiiM in the wodd, it wtt % 
jpMji^od in &mir of wfait is esUed gn^ 
fkmiijf ^kdiirth t ilt heul long been thi^ se» 
ttet^^f^rof his hesft, that hk oriysoA 
TOidfgbk rsmxf iiito a faiiUy to aocimt as hil 
^Wk FrodUnbk was fuilyseMhle #t* the 
iisfiftse th«fr Usfatber made of his pyide: 
iMil thM Tfriiteh hef i^«a«r wiffing to im^o of 
f4al ho oalled' hie hisciiTieS) Us sMu's irtSto* 
ti0tt and ieiitte.of jMtiee fofhade l^m to ac« 
Mqpt/ He «otdd not rdb his ftther of any 
<Cr^ 'CcttUMt of 1h« (ieditting years, whilsti 
Ift4be lbi«¥igfo<nr of youth it was in hj» 
jmiIrkji^ hy^iito 4MMi sMiiioiis, to ohtahi wi 
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iadepe&dfnt mdintenikiiee. . He lisd bcMK 
ioed to the bar; nn expense faad been 
ipsred by his fiUJrar in his edueatioii^iKi/cl^ 
&rts had been omitted Iqr himsfllf*. fie 
was now ready to enter on the duties of bw 
profeimoa with ai:dx>ur, but wiUmt puB. 
mmption. .. -. 

Our heroine must be par^ned by ibe 
most prudent, and admired by the iMIt 
romantic, Ibr.bdng desp^n^ly jui love \|fith 
ik y0uth of such a character aod si|(^ cai^ 
jj^tations. WInlst the yoioig hidy 's ^j0Am 
was growing every hour more lively > her old 
fatherwasgrowing every hpur morelethaigie; 
He had a superstitious dread of making % 
pill, i« if it were a preparatioii fmr deaths 
whicb would hasten the fatal momettt* 
JEIoJ^^dnson's friends tried to ooiiquer tibda 
prejudice ; but it was in vain to reason witit 
a man, who had never reaisoned during tht 
whole oi his life about any thing exe^ 
buUdcks. Old Hodgkinsott died — that wa« 
a matter oi no great oonseqnenee to any 
body — ^but he died without a wiQ, md that 
was a matter of some importame to hit 
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>tLM£ftIA. 9 

lAingBter. After seardiing in eveiy pior 
bable ai^ improiiable place, there was, at 
lefogfikf finind in his own hand-writing a 
^itemoranduiii, the beginning of which was 
in ^ fltrt leaf of his cookery-book; and the 
€ttlll in tfaelast leaf of his prayer-book. There 
was some difficulty in deciphering the me^ 
morandnm, tor it was cross-bdrred with mis^ 
odfimeous observations in inks of various 
colours-— red, blue, and green. As it is 
iiaiigerous to garble law papers, we shall lay 
thi^ .document before the public just as it 
ttppeared. 
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-^opyfromJirU leaf of the Cookery Book. 

- " . *;*.''■• ■ ' '^^ 

I John Hpdgkinson of Vetch-field, East 

Hiding of Yorkshire, Grazi.^ and so fort^, 

not choosing, to style myself Gentleman, 

though entitled so to do, do hereby certify, 

that when I can find an honest attorney it 

^ j9^ Wtentioii to ^lake my will and to 

leave-r- ., 

[jBere the tesl(tiqr*s, mefnt^aj^lum ^s mUrrupted hy'u 
t-€cdpi in a diminutive female hand, seerninglt^ ttritten 
some yearshefm-eVl [ 
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10 ALMERIA 

Un. Tnrnbull's recipe, m&Uibte fiir dl 
aches, bruises, snd stniiw^ 
Take a handful of these horbt^Mowiiii^-^ 
Wormwood, Sage, Broom^floiiersy Cionnifli- 
AIl-heal» Chickweed, Cumphxy, Birfii^ 
Groundsell, Agremosy, Soatharowood^ Bab- 
wort, Mary Gould kares, BramUe^ Base- 
mary, Rue, £lder*tops, GamoEmile, AljGaiq-- 
paine*root, half a handful of Red Eardh 
worms, two ounces ofCumnuns^aeeds^Bettrf- 
roots. Columbine, Sweet Maijoram, Bash 
dylion. Devil's bit, six pound <^May faatiar, 
two pound of Sheep suet, half a peviid 
of Deer suet, a quart of salet oil beat 
well in y* boiling till the oil begrecjM^ 
Then strain— *It will be better if you 
add a dozen of Swallows, and pound all 
their Feathers, Gizzards, and Heiads before 
boiling— It wiU cure all aches — * 

[Beneath this'iialuable recipe^ jftfr. HodgkinsorCs te$Uh 
meniary dtspositiJms continue asjollows.l 

All I am worth in the wiwrld real or persa^ 

nal — 

To Collar a Pig. 

Take a young fat pig, and when he is 

* literaHj copied froniL a family receiptrbook in the 
1|fchor*9 possessioa. ' • 
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ifMA ftealded out «ff bis head, tiien «iit biaii 
^tm the bad:, take out his baiie% layUiii 
is a dish of iosilk and water, aad riilft hfafii 
tiik^ a day«-4br tile iw^ t«fn to psfe 10^^ 

To my step^ughter Alineria, who is not? 
at Elmour Grove in her' eighteenth year— 

[WHtfen across the aboue in redifkk,'\ 

Mem"*-^I prophecy this third day of 
August, that the man from Hull wSi he 
liere to-morrow vri\h fresh mullets. 

And as girls go, I believe a good girl, con- 
sidering the times^*-*hiit if she disoblige me 
liy maniage, or otherwise, I hereby revoke 
the same. 

[ Written diagonall}/ in red ink,1 

Mem""-— W^t of the Hg Bullock, 90 
score, besides offid. 

\Tke value uufs «r paUiicmld not he deeiphered^Ji 

And I further intend to esscept out of my 
above bequait t6 my daagliter Almeria, the 

MU of 

» • 

A fine method to make Punch of Valentia 

diam. v.|page 7. 



IS JLLBfBUA. 

Ten thoiMWid poundbi^ imr ia Sir ThoiMs 
S/tadCB my biiikei'fl haack^ as a tok»tt <£ 
rememhraiice to John Hodgkiiiioa of Hall 
qh' aoeount of his beiag my aamesake, ita^ 
I belieye, relation-^ 



- ^Continuation in the latt leaf of the prajfer-bookJl 

It is my further intention (whenever I find 
s^id honest attorney fit for my will) to leave 
, sundry mourning rings with my hair value 
{blank}— one in particular to Charles El- 
mour, Sen. Esquire, and also — 

[UptidedaaDnf inredink.] 

Mem™— Yoikshire Puddings— Knox says 
good in my case. 

Hod^inson late 

Hannah a TumhuU (my wife) 

her payer hook, 

horn Deoem' 5th, 1700, 

died Jan'' 4th, 1760; 

leaving only behind her, in this woild, 

Almeria TumhuU, (my step daughter) 

Also another lamtftiing nmg to Frederidc 
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. ALMEIUA* 15 

tlie mm of ehvIeB EbMiur, Etq. «id ditto 
toEUenliis doiigfatv^ifl&we hair awngk 
under my yng. • ' ' ' f 

Mem"-To know from Dr. Knox by «j. 
turn of post what is good against sleep— in 

This is the short of my Will — the attor- 
ney (when found) will make it long enough. 
— :And I hereby declare, that I will write 
no other Will with my own hand, for man, 
woman, or child — And that I will and do 
hereby disinherit any person oi persons — 
male or female — good — bad — or indifferent 
-—who shall take upon them to advise or 
speak to me about making or writing my 
Will — ^which is no business of theirs — This 
my last resolution and memorandum, dated, 
this 5th of August — reap to-morrow, (glass 
rising) — 1766, and signed with my own 
hand, same time. 

John Hodgkinson, grazier k so forth. 
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Kow^b^ppoied, tibat Mr. Hod^^kiiisMf 
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mihftitir and nbtkn fittHboAed ike ten 

whole property as heir^t-hw* AhBBam^ 
who was utterly unacquainted with busi* 
nesS) applied to Mr. Elmour in this diffi-> 
cplty, and he had the goodness to undertake 
the management of her affairs. Frederick 
^gsg^ to carry on her Jaw-suit^ and to 
plead her cause agaiui^t this rapacious Mr. 
Rodgjdnson, of Hull. — ^Whilst the suit was 
|>ending, Miss Tumhull had an opportu* 
nity of seeii^ somethipg of the ways of thd 
world; for the manners of her Yorkshire 
acquaintance, of al) but Ellen and the £t- 
mourSj varied towards hea*, according- to the 
opinion formed of the probable event of the 
trial on which her fortune depended. . She 
felt these variations most keenly. In par- 
ticular, she was provoked by the conduct 
of Lady Stock, who was at this time the 
&shioiiable lady of York : gSr Thomas, her 
husband, was a great banker ; and when- 
ever she condescended to visit her firiends in 
the country, she lAame upon them ni all 
Ijhe spkjwhUir nd fridr «f ^itdllih. Mi|^ 
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TttrobnH^ imtwJw irf y after iior &«liei^ 
ditetK ^KBt/ MOttBpnied iby.dfaft' Mr. fii^ 
aww, to 8k Tbcknm Stocky to jettieatb 
Mvftks-wiA idm: ahe wm& iteeivfd kf tm 

inter visit puMrtuaily retenad, siUk an* iifr 
fifcstioii io dianet aent to lier andk the fit 
aours viiA all Ate expeditioa. Aa ^kt 
aeemed^to ivitli to aocept af it^ kac fineiidi 
agreed to aocampaay het^ thaogfa uLgeoattd 
^ydislikadfbiediiineni; aad though' tfaay 
seldom left their letiremeat to ma sirtlia 
^tteties of Yaak* Mm TiuhibiiH was fe» 
0OTed ia ratber a diflbrent laaaatfr front 
mhat fkm azpeetod upon'^iUr occasion ; iGnr 
lietmBeaa Ae tendiag and ibe aaeepttng af 
ilie ipvitaticni) Lady Stodb kad heard^ that 
h«r title to tlie fortxde ^ma dispttited, aaad 
that mauyn^tedTan (^[Hiikai^thatymataad c^ 
faafing twO' htmdred tinfolfand pouadr^ she 
would not ham a sfailliiig. Almeria waa 
s^arody aotioed^ apni her entraace;^ ky the 
kdyof iliehoase; she fomd hendT ia d 
fteoiidakie dmle^ wbexs avery hody seenxai 
taconsicbr het m ksitig^ a»t a£ bar j^baea 



At^aner she wis soAiii to ga i# it adie 
4teUe/ From the miKiie»t the iMtired'tl^ 
hmme till )Bhe left it, heAy iStodk never 
deigned to spetk to her, nor for oaeuartmt 
to feooUeet that sbeh a peraott exii^feed* Nd; 
cten Madf. Roland; whte At mM senfeld^ 
the seeolid taUe at the fermier geoeniTvi 
estpreiiBed more ind^natioii than Ahnem 
fid, at the'intsolence of this hanker's ladjr^ 
She could think and speak of nothing eksB^ 
sdi the time she was going Home in -tiie 
evening to Elmonr Grove. Ellen, vAn^ 
had more idiilosophy than our heroine, did 

mtion : on the contrary, she was surprised 
lliat Afaneria could feri so mmA hurt hjf 
Hie slights of a woman, tor whom ishe had 
neither esteem nor'aflfeetioii, "and with whoM 
she was indeed scard^ al^quainted. 
: ^< Bui does not her conduct excite yttti 
indigiiatioh? ^ said 'Miss TtinibilU. 

^ No : it rather deserveii my oontemfit«( 
If a fiiettd*--if you, for instanee; had treated 
me in subh a manner,' it ^wAA hivte 
raked my angacs, I diro 8agr« 
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^ I ! O ham inpottiUe !** eriad AhMiia-^ 
^ Sudb inraffanble pride ! Such dswnrigiit 
ndenen l-r- She ins tolcfably mnl to you^ 
Imttnefiheiierernetioed: And this suddea 
dbaage, it seems, Frederick, arises finom her 
doidite. of my fcxrtmie^^^Is net svdi mean* 
ness really astonishing ?" 

^* It would he astoaishhig, peihaps,^ re- 
plied Frederick, ^ if we did not see similar 
instances erery .day.r^Ladbjr Stock, yoR 
know, is urthing bat a xpere womaa of the 
woriU.'' 

*^I hate m^se wmAeh of the world^^ 
cried Almem. 

EHen. observed, that it was not worili 
tilttk to hate^ it Was: sufficient to ayoid 
them.*-*-A]meria grew wanner in her ahbo0K» 
T^iee; and CUen at last exjpnesaedt half in 
jest» hd£ in earnest, jsome fear^ tihat if Miss 
l^unboU&It with such exqpasite sensibilil^ 
the neglect eCpetsonntof &diioa, she m^jhft 
in.a d^ie«t«ytuat]an beaaibiitioM, or vwi 
of their fiivowr, Alnmia was #ftiided^ iaofl 
i«is*yery :iic^ ^uasreUiBg with hec friend 
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ilnr ibicteliifaig fitidb'a Maw ofoitt df lier 



nake airiend cf^ndi a. penen at Lfeiijr 

that you could not.^ 

^^r ^.3%^ .hour maid I fce a iiflitiBiig ef iier 
"tmixm ? Iwm detiitoiis oftlyiiof tibe famMV^ 
mite^viyWA sfeiioa of ^mytfrmndiu^' .: - 
m i^^' JBuft |ie^fe ndio. In^ ia ijeini; & ^aUei 
the world, you know, my dear Almedi^ dv» 
■m tirhsfb aa>|iunt«Bee m WUite ^iiids^" 
said Ellen ; ^^ and they value, tfaaie «% timr 
£afaion or mdc, iaiidi : by the iKfcioiir vMeh 
May bejrecenraiiiBoai tfacfr mtiae ill pkUie 
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V ^ Yes^ mgf^imt^ SdtoiopleA Alpawa; 
(^ ikottgbl Iwve Mnmr hen ia LdadoiA at; 
^ttfam^ IwmkmkMmk ai <irii^*fittibi% 
jmfi, I aaBina yM ; hat i oily aajT, diat'I 
aka wrtaiailalKHU ourtar j«d^ inil ItaMt 
I ahiHiU.aiaeraBl^ JB mMi avHOMiw.^ ^ ' 

to be certain of what ^^e should cb in situ- 
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— ^Almeria burst into tearft, cmL lier ftkad 

eo/tid Bcaxedy fmafy her by tlK ididtst ex- 

». _ _ ^ ... 

^ Obserre^ my dear' Almeria, &at I uid 
we, not 5r(Hi ; I do iMyt pieteiiA tkat» tiil I 
have been tdtd, I eonld be ootttB af 117 
own AbenglSi frf* Aincl ki near ai limiia gB i i 
I iN^ere it is froQUareakMaa^ that paofk 
an^ 0():en m deirirow of At mdIsa of }«(> 
imis for' whem they baivtt tw ertJMt^ .If I 
were fofted to liive an^ftg W«rid&^'atak-of 

jin% fti^ilfey d«^; tx I coMfeas, thatl^oMfc 
tiiiiik -I'^otafal fbi^av «v«ry d«y to helxAedf 
w^k^fBi iikWfil^^ tt W8 kavo 

been in to-diqr.'* ^1; 

jMineilii wottdbfei to be«r <]iep £riMd 
spcsk wifii m Itttio ciiiidancfe>tf Iggrtrii 
spirit and Mdi^ddcMce; and paJMifniUily 
deiiared, ^ Aal 4«a waa octtain ivadiaagiK 
()f external ^neianetasoso eoidd> aHiko joiy 
alteration in her iemtinmiti awd €asttngK»" 
ttlenfinboiie to yaesatbe oiib^eet ftrtho^ 
aittlottgh tlie ]^oMfc»' K^ndi Ahaflnb had 



H&kiij gt^cfti. «f h&tiiMkmfU Ifere not al^ 
Adwteljr ooif<dasLve« . ri r. 

liad passed, the suit againsik Miss TinnbuQ^ 
Jte set aside Mr^ ^o^h^B^v^'fi wiU, was 
trkd at Yoiliu Tke oeurt wusi^firowded at 
SB early lirar ; for mueb entertwuQent waf 
esfiected^^fima, tlK oddi^ pf cdd Hodglux^^t 
am'a ttBtanmntarjf 4i9ip9^tkn$: h^duft^ 
tiiBi laKge amoiiiKt 6f tbe iMKi^%4it sM^M 
i<nidd not fiiU teiiiiiJb;;eit]i€[ «aufie.i^ 
W»Seraiil Jadfeeg a)p|^i90ved i« tl)^ gaUe^ev ; 

mm theie abcH to aeooflipMiy Ahnci^a^ 
l^Etttei^ 1M6 onedf fh^ a«w»fl|^:; axfl f^ 
k tsanie to im iM3m)\9 v^i^h» pleadi^ 
her cause with so much doqneDoo aii^ablp 
fity^ as to ^4abtaia uiaii^eftifd . ayi^i^)^^ 
Aft» a iidal^ wyeh iKlttd waxQr h,ouE8».,a 
Teed&itisMr given in MiM^Twn]^^ &v^m» 
AasnunsdiBte change ai^pjenireil in liii^ i»99t 
n« of dft hi^ aeqiiaintaiiwi-TTth^y ero^ 
romid her ^h smUsa mA ejW^frft t itlfMl Jio Bjfi j 
and ftfToans mth \^«lioHi n^ins se^Mdbf 
aefoaintod^ 'or wHo^ hii^ ^* i^ow^ hai^ 



AUMBRU. tl 

ddgbed to iduMmled^ her aoiiiaiiitaiie^ 
iusoofited her wkfi «» air €f kitiflMiey. liidy 
StoAs in paxticidfil', ieo6veied, upon this 
oeeawm^ both hto- sight and apeedi: «he 
t6ok Ahaens!'i hand ' ihost gradkrady, and 
went on chattering "ivitk the greateat valtt-i 
M&tj, as thejr stood at the door iji the 
eourt-faoi^J' Her ladj^p's handsome 
equipage had ^^wii lap, and she offered to 
eany Mis» TuhihiiU home: Ahneria ok* 
oused befselff hut felt nshamed, ' when Ae 
saw the look of contempt wbidi her hidf* 
ship bestowed om Mr. £lnu>ur's old eo*di» 
which was &t behind a number of others, 
aM which eonld but ill bear a totnpavisoii 
with a new London ciniage. Angry with 
herself fer ibis weakness, oiur heroine en* 
cteavoured to oonteal it even from her own 
HtiBd; And ftefii^ of gratitude to her 
fiafends leinived in her heaai the m<ffiiient i^ 
was out of the t^^ of h&t fine acquaint- 
aaiee. She- treated- ISSien. with ev^i more 
than usnal Ibndness; and her aeknowled^ 
n^nts of oUigaticHi' to her counsel «and U$ 
&ther were exDressdl^ the strons^t %orms' 
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In a ism (far^s^ diene dbna a praKftng isK 
tftadou .«Mi^ Lady SteJE; Mir: Ebmur 
kiid aeemnte af Miss Turalmffs to sie^te 
tii4«h-l%r Tho&iM, ohd^ntiftiHArtinflittg^ tile 

Mr of MiAnscemtb viiickdbe ifet^ the 
cMtAs, AkBmBL was not sany t» ^Mept tof 
1ilP8 invitation, u she faietv that she shoutd 
he receive in a very diffierant maaMt fiem 
thaA in wfaicli she had heea tteafed en hei; 
f^mer visit. I^be kughal» and aud^ ^^ diet 
islie idieuld be entertained hijr ohsenin^ jUie 
ehtnnge/whidi; a fevr thonsaaGd poecd^i mena 
0P lesB oeuM produce in Lady Stadkf s h^ 
bavionr.'' Yet, sudi is the incaaai^tency 
et the weakness of hnman iriahes; <herviay 
a/ttefiitiona whieh oar hetamet kiie^ Wfsaa 
paid merely to k^ Icnrtnne, and aetrteh^ 
merit, flartteted her vanity $ and ebe ^ 
served, with a strange aptiictave d£ pain ai»l 
pl^sure, that there was a maidied dilfcwi ia i 
in Lady Stmt's manner tewoiisls^ her a«d 
PhtElmours. When the evening was evca* 
and when die *' had ieinae in be geod^'' 
Aln^ria eadAed hersdf severely to aooaiiat 
&r this secret satilfiieticm,. d whieh ^ 
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kid bden odqmmm 'Jatam the j Mrg fac po a 
geiJBK lier o\9ar ha firiaubf*^he apeeuHk 
herself of ingntitude^ and endeawiad'tair 
xog^ffa hat owa 8cli«mpheency iy Mdou- 
Ubd. pxafaHioBBof ertam and aitefeim Cnp 
tfaHN^MiP iKhMi flbe had aa miiah season W 
be aldnehad. Bui £peali iftvitetiona came' 
from Lady Stocky and tha oaqone af her 
f bMi^its afSBOi chff^^ Ellm dediaeik 
aMnaiaiqdai^her^ and Misa Turalmll m-j 
gjrfrtieiK ihto axoaadittgly, ^ h^caMae it vmiU' 
he Mr^tmana^ and awkwanfc ftr her to ga^' 

>* "^l^MBtiiiijda^yoiiLgoataiU^QAydear?^ 
saiiiEUett; ^jaii spaak aa if tbcaa if«M 
swa iMialiwflawnty fcr ymm "mitJ' 

^ Marat iLaceaBatjr ! O bg^'^ said Ahseria^ 
hmghmg] ^bni; I really think there ia» 
polfic neeesautyt if you "will alloii; ^me die 
exjanmcak WoaU.:it aot be rode for ail 
of iw to Yefiifn^ wheob Lady Stodc faaa laade 
thianD|» purty^ as she says^ enibriyaar 
H99'.aMaiait--*-ini av acooant I oaaan? imt 
jatt aee «lie aatetioiia yeur" tedness. fit aan^ 
«0$ and if die had aat written sb xemaA^ 
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sUjr chilfy io yon, I aanife you I i^oiild 
aeitfaer gi» myfidi^ nor thiak. of pream^ 
yoa to go." 

. This otatory had no effi^^ npofi EUon : 
out hamne went abne to the mudc meet- 
mg. The old ooach retwned to JEHmvmr 
Grove at nighty empty*-^the servant hrought 
<^Lady Stod^'s dompUmenti^ and die would 
aend her carriage hcnne with Miss TumbuU 
early tl^ next morning." After waitiag 
above an hour and a half beyond their usual 
time, the fiimily were sitting down to dinner 
the next day, when Miss TumbuU, in Lady 
Stock's fine cariii^e, drove iip the avenue — 
Frederiek handed, her out of the carriage 
with more ceremony and less affection Hum 
he had ever shown bef(Hce. Old Mr. Si- 
mons manner was also mere distant^ aad 
£Ikn's o(dder. Almeria attempted to wf^ 
iogise, but could not get through her qpeech : 
she then tried tolaugh at her own awk. 
wardness ; but her laugh not being seoondsd, 
die sat down to dinner in silence, esloaiing 
prodigiously, mid totally abashed. Good 
old Mr. Elmour was the first to relent, sftd 
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tko ebdoBSVimky Jby lesumtBg fak Uflual kind 
fianiManity, to^selieve her painlul confusicqi. 
EUoa's ooolness was also dissipated when 
Miss Tumbull took her aside after dinner, 
and wifh.teaib in her «yes declared^ ^she 
wifesisohry fidie jbid not had«ufHeient strength 
of mka^ ta^vesist Lady Stock's impoi4unities 
to stay all night ;**^tbat as to the carrii^e, 
it was sent hade without her knowledge : 
aadiliiat this momiiig, though she had 
three or four times expressed her fears^ that 
ibe rsboiiUl keep her friends at Ebnpur 
Okore waiting for dirnier^ yet Lady Stock 
Wfbldl ttot understand her hints 4" and sl>e 
cbdared, '^ she got away the very ii^t&nt 
hec. ladyship's catrkige came to the door.** 
By Slldtt's kind interpo^tion> Fredetiek^ 
mitofie .^ride had been most ready to take 
tiae siMxm at theleast appearance of slight 
i^im fyiAm aftid sister, was paeifi^d— he 
kidiairide his ceremony to Miss TttrRbull ; 
ea&d Jber. ^^ Almeria," as he used to do — 
and all was well agaiiu With difiieulty. 
and hltitdfes,. Alm^ria*c&mei)ut with an ^ler 
eott$3S8ion» that she had been so «ifi)f i>af; to 
vol,. II. • c .. V ?i^ 
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make half a promise to .|^ady Stocky of 

going to her ball, and of ^pendiiig a &w 

days with her at Yoatk^ before Ae left the 

country* 

' ** But this promise was only eondiiional/* 

.^id she : ** if you or your father woidd take 

it the least ill or unkindly of me, I asstue 

you I will not go«-^I would rather oflfeud all 

the Lady Stocks in the lyorld than you my 

d.eare8t EUen^ or ywpr father, to whom I am 

«o much obliged." 

t' Do not talk of oUigations," interrupted 

£llen ; *^ amongst friends, there can be 

none — I will answer for it, th^ my hikxr 

will not be offended at your going to this 

ball ; and I assure you I shall net taka it 

unkindly. If you would not think me 

very proud, I i^ould tell you that I wish for 

pur sakes, as well as your owi^, that you 

should see as much of this Lady Stock, and 

as many Lady Stocks as possible ; for I aaa 

convinced that, upon intimate acquaintance^ 

we must rise in your opinion." 

Almeria protested, that she had never 

for an instant thought of comparing ESea 
< 
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with Lady Stock. *A friend — ^a boBom 
friend, vnth an aoqnainftance — an acquaint- ^ 
ance of yest^ay! — I liever thought of 
making such a comparison." *^ That is the 
very thing of which I complain^" said Ellen, 
smiling^—** I beg you ivill make the eoni-« 
patison, my dear Ahneria, and the more 
opportunities you have of forming your 
judgement, the better." 

Notwithstanding that there was some- 
thing rather humiliating tx> Miss Tumbull 
in the dignified compoi^ire with which Ellen 
now, for the first time in her life, implied 
her own superiority, Almeria s^retly re- 
joiced, tbat it "Was by her friend's own re- 
quest that the visitis to her fine ac^quaintance 
were fepeated. At Lady Stock's ball Miss 
Tumbull was much distinguished^ as it is 
called— Sir Thomas's eldest son was hei: 
partiiiir ; and though he was not remaikably 
agreeable, yet his attentions were flattering 
to her vanity, because the rival belles of 
York vied for his. homage. The delight of 
being taken notice (^ in public was new to 
[ Almeiia, and it qiQte intoxicated her biaki. 

C.2 
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Uge of faaviDg the mol^t fiidiionaiUe iaaniu».» 
maker and milliner in town. Ashamed e£ 
this derelietioQ of princsple, she» a few 
minutes afterwards, warmly pionbuneed a 
panegyric on Ellen, to wMch^ Laidy Stock 
only replied with a vacant, superciliDtts 
countenance : 

" May be so— no doubt, — of eeurse,--— 
the f^mours are a very respectable &axBlf, 
Vm told — and really n^e genteel than the 
country families obe sees : but is not it if&A 
they don't mx more f One seldom me^a 
them in town any where, nor at any of tbe 
watering-places in summer." 
. To this charge, Almeiifii,^> with blushes 
was forced to plead guilty for her fHends : 
i^e, howei^r, observed, in mitigatioii, '^ that 
when they were in town, what company they 
did see was always the b^st, she betieved^— 
that she knew, for one person, the Duchc^ 

of A was a friend of the ElmoimB^ 

and corresponded with Ellen/' 

This judicious defence produced an im* 
mediate effect upon 'Lady Stodc^s counte^ 
nance ; her eye-brows descended from the 
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h^f^ «rdi of (xmtei>pt ; #ad after a pause, 
she remarked, << it wan strange that they had 
Hot aeoepted of toy of the inyitations she 
badlately sent them^-^sbe fimded they were^ 
aa iodeed fhejr had .the dbaracter of being* 
very proud pe^le — aud very odd*** 

Almeria denied the pride and the oddity ; 
hiitioh^ervpd* " that they were all remark* 
9bly ^nd of homeJ'^ 

" Well, my dear Miss TumhnD, thafs 
ii4)at I call odd — hut I. am sure I have no* 
tbisig to say against all that; it is the 
filshion now to let erery body dp as tixey 
j^ease — ^if the Ehnonrcf Hke to bury them* 
seltes aliv^ I'^ sure I oan*t have the 
qaaaallest olgection ; I only hope they don't 
JMist upon burying you along with them*** 
I'm gmg to Harrowgate for a few days> 
antl I must have you with me^my dear." 

Our j|ier(»ue hesitated — Lady Stock 
Willed, and said, '* she saw Miss Turnbull 
was terribly afraid of these Elmoiurs — that 
finr her part, she was the kst person in the 
wwld to break throi^h^ii^ eonneitions ; >ut 
that really some people ought to cdbsid^. 
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thflt other pe«^'ftatiii9t slmcyi Kf9W ti^ivja 
Jb; tl^t one artyle d life was- fit ftir oin^ 
Mjie of ftirtime, and one for saUnAmt;^ atiib 
tbM; it Tvoiitd bcls TepjrstcaBge to tbbtvovldi^ 
i£ ab heiress "(ritb two kuiidmd i lw ti Mia ifc 
pounds fortune, who if i^e pvodsecd. hi^ 
SGetf mighO be in i^e first cifde» in* Umn^ 
were to be bosedy up at Bbnour &twe, a»dt' 
precluded from all advantages and offiara^ 
IAvbA: she might of eourse ei^peek." 
' T(r do out her(mie justrce, i^ ka'e m*' 
tenmpted Lady Stoek with, moire eii^tififfew 
th»» strict ' polUeness admitted, and podk 
ti vely declarecl, ^* t3iat her friends never §in 
dne moment wished to coi^e her at iSt^ 
meat Grove : Oh t^ coirfcrary,'* said dbe>' 
^^1^ urged me to go i^to ecmpimy) aMi 
to gtee something" of the world, b^:^ J'^*-- 
many, she^m goi«g to sey-bufr i««ied; 
Lady Stoek waited f<»r the finishmg wbird ; 
but when it did not come, she went on jost 
as if it had been pronounced. ^ iTk^ Wh 
moiurs do vasUy right and prop^ to ta& tf^ 
you in this styH.^ftr (hey woyJd be very 
imiek Named in tho^ world i£ they acted 
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ednKWiie. You know young Elmmir ba» 
hk fortune fo make — very dever oertainly 
heis^ and wiil tise — bo drabt — ^I'm tokUw 
in Ms profeman-^but aH that is not t&r 
same as a ready*niade ibrtnne, which aa 
hmrem Hke you has a right to expect But 
do not kt me annoy you with my leAee* 
tions. Perhaps there is iM)thing in the re* 
port — £ really only repeat what I hear 
every body say. In what every body says, 
yoaknowy there must be something. I pa* 
i^tively think you ought to show, in justice 
to the Elmours themseh^, that you are at 
liberty, and that they do not want to mo* 
nopohse you — ^in this unaccountable sort of 
way." 

To tlris last argument our heroine yielded, 
or to this she chose to attribute her yielding* 
^e went to Harrowgate with Lady Stock ; 
and every day and evay hour she became 
more desirous of appearing fashionable. To 
this one object all her thoughts were di« 
rected. Living in public was to her a new 
life, and she was continually sendS>le of her 
dependence upon the oj^nion of hieor mor^ 

c5. ■ '•.. 
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experienced complaii0n. She felt the e^k-- 
wardness of being surrounded by people 
with whom she was ufia4^nainted. At firsts 
whenerer she appeared she imagiiied that 
every body was looking at her, or talkiBg 
^bout h^r, and she was in perpetual appre- 
hension, that something in her dress or 
manners i^hould become the subject of eri- 
ticism ot ridicule : but from this fear she 
was soon relieved^ by the conrictioii that 
most people were so occupied with them-' 
selves, as totally to overlook her. Some- 
times indeed she heard the whispered ques- 
tion of—** Who is that with Lady Stodc ?** 
and. the mortifying answer — "I do not 
know." However, when Lady Stock ha^: 
introduced her to some of Her acquaintanci^ 
a« a great heiress, the scene changedr— -iud 
she found herself treated with much consi- 
deration ; though still the fashionable beUea 
took sufl5cient care to make her sensible Of 
her inferiority. She longed to be upon an 
eqiq^ footing with them. Whilst her mind 
was in this state. Sir Thomas Stock, one 
morning, when he was settling some money 
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bi^B6M .with ber, observed ^' that she would 
im another year he af age» and of oanrse 
wo«ld take hfft affiurs int^^ her own handa; 
but in the mean time it woold beneoessaiy 
to iq)point a guardian ; and that the choice 
de|ie|ided upon herself/' She instantly 
nataied het fiiend Mr. Elntonr. Sir Thomas 
insinuated, *' that old Mr. Elmour, though 
undoubtedly a most unexceptionable cha- 
racter, was not esiactly the most eligible 
pers(Hi for a guardian to a young lady, 
whose large fortune entitled her to live in 
a &shionable style. That if it was Miss 
Tumbull's intention to fix in the country^ 
Mr.. Elmour certainly was upon the spot, 
and a very fit guardian ; but that if she. 
meant to appear, as doubtless she would, in 
town, she would of course want another 
conductor " 

" To cut dfe matter short at once, my 
dear," said Lady Stock, " you must come 
to town with me next winter, and choose 
Sir Thomas for your guardian. I'm sure it 
will give him the greatest pleasure in the 
world to do any thing in his power — ^aud 
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. jovL will karre no diffieidties wi4^k hm ; Ibo^ 
yen see be is not amaii to^ bore yovi'wiffe aB 
SKmner of adinbeo ; in ^kmtf be wodd^ cmijf 
1» y«v gtwrdittft Ibr f otrin's slike ; i^thttt^ 
you knovr^ would Isie the pifetisantegfr fepl i i pg 
im^fiable* Come^ heve h » pes and ioir 
a&dgilt paper, write to old £lBa««Br liite 
* minttte, and let me har^ you all to mysefiS^ 

Almem wash tsken by gwpgi ao Ae liew 

i^tated-— ^ her fi)rmer proi^fsoioafi^ aH bei^ 
obligations to the Elmour famfly, f e€ttn?i»i 
to her mind— -her friendship for ISIen^JMr 
love, or what she had tibonght love, §or 
Frederick; — sh^ could not deeide upon^a 
measure that might offend tiieni> or appear 
ungrateinl; yet her desire of goings to to^vi^' 
with Lady Stock was ardent, and she ktaew 
not how to refuse Sir Thomas's offer witbotit 
displeasing him — she saw that • all future 
connexion with the Stocks depended on 
her present determination ;— -she took a 
middle course, and suggestod that she mght 

9 

have t?ro guardians, and then i^ ishoidd! 
he able to avail herself of Sir Tfaomaa^ 
obliging oflfeir, without ofifending her iM 
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MtmdMi In cMse^piaeBiBe of this, ooairem^rt 
«nraitgein8iit^ dbe wrote ta Me; Blinanr» 
Mdoffmg hir letter in oae t& £!!«» im 
wliioh the emlnaraflBnient mid wnkims cf 
Iter mhti weve evideat, notwithntawciiig aH 
b» 0fideflniE9ur8 to coneeal them;. After s 
^v^le page of ineomprekensible apdi^iffi^ 
fer bftvkig 80 hfng delayed to write to her 
dearest Elleii ; amd after professions of Hbm 
israrmest adfbctioii) esteem, and gtatitnsl^ 
ftr her friends at Efanotur Grove : ahe in dye 
ftvrth page of her epistle opened her real 
Imsiness by dedaring, thad she should ever, 
fimn the conviction she felt of the snpe* 
riority of E&ea's naderstan^ng, follow her 
jac^ement, however repugnant it might 
sometimes he to her inehnations ; that she 
therefore had resolved, in pursuwsce of 
^Ellenl^ adviee, to taJte an opportunity oT 
seeing the gay worid, and had accepted of 
an invitaimn from Lady Stock to q)end the 
winfinrwith her^ki town — ^that shehad a£m 
accepted of Sir Thomas Stock's offer to he* 
come one €£ her guardians, as ishe thought 
it best to trouble her good friend Mr. £ll« 
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inoxa as little as possiUb at his adiranced 
age. £dl answer to iim letter^ she received 
a few Hoes from Mr. Ehuour, requestmg to 
see lier beibre she should go to tpwa : ae^ 
todingly^ upon her return to York* she 
went to Elmour Gfov€ to take leave of fa^ 
. friends. She was under some anxiety, but 
resolved to carry it off with that eas^ or 
affectation of ease, which she had learnt 
during her six weeks' apprenticeship to a 
fine lady at Harrowgate. She ^$s surprised 
that no Frederick appeared to greet her ar- 
rival ; the servant showed her into Mr. El- 
mour's study. The good old gentleman 
received her with that proud sort of polite- 
ness, which was always the sign, and the 
only sign, of his being displeased. 

" You will excuse me. Miss Tumbull,'* 
said he, " for giving you the trouWe of 
coming here ; it was my business to^ have 
waited on you, but I have been so far fyoen 
|)6well lately, that it was^ot iv, my power 
to leave home ; and these are papers," con- 
tinued he, " which I thought it my duty 
to deliver into yom: own hands." 
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Whilst Mr. ElmoHr was tying tip these 
papers, aad writing upon them» Almena be^ 
gaa two sentences with— ^* I hope "---^nd 
^^ I am afi:aid,''-~without in the least know- 
ing what she hoped or feared. — She was not 
yet sufficiently perfect in the part of a fine 
lady to play it well. — Mr. Elmour looked - 
up from his writing with an air of grave at- 
tention when she began to speak, but after 
waiting in vain for an intelligible sentence, 
he proceeded. 

" You have judged very wisely for me. 
Miss TiumbuU, in relieving my declining 
years from the fatigue of business : no man 
understands the management or the value 
of money better than Sir Thomas Stock, 
and you could not, madam, in ^his point of 
view, have chosen a more proper guardian.'* 

Abneria said, " that she hoped Mr. Elmour 
would always permit her to consider him as 
her best friend, to whose advice she shotdd 
have recourse in'j^reference to that of any 
parson upon earth ; " recovering her as- 
surance as she went on speaking, and re- 
collecting some ofthe hints Lady Stock had 
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gtfen her, abonfc liic eonry and jeal^itty of 
the Ekncmrs, and of liieir sdsefme ofnunm- 
pdkwBg ker fortniie} she added afew^oniK- 
mon-plaee phnuses about — ^respectahititjr-^ ' 
gsatitode^^asd great cM^atuma^-— tiboes 
gSTo a; gknae at Lady Sto^'i» handsoHi^ 
carrit^, trhidi was waiting art the door-— *^ 
then flfked for Miss Elwour— and hoped^ 
she Should not be so nnfertunate a9 to niifi9 
seeing h^ before she kft the covmtry, as 
she came on purpose to take leave sf her-^*^ 
then looked at her watch :^— but all this was 
said and done with the awkwardness of a 
novice in the art of giving herself airs. Mr. 
MmouTy without being^ in the least irritated 
by her manner^ was all the time consider*^ 
ing how he ,could communicate, with the^ 
least possible pain, what he had further ti> 
say — ** Yon speak of me. Miss Tnmbnll, 
as of one of your guardians, in the letter F 
had the &vour of receiving from you a few^ 
days ago,'* said he ; '* but^iim must excuse 
me for declining that honour* Circum-^ 
stances have altered materially sinee I first 
undertook the management of your affidri^ 
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md my diture iHterferenee, or perhaps ereti 
my adrice^ migbt Bot appear a8 dkdnterestecl 
» fiwmeriy.'^ 

Mifift Tmnd^iQU here interrupt^ himnntk 
an exclamation of astonishment, and made 
fiHmy protestations of entire- dependence 
npon his disinterested fiiendship. He 
vnted with proud patience till she had 
finfelted W eulbgiiufc • 

* How far the" genereus^ extent of your 
eonfidenee, madam, reaches, or may here« 
after reoch^** said be, ^ must be tcie^ by 
Mha:*s^ not by me — ^nor yet by my so».^ 
Almeria changed colour. 
'^ He has left it tome, nradam, to do thai 
ftr him/ which perhape he feared he might. 
Aot hare sufficient resolirtion to.do l^plbita* 
MiSf-^to return to you these letters aimi this 
picture ; and to assure you that he consi- 
^s you* as entirely at Kberty to form any 
connexion, that may be suited to yeu^ pre« 
sent i4ew6 and mrcunistanees." 

Mr. Elmour put into her hsnd a padket 
of hep own lettensi to Frederick, and a m»« 
matuire pietme of hei!*seli^ whi^ she %ad 
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fenoerly g^ven to hex loven Thid wm an 
imexpeeted ^rake. His g«n0r(wtyr-^^ 
firmness of diar^cter-^the. idea of i<wdn|^ 
lam for ey^r<~all ruehed upom h&t mind at 

. Artififdal maniskers vanish the mw^at the 
natural passions are touched. Ahn€i^ 
flasped h^ hands ip an , agony <^ grie^ 
and exclaimed^ ^* Is h^goiie ! gjme for ever? 

— I have deserved it ! '' ^ T h? letters and 

pietiore fdl from her hapd — and she sank 
hsckqmie ovierpowered. When- she reoe- 
vered^ she fqund herself in the ap^n air oil 
a seat under Mr. £^1x1011^8 study windows, 
ani £^1^ bef»de.her. 

5 ** Pity* forgive, ^nd.advise me, my dear, 
my best, my t)Bly 3ireal friend," said Ahnaria 
*^^^ never did I want jour advice m mi|6h 
as at tbia m^ment*"^ 

'^ You shall have it, then, without fe- 
sarve," a^d Ellen, '* and witit^wt fe^ that 
it should be attributed tSjg any unworthy 
motive. Icouldahnaat as soon wish for 
my iKTother^s death, as desire to . see hitA 
united to any wonurn, let her beauiy add 
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aeooisjdkhnients be whtt they inSgiit» wha 
hada ibmd «r fiiwloiis chameter, sudi a» 
ooidd coMider moaey «9 the greatest good, 
or diflffipation as tibre {mine obfeet of life.*— 
I am firmly persuaded, my dew AliiMri., 
Iliat iMmever yoa may be daxzled by the 
int Tiew of what k called fiu&ionable IHe^ 
you will soon «ee things as they xeaUy are, 
and that you wSI xetam to yout fmner 
tttrtes and feelings.^ 

^ O! I am, I am returned to them ! " 
cried Almeria; ** I wiU write direetly tm 
Lady Stock and to Sir Thomas, to teU them 
&kt I have changed niy tmnd'^— only prai* 
Tail upon your father to be my guardiaai.'' 

^ Th&t is out of my power,** sakl Ellen ; 
^ tad I thmk that it is mudi better yon 
should be as you are^ left eoiti|^etcly at li- 
berty, and entirely independent of us« I 
adnise yoA, Ahneria, to persist in your 
scheme of qpettding the ensuing winter iit 
town with Lady Stock«*-then you will haw 
an opportunity of oompaHng your owk di^ 
£erent feeMngs, and of determimng whi^ 
tba^ are essential to^ ye^ur happinelBs.: If 
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deligblryQa fiioM tiiaa tiie jdwsuw of doi« 
niartic lifi9«-«{AMife lbeDfr*--^iir ftrtuftd^n^L 
pnt'itittyonr power; ^roa wifi. bnrak: no? 
tlgageiiiente ; and' you iviH hsfe^ na b^ 
fraaebes to^ Iboir &»m «. On tbe tmtrsasfr 
i£ yoiju ind dat yaur hapfinew d^qfiettds: 
iqpon fikndfilip ad iMe^ and tint Ab Ufir 
Wt fo^i^dy'led' tc^edser isi thirt. wbkak ysK 
prefer^ you will return ta SkttMr Gnove, 4a 
^oioffiifendi aiidyoiis lover, and your Aoiee 
will iiofc fee tiiaferof rimaiice iMiit. a£ leaaMii^ 
^^ Iti utat i^itk dificulty' l9iat Alnesia, ia 
k«r piflmrtl fit of eidi»ia«m^ wulfl ht^ 
bi^o«^Mr te listen, td siribtr scoiBer nd traB" 
fiie3idBhi^« HerpertioQ^ fifom BSfaok atid 
Mri lii^liHitir MSffc bar maflrpteini, sAd A& 
fetuened to hei^ hAwaMe ftiend iri&. 
siYollai eyefl aad m hemyf hxmriL Hatc iM^ 
jsomih0meyiw^ wfts sdoB&ngettenitt th^^bw:-^ 
lie a»diiDv#ty of acnt^P titm^^m Vf^m 
hnMmmk ia Loirimv &^. taatns of idme 
iiQ»« qokid^ forced upm^ her miii^ ndnah 
itacpe an^diMfflilar as p€N»iU8 fr«m those 
aM«iMNfri4# lov% friendship, anAfi&^difip 




Giiyve. At Six ThomM Stook'i^ ^verjr 
thing she 9am and heard «erved to Tenoml^ 
txr lather to eetivinoe her, of theopuleiioe of 
the owner of the house. Here every object 
was esiiinatedy not for its beauty ^rdiagaftce, 
Init hy its oosfliiiess. Money was fche grand 
4siterion, by which the worth of attimate and 
JBafiiniate olgects was -ahke decided* In 
Iftns fioeiety, the worship of the goldm idol 
was avowed without shame or mystery ; and 
all who did sot- bofr the kiiee to it were 
considered as hypocrites or fools. Our be- 
Toine, possessed of two hundred thousand 
pounds, wuld not lail to have a large share 
4if linaehse-^every tiihig she said, or looked, 
was applauAed in Sk Thomas S<x>Gk's fa* 
anily ; and die woiikl have found admira- 
tioo ^delightl^l^ if she had not snspeoted, 
ffaat ^her fortune alone entitled htac to oU 
^fais ^qvplanse. This was rather a martifp 
ing nsfliaction. By d^gnebs, however, her 
delifcneijr oh itiaos sttbjeot t^ted ; she learned 
pfailosophically to <}o»nder her fortane as a 
tlmig so immediately assoeiated wit^ ber^ 
aelf as to form a part of her persoiial meiitw 

f 
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VfOh diis piindfii^ she soon iMcame vatil 
itf Iterweftlth, and she was led to cnrenratd 
the coDie^pietiee that ridies bestovr oa tiieir 

possessor. 

la a eapitol city, sncih mmierims olaiBiants 
fiordistiiictkm appear, with beaaity, birt^, 
wit» fashion, or we^h tO' support thas pre- 
tensions, that the vanity of an iadiTiduai^ 
however damorons, is immediately nleneed^ 
if not humbled. When Miss Tnml^l 
weirt iftto public, she was surpiised by^ie 
discovery of her own, nay even of Lady 
Stock's indignifieancCi At York, her lady- 
ship was c(»sidered as a personage high as 
humaa veneration c<mld look ; but' in Lon^ 
don,she was lost in a crowd of fellow*mortals* 

It is, perhaps, firom this sense of humilia- 
tion, that individualsooinfainetogether^todb- 
tmn by their union that importance and sel& 
compheency, whicfa^separately they coBldxi«>. 
Tsr ergoy. MissTumbull observed, that aniu 
mcrcms acquain^aftce was essential to thow 
wholtm much in puMie^-^that thenumberof 
curtsies, and the consequence of the 
whom tiiey are given or rei^WKed 
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u the laeasuve 4il merit and happiness. Ncv 
thii^ can be more mdandioly tkan most 
plaees of public amusement, te ikose who are 
fstrangers to the crowds which fill them. 

Few pecqplet hare such strengtii of mind 
as to be indifibrent to the opinions of nnm^ 
b^s, even eooendered merely as numbers; 
benee those, who live in crowds,' in fiict sur« 
aseader the power of thinking for themselves^ 
eitiherin trifles, or in matters of ccmsequence. 
Our heroine had ims^ined, before she came 
to. town, that Lady Stock moved in the 
highest cirde of fashion ; but she socm ])er-* 
eeived, that many of the people of rank, 
igfho visited her* lady i^ip, and who partook 
of her sumptuous entertainments, thought 
tfaey eondese^»ded extremely, whilst they 
paid this homage to wealth. , 

Xhie night at the Opera, Almaia hap- 
pened to be seated in the next box to Lady 
Bradrtone, a proud womsm of high fatnil)^, 
who considered 0, whose geneal<^ eould 
not vie in antiquity with her own,r ds up* 
starts, that ought to be kept d^wu. H&i: 
ladyships either not knowing, or not co^ i j^. 
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Bbp WA6 in tbe.Dcact.1bwL Id hm^ ^^tifSB^ ^ 
dMiwu)^ m eotertdimiteBt nbich iiad btei 

Frqm biar tCiitertAiAxaeiit^t the ti^atinifemi 'was 
I9ii4y to h^r dMRaot^ md to .tb«t .'of her 

f^imloc^ to h»Te all the ^pmse^peoitd sd^* 
.siiffici^oy of a banker, «&d tU tbe pevteeiS 
ef a <^pk; even his boy warmed as if it 
eas»e &oi)a b^iind the- omiitec. 

Till tbk moment, Almeiia bad, at lea&t, 
periQitted, if nat ^ncomaged, this .^eotie- 
Hian'^ assiduities : f^r she had hdibei^ fsetsi 
him roaly in eKunpany wheve he.ihad been 
idj^abred.;. his at^nidons^ thfrnfcae^bsAh^a 
flat^fig tP her vanity ; bat tibn^ ii(W 
begfiutk) ^ppe^ inq^mte a different ]i^^' 
she saw Mr. Steck in the .point; of ^leniu^i 
which Lady, ^radstone placfti btm; nnd 
felt ilmt:^ . Bright biS'dQgQBaded,! balKm^ 

■a 

n^ bg olet^t^, in tb(^ ](aeJ6s. of JfosUos. Ii^ 
i$bAb. an asdmirer. Sbe h%4n rf:o wsbsb, li^ 
^e jgM^.uot so intiinatelyj connected witfa a 
^w|ieh yfm, ridicnled Sfeir waint^f tasted 
wealth, as[ she HMJfiv ; s^fpected. 
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was tlteir only ticket of ftdmittanoe into the 
soeiety of the Inruly degaiit~-Iii the land 
of fiishicm, ** Alps on Alps arise; " and no 
sooner has the votary reached the summit 
of one weary ascent, than another appears 
higher still and more difficult of attainment* 
Our heroine nowbecame discontented in that 
dtuation, which but a few months before 
had been the grand object of her ambition. 
In the mean time, as Mr. Stock had not 
overheard Lady Bradstone's conversation at 
the Opera, and as he had a comfortably 
good opinion of himself, he was sure that 
he was making a rapid prepress in the la- 
dy*s favour. He had, <^ late, seldom heard 
h&t mention any of her friends at Elmour 
Grove ; and he was convinced that her ro*- 
mantic attachment to Frederick must have 
been conquered by his own superior address. 
Her fortune was ftilly as agreeable to him, 
as to his money-making father : the only 
diflb^enee between them was, that he lof ed 
to squander^ and his &ther to hoard gold. 
Extravagance frequently produces prema* 
tui^ avaxiee — *young Mr. Stock eakulated 
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Jim TimdmU's ftrt«ne» imgldL iktigtiimt^ 
tlttit «feveiy iothflr young ladgriyiAbitt tiM 
iphms of his attiMtioM^ fimftd'tbe htknue 
in heat &woixr fajr sine ikmrnmiAf^ msdihSm 
pcf^oeal in iotm^ ud coiddiiot imvr« lin 
Mb&fuAmBsA, wksn he {ound kisudbF' m 
£»mx^|eeted. SirThottiisaiidLiid^ShiA: 
used ill t&rar infiiteiiee in Iiifi &yqwv .te4 

piMPskwi for Fsedtiic^ SbMivr Wi«(Sf tiie Cflbse 
itf thi$ xeimsi ; sifid li^y ^iteet^ tibwl^ iw» 
giilmttte ^faiiist die feliy of maip^g J^ 
k^e. Ow h&mme wm^ at tiiVi 4»Acw tWM 
in d»^ga^ of IW Mbf a£ miu^rylng^ l«c. Ib^ 
fifaida-i^not iimlk sh^Jmi fised W Jm^ 
iipon any niimf^&e^n. in pujibito; ImI 
she h«d f^mod ane^alt^ i<kiifaif th^ vdbtfe 
qp^ecH^^and fihe vegre^i. ihsA £f ednvak 
was not in tjbA magie <ixdte» isot iskaek nil 
b<9r hoped of happne^ n#vr . joaukioi^ SIm^ 
mote kind letters t9>]M^£)si9ur, Mt Mflk 
leti^r was written w;& gceatet diiiinfttf 
thm tlij& pceceduig; for ahe hadkst wBjAm* 
\^est in the ^een^^Sam vhkh jemad^ 
w deMgiiMfuJL She Jl iai» Ul 
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nmrSewykam u tmaixxorn aad faer 4f» 
tioi AmdM mto aptlogies for long nfaoor 
' ■ yiwi iaeg of Imag a. Jbeiter coxMspandeal; 
m fiiBiiae-^-iWMi& £»r iMr^ddng these pro^ 

OMM % iscgdnurf i^Mdjriii her bdfie^ that 
her fiieod*iiSMld ai krt prove worthy of her 
fiOtoeBEr, aad of her farother's lonre^ The jre- 
jtBttkm id Mr. StodE^ whidi AUuoia dad 
naib ifatl to xBoga&m^ canfiraied thisfav4MiraUe ^ 



When that gentlemaa mw at length with 
ftiffimlty oosuvimeed^ that our heireat 
fafti imffed agaiBst him* hk nmnners aad 
thaae of Ibs £uBiil j dban^ted towards her froia 
the eMxeaie of cinlity to that of rudenefs^ 
— ^ihey^ lipoke of her as aeoquette aaxd a jilt^ 
$mA a pcKsoa wiaK> gave herself very extra* 
Ardtanry nm ^e was vexed^ and abrm^ 
•«««aQdiaher first eoafimmi and distitess 
thought of KkreiatiQg to her &iaids at £L 
aaor Gsoeire. 6be wrote a folio sheet to 
IBkm, isofike her hd;e a|)€^cti<? efoslleiri 
£ill of fiie&ehfngs'of her heart, a^d of a 
tiKveetiTe agamst fsm^faxenable and in* 
. D 2 

i 
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ieiested friendi. After a: nwtnAre 4tf iier 
^piairel with the Sboclis, she fbdaied ilurt; 
«fae vfovld immedialely i^t her hofoAmt 
acquaintance, and jretura to her best ftieod. 
But the very day after 4Bhe 'had 
this letter* she cbanged her 
farmed a new idea of a besi/rknd. '••'' 
Ctee mommg she went witib Lady^^tock 
to a bookseller's, whose shop senied asra 
ftshionable /(»iii^^. Her ladydbip ^atned 
books, like all other things, in {mfoctioK 
to the money whidil^hey oost : die had no 
taste for literature^ but a great ifiuacy^ &r«fr« 
eumuliding themost expensive pubfieatiani^ 
which she displayed ostentatioualyas'pact 
of the costly fnrnitujre of her hbQse« Whiiife 
she wa» looking over some literary hi^oiiio^ 
rich in all the elegance of hot-pirjtyb .and 
vellmu bindmg. Lady firicdstcNfl^^aai^^^^ 
party of her friends came in^ iJie rnma . 
She immediately attracted 'arid^e^»M■«ft 
the^ attention o£ all present. ^ Lady Stoit 
turned over the leaves ci.ihe i&ie boela^ 
and asked their prices ; but she had ikke 
mortificatton to perceive, that, sha iffras ;ai^ 



olgeet rather of derinim thftti of admiration 
to tiiesMT opmaes. None are so easily put 
wtaS eoontetumoe bjr aif8» as those, ^ho^ 
aa&sosl; apt to play them off on their in-« 
bttOBk htAj Stodc bit h&t lips in evident 
smbacfassment/aiid the awkwardness of her 
tKstress increased the* eonfidence and 
tiiiimpk of her adversary. She had some 
time hefixe proroked Lady Amdstone by 
ffm^ m coQoert in opposition to one of 
hers^ mA by eagKpdg^ at an enormous ex-i^ 
p0tise» a oekbfated perfimn^ for her night : 
hostilites had thenoeforward been renewed* 
at every convenient opportunity, by tifie 
ctnoAeading &ir on^i. Lady Bradstone now 
todk oecaoon loudly to lament hsi extreme 
poiierty ; and she put this question to all 
berpttrty, whether, if they had it in their' 
powes^ ^y dbottld prefer having . more 
BMiey tifann taste, or mote taste thnt 
money ?«-^They wete going to decide |Mrr 
oetkmMtimy but her ladyship insisted wjfm. 
UdUng eadi vote s^arately, beeause tfaia 
pntoi^ed the tonnents of her rival* ^^ 
heaid the preference of taste to money 
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iterated Balf a cbtesB iSme^ «pner, iridilii^ 
most provoking rmety of insidlafl^ itaN 
phasis. Almeria's sufferings dmngr iini 
seene were &r move poignant ttaaitlwcrf 
iSie pensoa against ^om tiie liclculr 'VW 
aimed : not tibai dbe pitied Lady 
mjf> she ivbuld have vejoleed ta haw 
bef humbled to the dust; if dbe «oidld hsem 
escaped all i^ie in her mcftifi^MidK : tat 
M die aj^eared as her Uldylfc^lrif) atfe(pi«fait« 
ane^ she apprehended that ahe night Ibe 
miataken fer her friend. An ly prtrt wrf ty 
d£fered of marking the differende. *^Ae 
beidcseller adced Lady jStoek if she di^^ f^ 
put her name doivn in a list of snbsdiftita 
to a new wwk. The book, she saw, wail to 
be. djedieated to Lady Bradstone^ibld "tttt 
WW sufficient to deeide her agi^st it. 
' Skf deelati^, that she nevei" mi^pMri^ 
imdL things eitber by hei^'nanie drlMr 
me^ey ; l^t for h^ part she was no "^^^ 
tieian; that she thought Ibnaie p al iiito 
wiei-e abraxd and odious ; and tlmt «lfia ww 
g^ none of that deseviptlon wete 0t^lmt 
aequaintMce. .* * 
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AH ikii wai9|^b»ily dfins«teda|gsaitirt Lady 
Bradstoae, vAx^ ims a jBealow patriet : har 
laAjrdiqiix^feorted, by wme refledioiMB eqpdly 
kesu, but wtber ni(»e politeljr expraraed, 
eMk patf isMbdr^mng their ianueiidoes t« 
f^Cf boofasettBr, ifto» a&aid to disoblige 
o^^ Ae xidk or the £fusiuQMble, preietved, 
as mmeh fts it wfts ifi the power cf hisr mus- 
dieS) n perfei^ neutral eoantenanoe.. At 
liEiM;» in dtder t^ relieve hiiMelf fimn hit 
^ftutraint, ^e betodk himself to eounit the 
sidbiBeribeQi^ and Miss Tunbnll neixed tlua 
m^eut to desire that hoc mane might ba 
ftdded to ^ li»t Lady &Mli«oiie's eyes 
weie immediaflely tSxed upon her with com* 
]^bte2iey~Ii(idy Slop's flashed jBre^ Re- 
guShm of thd^ fire> Alifieria cddly aidded 
^ ISUidNre e<^pies, tir> if you pletse,^ 

«^ Twelte Mpms, Mis6 TwubuU, nt a 
gttiBea a-pieee! Lord bla»i me^ 4o you 
faN)w wbat you are about, my dear?** said 
Udy8twk. 

*"' Perfee% tveB/' repfied eto herettfe; 
'^t t^ik twiS^e'gi»aeasy or t^nty titaea 
tibat smfi» waold be^well beatowed iaMMfrt- 
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big independeuoet pf saitknent^ which I tm- 
derstaod is the ol^ect of this, waik."-*^ 
wbiispeT £rom Lady Bradstone to ^me of , the 
shopmen, of *^ Who is th^it ^harming 
woman ? " gave our heroine courage, to pro- 
nounoe theiae woxdSt Jj^y Stoek ia gmt 
dispfeasuie walked; to her carnage, sayipg-^ 

** You are to consider what yqu will, do 
with your twelye. copies^ Miss Tuiaibu]l» for 
I am convinced your guardian will never 
kt such 9 parcel of inflammatory trash i^to 
his house: he admires female {iatiiotMpip» 
9Si3.aU that sort ^f thing, as Uttkt as I do." 

The rudeu$«s of this, speech did not 
disconcert :Alnieria; .for sb9.,was foirtir 
fied by the .Q(HWciousQ$8s> that she, had 
gained her^ point with I<ady Sb(iid|to9i?» 
Tim lady j^iqued herself \tpm shpwiiig 
her prefareiic^ and aversi^mi with, e^pud 
enthusiasm and eclat She dechn:^ bc^Nf 
a laige company at dinner, that ttotwitlbf 
standing Miss TumbuU was . nobody hf 
birth, she )iad majde hesrself somciotfy by 
wgrnt ; and that for her part, idie shouts* 
contrary to her geaend principle, whi«h abe 
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GOofeMed y^M to keep a strong Kne of de- 
xnttcatkm between nobility and mobi&ty, 
take a pride in bringing forward merit even 
in Ae shape of ' a Yorkshire grazier's 
dat^Iitar. 

Pnrsiiailt to this gradous declaration, she 
empowered a common' friend to introduce 
MissTurhbuB to het, on the first oppor* 
tunily. When people really wish to be- 
come icquiiinted with each other, opportu* 
nities are eadly and quickly £>nnd. The 
parties met to their mutual satisfaction, 
that very idght in the cdffee-room of the 
Opersrhouse; conversed more in five mi- 
nutes tfaiin people in town usually converse 
in ^e months or yekrs, wh'en it is their 
wilih to keep on a merely civil footing. But 
thb was not ihe footing on which Miss 
Tta^buH desired to be with Lady Brad-r 
stone ; Ae took the utmost |)ains to please, 
and meeeeded. She ow^d her success 
dwflf'to tibe dexterous manner iii which 
she Biamf^ted her contempt for her late 
dear ftlbid Lady l^tock. Her having re* 
fused ail alKtece with the family was much 

D 5 
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u het fitvour; her lidyslnp aduyMiimr 
i^irit, bat little cmpected iJm* the i»Wi« 
tnoptiiMs nuumef in iriii^ sh^ iMd-dMfe^ 
hem crorheard to spMk of tlH^ boi^ef^f 
son, was the real and immediate eMSt of 
his ic^ectionu The fhftm — ^ Onfy Stbdk: 
tile hsiiker's son ''-^--dedded his fNt6-^4(^^ 
much may he do»e by the mere dnplfeidb 
oaaanglewordfiomfaiE^onabiefipsI Oltf 
heroiBe managed with consideraUe K^Mnittfl^ 
in bringing her qpiarvel with one Mend <b 
a crisis, at the moment yihea aMiber t9W 
ready to receive her. An OBten«iUo]^t0Kfc' 
k never wanting to those who ise^ iMoiwA 
(m war. The hook to which Mils Tudiibtdl 
had subscribed was the pi^tOKt n^n tttw 
occasion: nothing could be m<Mre in^iAaient 
to her than politics ; but Lady Biradstone^ 
party and principles were to be defMded 4i 
^ events. Sir Thomas Stock pyotissfed, 
that he might be hurt essentialiy in tte 
opinion of those for whom bd had tlie 
highest eondderation, if a young lady ^vmg 
imder his roof» known to be his W]iid> Uti 
probably presumed to be guidgd by hmtf 



1. 
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AmM pa Im naine as mbmriber to 
tl^ym t&jgmcth wdfrk pfttnmixed by Lady 
BrttdMxNie. *' The mere dtettmstaiiee ^ 
^ being deditoted to htt kdydkip siiowed 
wlAt it nrnHhe,"* 8!f ThoBias observed; find 
Ite made it a peint irith Miss Tumbun, 
t^at «}ie fthoold ttitibdraw her name from 
tlie rabsariptioQ. This Miss Tttf&boU aK 
solutely reftitsed. Lady BiMhtoiie vncs h&r 
cmfidafit upeii the et^easion, md half a 
dexen notes a day pai^sed between them : 
at length the affair was brought to the long 
imhed-f^r eriids. Lady Bradstone invited 
Miss Tnfnbidl to her houde^ feeling her- 
seM^ as she isaid, bound in hononr to bear 
her out in a di^^mte, c^ which she had been 
tile original occasion. In this lady's society, 
Aimeria ibund the style of dress, manners, 
and conversation, difierent from what she 
hadSseen at Lady ^od:*s — she had without 
^ffieitlty imitated the afifectaticm of Llidy 
Stock ; but there was an ^sMe in the decided 
tone of Lady Bradstone, which could not 
b^so eai^y acquired. Having lived fr^l%, 
her infency in the best company, there w^' 
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BO heterogeD^eawt mpj^ure in her laluiiia^ ; 
and the consdoMSQ^ ^rthlii e^yetiui ht^ 
bUual air of fleemity ito.har moxdBt.iMkB, 
and motions, J^a^y Si^ 4efemed .ftsmd 
to heg, or b^y-r-l4ldytfi|r9A^MiMl»8to 
ed to omin)ii94» w lavy, ii^iAM^aftjkm asihcr 
ijlghtfiil trjbirte, Tho^ ffrif(§ of Lady^Bradi- 
stone was vaij^rmlyj v^vA/^ and «leoMa- 
M ;--^the Insolenee of fl^dy Stoek^- if it 
were .op|K)«e4 hee^me iJQtvBrdly and , ridi- 
culous. X4a% v^adjsl^nQ seemed .to have^ 
on all ocGai;ionsv4niia$tJgtictii^ sense Off whxt 
a person of fa^hioii oi^ht todoj-rrLsicty. 
I^ock^ notwithi^ta^dingrher . hf ava^mrig ^air, 
was frequently perplai<ed» and anKtous^ sud 
therefore awkws^d : i^ hs^ ^Xmiyu reeonrse 
to precedent^. " JUrdy B * ■ ■ ^snidso— 
or Lady Q- . v. ■ ■' did 60r»-Lady 6 ■ * 
wore thJLs, or JUidy H i \ «■■! was thero^ aood 
therefore I am sure it. was proper;? 

On the ep^itraafy^ LadyJ^n^toue never 
quoted authorities l^t prenuned.that die 
was a precedent, for^ oth^s. The lone was 
e^er to folio w--**the other detamined to 
lead, the fai^ioB. 
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Oiir hmme, rfh& imm by no means de- 
fistent in pei^eM^M, and whose whole at- 
tmtiim was How gir^n to the studjr of ex. 
tmaiB, ^piiddy ^oiived these shades of 
di&raMe betweieii h^r lite and her present 
firicbd. ^ ^1^ -remarked) m particular, tiiat 
she fmpd ii^rsdf mndb more at ease in 
LadyrBradstDneli sodety. Her ladyship's 
pads wa» «dt 96 offensive as Lady Stoek'a 
vanity : < secnrerof her own snpmority^ Lady 
ftradatene -^id not wttnt to measure herself 
eviBKy instant with mfeiiinrs. She treated 
Ahadriftius her equal in evey respect ; and 
iir. setting har right in points of fashion 
nei^sr neem&A to trinanph, hut to consider 
her own knowledge as a necessary conse* 
quenee of tte tife she had led from her iu« 
&aey. With a sort of pnmd generosity, 
she always considered those whom she ho« 
noured with her friendship, as thi^cefbr^ 
ward-jgntitited to all the advantages of her 
own situation/ and to all the recqpect d«e to 
a part ci h^nself. I^e now always used &i& 
\Ymd\Di;ef with peculitr emphasis, in i^peak^ 
ing of Miss TumbuU and herself. This 



^ AlMBftlA. 

VMM a Digiial pedbtitty fTell QodanrfMd by 
her acqn^ititftiice. Atandlpfai wm ttdorroi 
efery vihexe with the tttost liiit mgrtifaa t 
attentiofi ; and she was dcflighted^ and %b^ 
stoltttely intoxicated, with her sud^tem n^ 
k tile world cf feflhioti. She fotead that hcse* 
firmer aoqudatanoe at Lady Stoel^ wefe 
Extremely ambitious of cmicning an ifiti^ 
i&aey ; but this could not be don^. Mks 
Tterribufl had now acquired, by practice, 
the power of looking at people wlllioiit 
seeming to see them, and of fbrgetting thoisfe 
with whom she was perfectly well acquaint- 
ed. Her opinion of her own consequence 
was much raised by the court that was paid 
to her by several young n^n of fashion, wh^ 
thought it expedient to marry two hundred 
thousand pounds! 

• How quicldy ambition extends her TleW9 f 
Our heroine's highest olgect had lately been 
to form an affiance with a ntan cf fatshicm ^ 
^ had now thre^ fei^onabk admirers in 
her tntin ; but though she was flattered by 
&eir atten^m, she hIR not the least inc%» 
nation to d^de In favour of any of thiSbe 
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MiiiMbttea Hie oiif yoong tun 9i hn 
jpMsmt aefiuikitmoe» who fieeoMMi to be«at 
^iHatveBiA^ her power, was Loid Biiidii^ 
stone; eiulitpom the eonquest of hie hearty 
dir iaAm Ws fiide, her faaef mm filed* 
He had all his sioiber^s £unily pride/ and 
h^ had bee& taught hy her to expeot an 
allianoe witik a daughter of one of liie flia| 
noble families in England. The posnUlicy 
of hiis mmymg agiaaier^s daughter had 
KPWeiitetediDto Ins or Lady fixadeloftele 
tiioughts: they saw, indeed, every dafy, ex^ 
aaftples, asaong the &st nobflity, of sudh 
tttatehes : but tliey sffw tibem with eontempt. 
Almeria knew this, and yet she did not de^ 
s|»air of SQooess ; nor was she wrong in hex 
oakulaliens. Lord Bmdstone was fond of 
high play*-«hi8 taste fer gaming soon re* 
dtteed him to distra»-*«his gnardian was en* 
tugtAf and sdMohrtdy refosed to pay iat 
iMkhsp^e ddbts. What was to be done ?-~ 
He miait ' extrisaUie hnnself &om hia diflU 
eidMes by marrymg seme rieh heirass* 
Jwlapositibn makes mere matdiea tiban sBL 
tibMi airta of Oofiid. AIIbs Tuzn^boli was the 
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hmem nearest at li^tid. Loid Bradcftcfue's 
pride >?vtt compelkd to yieklio bis intemrt, 
aftd he resolved to pay Hs Hd&^sses to the 
Y(»rkslure graziei^s daaghfter : but he knew 
that his moiiier would be indignant At this 
idea ; :ind he th^efote determined to pro* 
eeed caotioufiSy, and to assnre'himself of the 
young hidy^s approbation before he shoiild 
brave his mother's anger. 

The winter was now passed, and her lady^ 
diip invited Mii^ Tumbull to accompfOiy 
her to Cheltenham ;--^her son was ^ the 
party. Our heroine plainly understood Ins 
intentions, and her friiendship for Lady 
Bradstone did not prevent ha: from fitvour- 
n^ his views : neither was she deterred by 
her knowledge of hii^ l<ffditirp V tastfe hf 
play, so ardent' wasr her deisire &r a coronet 
The reoolleetion of l^edertek EkrioUr some* 
times crossed her imaginatton, and s&iidb: 
her heart ; btit the pakig^as soon over, and 
she settled her donsdcMce %'the rrefeeiiefl^ 
that she WM not, m. the leasi^sgfiee, boiiifid 

in hooour to him--*lie had Wher eiittRfy 
at liberty, ited eouM^ not iomfllStiorU her 
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cofidttct- As to WlenfmHXf&ej.daj she de* 
teHxwed. to wzjlA^ to h&r, and evi^ day i^ 
put it off till to-morrow* At last ahe waa 
saved jtho trouble pf itt^lfi^ aiid breaking 
any mwe^ rewliitjoivk : f(yr one evenings ai 
she waa walking, with Lady Biadstone and 
hec noble .admifcet, ^Ui the pul^ walk» she 
m^ Miss Slmour and hegc brol^ier. 

She accosted Ellen with great ei^mess ; 
but it WHS plain to her IH^'s disc^nifig 
eye^ ,thiat her joy y^^ effected. After re* 
pealing s^qvi^al tiinefii that , ahe waa quite 
delighted at this^ unQxpeete^ meeting, she 
ran on with ajvumber of comniqin*pI#ee qttes^ 
ti^Bia, jttttMnenoing a^ oonchjiding with<*^ 

/^ When did yd^joon^? — ^How loqgddi 
yott stay P-r-Wh^re do, you .lodge ? '^ 

^< We have hew horciabouta fi>rtn|ght» 
and I b^ofo^T^ ^^wU 9<|fty abouta ip^nth 
loi^ierJ' 

" Judged !— A monA HSo )Mg !— Haw 
fortnnalie !— ^nt wh^:e are you ? " 

*^ We lodge^a little out of th« town, on 
thei«ad to C^^iteester.** 

" How unfortunate ! — We are at such a 



^ AtiffBKIJL 

Abcking 4i8t>a cc V'- I ^t ' with Lad^Bbfdt- 
lit«ne-~« most «haimhtg womaa (•— WlM»«ie 

«« WKii my poor JiMher,** said EUea ;«' hii 
kl8 beisa rery ill ktely, «Bd WB cane hm 
Ml his aMMUsi** 

' <<Ill!**-(Mllfr.EhiMNirt->rfii«xti«ni{ly 
Gonoemed— but whom hftve y<m to HtmA 
htm ?-9»Ydii should Mftd to tovnt for Dr. 
GfMt — do ywL know he is tite only mtta 
noiv ?-«the imAj ttmst Lady Bnubtone luftd 
I hftTe&tiy depeiidetioeoci^-^ I weredyin^, 
iie is the lara I ebmild send £bn Do jbaite 
Urn for Mr. Slmow, my deMr-Hiiid d^^ 
be ^iantiedt abore all tlAsgih^ymL blix^it^ 
fe iiatnral, ht youf ftither's i^, that he 
tdiould not fad as well as he fara heim^~lmt 
t i^ress*yOU->>HMtd detain^ y 

Ovff hefolae, aifter finimiig off theso int« 
meaning sentenees^passed 011, bdmgashMMd 
fb wklk\iMi Ellen ki paUlo, lx«MseLady 
Bradstonehad whisfieKd, ^^W-k^i^skef** 
N6t to he Intown in the vifolld of ftsUon is 
an unpardonable eri'm^ ftr whieh do ttMlit 
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mmwXxmt.'^Time dkyn AfB^iheSbte Miss 
IW&biiU iwat to Me her fiinds, aotwiti^ 
sttfaduig her extraone coDcern far poor Mr* 
Wkamm, Htv exxmsetoliereMMKiiienceintty 
lUmt Laxbf Bbadstmie's cairxage ooidd not 
sooner tes^necl Pe^pfe in aMilMii neok 
of iiii jse, cr tntke tisemeeltw, siaim to 
hwseis and carriages ; widx erery ippnitnt 

ffiore dopeiideat tiiaa ifaek tradamiai or 
tMr sorvaati. Tfaoate w^ a tinii^ vfau 
Almom woUi M< tatve faeea lestraiiied by 
ibeie imaginary mp^ibUkies from sfioir^ 
n^ldfidbiessp to bear fiieodb ; %«t that tidna 
wa8 »bvr 0(Mplotriy past. She wai^ al pre« 
amt, Mcsdraa to avoiA faarfiag any ptinM; 
ttmveiafttiott uritfc Ellei^ kaoaiue die moi 
vAmnei to avdw her diaiiga of ^0Ws and 
d^tinienta. In &e short aMning tiait 
fvMdi shopaid heup^ Ahneria tattdl of pri^ 
He ^aoaa, of puhlioehamcteia, of diaaa aarit 
equipages, &;c. She inquired, indoad, wilb 
ji wo£sh afr of iia&iite aeaailaiifcf) ftr poor 
Mri SShM» t aqir^Miwn aha lio^ 



^ 
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was confined to hk bed^ ske r^fetted most 
«coe88i?ely that she could not see him ; bat 
a few seconds afterwards^ with asmtaUe 
dbange of voice and eourteaance^ she made 
an easy transition to the psaise of a Hew 
dbress of Lady Bradstone's inv^ation^ FrO' 
deridk Elmour caine into the room in the 
midst <tf tile enlogium on her ladyship's 
taste**-8be was embarEassed for a BiomeBt; 
but quiddy recoverinir the tone of a fine 

been any thing to her but a common ac« 
qnaihtance* The dignity and finmltes of 
his manner proToked her pide ; dhe wished 
to eoquet with him — she tried to excite his 
jeaknsy by talking of L(«d BradisAooe : but 
Tm^ere all her airs and innii«idoeB> Aef 
eoidd not tatort from him even a si|^. 
£3iewai somewhat consoled, . however, hf 
ofeaeriring in his 8tster*s counl^lanee the efc- 
^legsMii^ asishe thought^ of eaifaFeme moT- 
tiieation. 

A few ^ys after this Tisik, Miss Twn** 
bull leeeired the fiAawing note from. Jifijka 
Elmour : 
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^^ MY DEAR ALMBRIA) 

If you still msh that I 
should treat y6u as a friend, show me that 
you da, and you will find my affection un- 
artered. If; on the contrary, you have de- 
dded to Jiuhme a mode of Hfe, or to form 
eouniexions, which make you ashamed to 
own any one for a friend, who is not a fine 
lady, let our intimacy he dissolved for ever 
—it could only he a sourcJe of mutual pain. 
My fadier is hetter to-day, and wishes to 
see you. Will you spend this evening with 
him and with 

Your affectionate 

ELLEN ELMOUR?** 

It happened, that the very day Miss 
Turahull received this note. Lady ]foad- 
stone was to have a conoert, and Almeria 
knew that h^ ladyehip would he offbnded if 
she were to spend the evening ynfith tiie El- 
mours: it was, as she said to herself, im* 
MmMe, therefore, to accept of Ellett^s in* 
vHasHAoDk She eaSied upoa her in tlie et^nrse 
of Ae morning to make an apology. She 
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found Ellen betide bar faitbci;^ iwba was 
seated in bis-wm-Gluu^: be looked extremdy 
pale and weak : she waaat fint daookedat 
the change she saw in her old &ien4. md 
she could not utter the premeditated a|Op 
logy. £l}en tp4k it for granted that she 
was^ com^ in consequence of her Bot^ to 
spend the day with her^ and she enibrafied 
her withr affectionate joy. HerwJiole CQim^ 
tenance changed, when our heroine bc|^ 
at last to talk of Lady Bcadstone aiid the 
ooncert^^EUen burst into tearsK 

'^ My dear child," said Mr. Elmwr, pub** 
ting his hand upon lus dai^hter's, which 
rested iqion the arm of his cliair, ^' I did 
not expect this weakness from you." 

Miss Tu^nbuU, inqp^ent to f^itm a 
?mm which slie had neither stife^th: jqtf 
mind i0 ensure ma: to pfovejut^ foae tc^ t«]ie 
leave. 

'' My dear EUeUsJ' saii shc^ m m.mit- 
solute tme» '* my dearest c^eatoe^ you mm^ 
u^ ijisbt^s yoiiifielf in this wa(jf— I vmsi 
hav^ you keep 19 yew stj^ito^ . 1^ fM0^ 
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iaaeiymmtM too rnndb^ indeed y#tt do ; tal 
ywiaeeypB me ixfc ggpitl to 'iib> Y^ur fii^ 
ther \vill be better, and tiewiU ptmnide yoii 
ta learot him fiir saktiir 9r tivo^ laiBissre^ 
ud wenmafc l»«e you «ww|^ w; aodi 
must intvodnoe you to Lady BradfitoM ■■ 
flkte^s a dsflQciaii^ w0OQaii# I aswwe you — ^yoH 
"rdbM Bke her of ail thiagis,, if you kncsw 
lao^f . Ckmie^diaBH fet mo sm you m ibm 
way. Redly, my dear £lk9w this is 8p UB^ 
like yiMi*-*-I eas aanifft you tbat^ whatever 
yoK may think, i have yiNUL aa well as ever 1^ 
dkl^ imd ni^er ahaH i^gek my oMJigaticma ta 
17// your family ; . but you know, a perMfi^ 
idbi» ii^N^ m tlm world as I do^ must nyake 
sach teniiife saianfiees of thw time---one 

V 

euf t do aa. tmrn pieases-K-ona^a jua absolute 
sAne. Sby^ mwt foi^vemi^ deal? ISiUmj^ 
finrhiddiBg'3i!ou &mw^ for tibe pMseAt." ^ 

£Hea haatily wif»d Away her t^Ars^ aa4 
twGoiiiig^lia Ahaesia.'witii an air of : da^ity^ 
haU OQt heKhaadto her,, and aaid[««*p 

^.Fapreifi^ for emt, AOm^Af^ ! — May yo«i 
nam^&d the:;nwit o£ a sioo^se :aiid aiToer^ 
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ticMiate friend ! — May tbe triwa]^ of 
ftshion make you amends &r all you sacii- 
fiee to obtain than !" 

Miss Tumbull was aliased and agitated 
-Hshe huiried out of the room to oonoealher 
conlvusaon, stepped into a carriage wiiii a 
coronet, drove away, imd endeayoured to 
forget all that had passed. The concert in 
the evening recalled her usual train of ideas, 
and she persuaded herself, that she had 
done all, and more than was necessary, in 
offering to introduce Ellen to Lady Brad- 
stone. ** How co^ld she neglect such an 
oflPer?** 

A few days after the concert, Ahneria 
liad the pleasure of being introduoed to 
Lady Bradstone*s four daughters — ^Lady 
Cifibriella, Lady Agnes, Lady Bab, and Lady 
Kitty. Of the existence of tl^se young 
kdies Ahneria had scarcely heard — ^they 
had been educated at a £ishionable hoard- 
iag-school ; and their mother was now under 
the disagreeable necessity of bringing them 
home to live with her, because the eUest 
was past seventeen. 
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lifldy GafandDa vrawa beauty, and deter* 
miiMd to be a; Gxaee-^ut wbieii of tbe 
tiisee Gfaees, sbe had not yet decided. 

Litdy Jhgnes was plain^ and veaolved to 
he^oMf flBdanit. 

Lady Bab and Lady Kitty were charm? 
iag hojrdeBs^ wkh aii the modem simpiieity 
of fimrttfeat or fifixen m their manners* 
Lady Bab had a fine long; nedc, which was 
abrayft in iiiotioai*^Lady Kitty had white 
taeth^ and was always laughing ;*— but it is 
ia^ss^bte to chaFaeterise them, for they 
d^red in natldbg firom a thousand otlmr 
yimnig hAies. 

. Theae fow sisters wgreai in but (me point 
^m conadering their mother u their com, 
mon fencmy. Taking it for granted, that 
Min Tnmbull was h^ friend, slie was 
lodsed upon by tbem as bek^ natuarally 
^xtitlGd to a share of their distiust and 
emmby. They &and a variety of causes of 
canqpliofit sgamst oor heroine : and if they 
had been: JBt any ioss^ their respective wait* 
ittg^maiifa wonM have furnished them wdth 
iaexhaui^le causes of guarreL 

TOL. 11. .E 
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• Lady Bradstone covid not bear to go 
with more than foW in a ooadh.—" Why 
was Miss TumbuU always to have a fiaont 
seat in th^ coach, and two of the young 
ladies to be always left at home on her ac" 
count?" — "How could Lady Bradstone 
make such a favourite of a grazier's daiigh« 
ter, and prefer her to her own cfaildrexi^ as 
I companion?" &c. 

The young ladies never disCoura^ thar 
attendants from saying all the ill-natioed 
things that they could devise of Mks Tura^ 
bull, and they invented a variety of. ine- 
thods of tormenting her. Lady Gabridia 
found out, that Almeria was an old maid, 
and horridly ugly and awkward .; , iLady 
Agnes quizzed her perpetually; and tlie 
Ladies Bab and Kitty played upon her in- 
numerable practical jokes. She was asto- 
nished to find in high life a d^ee of vul- 
garity, of whidi her country companions 
would have been ashamed: but all audb^ 
things in high life go imder the graoial 
term dashwg^ These young la£es tnBK 
dashers. Alas ! perhaps foreigners ' mi 
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fditire generatkms may not know the mean* 
ing of the tenn ! 

Oui heFome*s temper was not psoof against 
the trials to which it was hourly exposed : 
perhaps the consciousness, that she was not 
bom to the situation in which she now 
moved, joined to her extreme anxiety to be 
thoi^ht genteel and fashimiaUe, rendered 
her peculiarly irritable, when her persorf 
and manners were attacked by ladies of 
Quality* She endeavoured to conciliate 
her young enemies by every means in 
her power : and at length she found a 
method of pleasing them. They were im- 
moderately fond of baubles ; and they had 
not money enough to gratify this taste. 
Miss TmmbuU at ^st, with great timidity, 
begged Lady Gabriella's acceptance of a 
ring, which seemed particularly to catch her 
&ncy : the taciJity with which the ring was 
accepted, and the favourable change it pro- 
duced, as if by magic, in her ladyship's man-^ 
ners towards our heroine, encour^^ed her 
totrynmilar experiments npon the oilier 
sisters. 0he qpazed not ear*rings, crosses, 

£ S 
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Inrooehest pins^ nd neeldboecr ; and Ike 
young ladies in return b^an to show her ^ 
^be friendship irhidb can be pnrobsBcd by 
such presents — or by any presents* £vtt 
whilst she r^oioed at the change ia tfaek 
b^viour, she could not avoid despising 
them £iHr t*he eaiuse to whidi she knew it 
must be attributed ; nor did Ae kng eiQoy 
^e^ the temporaty calm procured by these 
peaceNofferings ; for the very aame things 
which propitiated the daughters, ofiteded 
the moth^. Lady Bradstone one morning 
insisted up<m Lady Gahdella's retnraing a 
neeklaoei which she had reeetved from Al* 
meria; and her ladyship informed Miss 
Tornbull, at the same time, with an air (^ 
supreme haughtiness, that *' she ooi:dd not 
possibly permit her daughtaii to anept' 
such valuable presents frmn any but timr 
own relations ; that if the Lady Bcadstonfis 
did not know what became tfaem^ it WM her 
duty to teach them prcqpriety." 

It was rather late in hfe tobegiata teadi, 
eyea if they bad been mcUned to lean. 
They resented her last leason, int. £ather:her 
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hit aet of aiiliiority, inth acrimony pMpor- 
tkned to the value of the object ; and Miss 
TunbuU Wit oompelled to bear their com* 
fikiiits. JLady GabiielU said, ''she was 
ooiiTiiioed that h^ mi^her'a only reason fiir 
BMldbpg her return the necklaee was^ be^ 
CMie she had not om quite so handsome/ 
Iiady Agnes^ between whom and her mamma 

£smond ear-iings, left by her grandmc^er, 
observed, ** that her mother might, if die 
pleased, call jealou^y^ propriety ; bat that 
liie mfiist not be surprised if other people 
used the old vocabidary ; that her mammals 
pride and vanity wei« always at war ; for 
ihat tiioii^h she was proud enough to see 
her daughters ^Ao»; »;e// in public, yet she 
lequifred to have it said, that she locked 
younger tfaa» any of them, and that she was 
infinitdy better dressed." 

Lady Bab and Lady Kitty did not fail 
in this favourable moment of general dis* 
content to bring ferward their list of grie-- 
vances ; and iii the dijscussicm of their rights 
and wrcmgli they continually appealed te oxxt 
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Jieioine, crowding round her whilst fid 
istood silent and embarrassed* Asb^nwdef 
them and of herself^ she compared the JLidy 
Bradstdnes with Ellen—- she compared tie 
sisters-in-law she was soon to have» with 
the friend she had for^ken. The yoba^ 
ladies misfbok the expression of melandiely 
in Almeria*s countenance, at this instant, 
for sympathy in their sorrows ; and her si* 
lence, for acquiescence in the justice of their 
complaints. They were reiterating their 
opinions with something like plebeian loud- 
ness of voice, when their mother altered 
the room. The ease with which her daugli^ 
iers changed their countenances and the 
subject of conversation, when she entered, 
might have p;revented all suspicion but for 
the blushes of Almeria, who, though of all 
the party she was the least guilty, looked 
by far the most abashed. The neddiee 
which hung from her hand, and <m whidi 
in tlie midst of her embarrassment her &ye$ 
involuntarily fell, seemed to Lady Brad- 
stone proof positive against her. Heg 
ladysh^ recollected certain words she had 
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kourd as she opened the door, and now ap» 
jfied thean without hesitation to herself. 
Politeness restrained the expression of her 
Mger towards Miss Tumbidl, but it burst 
ivrions. forth upon her daughteis ; and our 
henxine was now as much alarmed by the 
vkienee of her future mother4n-law, as she 
had been disgusted by the meanness of her 
intended sisters. From this day forward, 
I^y Bradstone's manner changed towards 
Almeria, who could plainly perceive, by her 
altered eye, that she had lost her confidence, 
and that her ladyship considered her as one 
wbo was playing a double part, and foment* 
lag dissensions in her family. She thought 
herself bound, in honour to the daughters, 
not to m^e any explanation that could 
throw the blame upon them ; and ^he bore 
in . painful silence the many oblique re- 
proaches, reflections upon ingratitude, dis- 
simulation, and treachery, which she knew 
were aimed at Jier. The consciousness that 
die was treating Lady Bradstc^e with in* 
sincerity, in encouraging the addresses of 
hoc son, iaoreased Miss Tumbuirs embar-* 
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rassment: she repented having ibr a 
ment • encouraged his daadestine attafiik- 
ment: and she now m^ed him in ^le 
strongest manner to impart lus intenttoBa 
to his mother. He assured her, that sfas 
should be obeyed ; but his obedienn iiw 
put off from day to day ; and in the men 
time, the more Ahneria saw of his fiunilyv 

• 

the more her desire to be eonnected with 
them diminished. The affiur of the nedc* 
kce was eontinualiy renewed, in some shape 
or other, and a perpetual succession of petty 
disputes occurred, in which both parties were 
in the wrong, and each openly or seeredy 
blamed her for not taking their part. Her 
mind was so much harassed, that all her 
natural cheerfulness forsook her ; and &e 
being obliged to assume spirits in company;' 
and among people who were not worth the 
toil of pleasing, became every hour more 
irksome. The transition from these Ak 
mestic miseries to public dissipation and 
gaieties,, made her still more meland^pty. 

Wb^ she calmly examined herown heniy 
she perceired that she felt little or no afileo* 
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tiaa for Lord Bradstone, though ehe had 
heen flattered by his attentions, when the 
assiduity of a man of rank and fkshion was 
new to her: but now the joyi» of being a 
countess b^;an to &de in her imagination. 
— ^She heffltat^ — she had not strength of 
mind suffident to decide — she was afindd 
to proceed ; yet she had .not courage to re-* 
tract. 

Ellen's parting words recurred to her 
mind*^'' May you never feel the want of a 
sincere and affectionate friend ! May the 
triumphs of fAshion make you amends for 
all you sacrifice to obtain them ! *'— " Alas ! " 
thought she, '^ Ellen foresaw, that I should 
soon be disgusted with this joyless, heart- 
less intercourse ; but how can I recede ? 
but how can I disengage myself from this 
Lord Bradstone, now that I have encou- 
n^ed his addresses ? — Fool that I have 
been ! — O, if I could now be advised by 
that best of friends, who used to assist me 
in aD my difficulties !*— But she despises, 
she has renounced me — she has bid me 

farewell for ever ! " 

£ 5 
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Notwithstanding this '' faxemll for ever^'" 
there was still at the bottom of Almena's 
heart, even whilst she bewailed herself in 
this manner, a secret hope that JSUen's 
esteem and friendship might be reccnreEred, 
' and she resolved to make the trial. She was 
eager to put this idea into execution the imm- 
inent it occurred to her ; and afiter apologi- 
zing to the Lady Bradstones for not,as usual, 
accompanying them in their morning ride, 
she set out to walk to Miss Elmour's los- 
ings. It was a hot day — she walked fast, 
from the hurry and impatience of her mind. 
The servant who attended her knocked 
twice at Mr. Elmour's door before any one 
answered ; at last the door was opened by 
a maid-servant, with a broom in her hiand. 
^ " Is Miss Elmour at home ? " 

^' No, sir; — she left Cheltenham this morn* 
ing betimes, and we bee getting the house 
ready for other lodgers," 

Alraeria was very much disappointed-^ 
nhe looked flushed and fiitigiied ; and the 
maid said, 

*' Ma'am, if you'll be pleased • to rest a 
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while, you're welcome, Fm sure — and the 
parlou/s deanedout — ^bepleatsecl tositdown, 
ma'aip.** — ^Almeria followed, for she was 
leaDy tilled, and glad to accept the good- 
natured offer. I^e was shown into the 
same parlour where she had but a few weeks 
before taken leave of Ellen. The maid 
rdled forward the great arm-chair, in which 
old Mr. Elmour had been seated ; and as 
she moved it, a gold-headed cane fell to the 
ground. 

Almeria's eyes turned upon it directly as 
it fell ; for it was an old friend of hers : 
many a time she had played with it when slie 
was a ehild, and for many years she had been 
accustomed to see it in the hand of a man 
whom she loved and respected. It brought 
many pleasing and some painful associations 
to her mind — ^for she reflected how ill she 
bad behaved to the owner of it the last time 
Ae saw him. 

" AyC; ma'am,*' said the maid, " it is the 
poor old gentleman's cane, sure enough— 4t 
has never been stirred from here, nor his hat 
and gloves, see, since the day ho died." 
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" I>ied !— Good Heavens l—'U Mr. 19U 
mourdead?'' 

<' Yes, sure — ^he died last Tued^y, and 
was buried yesterday. — You'd better divdc 
iMmie of this water, ma*am," saad tbe glrl» 
filling a glass that stood on the tabie*-^ 
**Why! dear heart! I would not have nieii- 
tioned it so sudden in diis way« Imi I 
thought it could no way hart you. Why, 
it never came into my head you ootild. be a 
fiiend of the family's, nor more may be, at 
the utmost, than an aequaintaboet as you 
never used to call much during his illness^ 

This was the most cutting repxoaeh, and 
the innocence with which it was uttcced 
made it still more severe. Almeria burit 
into tears ; and the poor girl, Bot knowni^ 
what to say next^ and sorry for all she bad 
said, took up the cane, which had Mhm 
Aom Almeria's hands, and applied heiMlf 
to brightening the gold head with gMit 
diligence. At this instant there was a dou- 
Me knock, at the house-door. 

'' It's only the young gentleman^ ma'-aOhT 
said the maid^ as she went towwds ^ 
door. — " What young gentleman?*' said 
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Almeria* lising from her seat.*^^ Vomig 
Mr. Elmom; ma'am: he did noi go away 
with his siste^r, biit stayed to aetde some 
matters. — O, tbey have let him in/' — ^The 
maid stood with the parlour*door half opea 
in her hand, Bot being able to decide in her 
own &ney whether the lady wished that he 
should come into the room or stay out ; and 
before eitlrer she, or perhaps Almeria, had 
decided this point, it was settled lor £hem 
by his walkmg in. Almeria was standing 
so as to be bid by the door ; and he was so 
intent upon his own thoughts, that, with- 
out peroeiTing there was any body in the 
room, he walked straight {orwBxd to the ta^ 
Ue, took up his father's hat, and gloves, 
and gave a deep sigh. He heard his sigh 
edoioed-*— looked up, and started at the sight 
of Almeria, but immediately assumed an 
air of distant and cold respect. He was in 
deepmouming, and looked pale, as if he had 
8uff»ed much. Almeria endeaToured to 
speak ; but could get out only a few word^ 
expressiTe of the shock and astonishineni 
she had jUst felt. 

« Undoubtedly, madam, you must have 
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|)eea shoeked^'* replied Frederidc, ia a eolm 
Toice ; *' but you could not have reuon to 
be much astonished. My father's life bad 
been deqMtiredof some time — you must have 
seal how much he was changed when you 
were here a few weeks ago.'' Almeria could 
make no reply; the tears, in spite of aU her 
efforts to restrain them, rolled down h&t 
cheeks : the cold, and almost severe, mmi- 
ner in which Frederick spoke, and the con. 
sciousness that she deserved it, struck h^ 
to the heart He followed her, as she 
abruptly quitted the room, and in a tone of 
more kindness, but witiii the same distant 
manner, begged to have the honour of at;* 
tending her home. She bowed her head, to 
give that assent which her voice could iiot 
$t this instant utter ; and she was invdlmi*- 
tarily gcmig to put her arm within his ; but,* 
as he did not seem to perceive this motion; 
she desisted, coloured violently, adjusteA 
the drapery of her gown to give employe 
ment to the neglected hand;* then w^dkedf. 
on with precipitation. Her foot slipped a« 
she was crossing the street ; Frederick at 
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fered hk ann — she could not guess, from 
the way in which it was presented/ whew 
ther her forma: attempt had been perceived 
or not This trifle appeared to her a point 
of the utmost importance ; for by this she 
thought she could decide, whether his feet 
ings were really as cold towards her as they 
appeared, whether he felt love and anger, 
or contempt and indifference. Whilst she 
was endeavouring in vain to form her 
opinion, all the time she leant upon his 
arm, and walked on in silence. A car- 
riage passed them ; Frederick bowed, and 
his cauntenance was suddenly illuminated. 
Alineria turned eagerly to see the cause of 
the change, and as the carriage drove on 
she caught a glimpse of a beautiful young 
woman. A spasm of jealousy seized her 
heart — she withdrew her arm from Frede- 
rick's. The abruptness of the action did 
not create any emotion in hfm — his thoughts 
were absent. In a few minutes he slacken- 
ed his pace, and turned from the road to^ 
waxds a path across the fields, asking if 
Miss TunibuU had any objection to going 
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that way to Lady Brad8toiie*8 iutead of 
alrag the dusty road. She made no objec- 
tiax — flhe thought she pereeived that Fie- 
derick was jnepmng to say somethiug cf 
importance to her» and her heart beat 
violently. 

*< Miss TumbuU will not, I hope, tlmd^ 
what I am going to say impertinent ; sbe 
may be assured, that it proceeds from no 
motive but the desire to ^event the futme 
unha^iness of one who once honoured my 
ftmUy with her friendship." 
' " You are too good — I do not deserve^ 
that you should be interested in ndy happi- 
ness or unhappiness — I cannot think you 
impartinent*^pray speak freely." 

^^ And quickly/' i^e would have added if 
she dared«-^Without abating any of his lew 
serve from this encouragement, he proceed- 
ed precisely in the same tone as before^' aaid 
with the same steady composure. 

«< An accidental acquaintance with a 
friend of my Lord Bradstoneis has put me 
in possession of what, perhaps, you wish to 
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be A Beovet^ Hmdam^ and what I fiball m« 
lidflJ^ly keep as sudb." 

^^ I cannot pretend to be ^ncnant of wiiat 
70a allude ta^" said Almaia ; ^ but it » 
noare than probable^ that yon may not hxvt 
heard tiie exact state of the business ; in« 
deed it is isopossibfe diat you idiould* bek 
cause no one but myself could fuHy ex^in 
my sentimoits. In £wt tliey were unde^ 
dded ; I was this very morning going to 
donsult your sister upon that subject." 

'^ You will not suppose, that I am gomg 
to intrude my counsels xxpoa you. Miss 
Tumbull. Nothing can be further item 
my intention — I am merely going to men^ 
tka a &et to you, of which I apprdiend 
3rou are ignorant, and of which, as you are 
citcumstanced, no one in your pr^ent so^ 
ciety, perhaps no one in the world but my«» 
self, would choose to apprise you. Forgire 
me, madam, if I try your patience by this 
preface : I am very desirous not to wound 
your feelings more than isneoessary.'^ 

^ Pediap^^'^said Afaneria, witib a doubt-* 
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fbl siail^, ** pesfaaps yea are under a muF- 
take, and imagine my fisdings to be m^Ksh 
ffiK»^ interested than they really aie. If 
you have any tiiiBg to communicate to Lii»d 
Bimdstone's disadTantage, you may mentk>n 
it to -me without hesitation, and without 
fear of injuring my happuiess^ or his ; for, 
to put you at ease at once, I am come to a 
detamination positively to decline his lord- 
ship's addresses." 

'^ This assurance certainly puts me at 
ease at once/' said Frederick : but Almeria 
observed that he neither expressed by his 
voice nor countenance any of that joy which 
she had hoped to inspire by the assurance : 
<m the contiary, he Heard it as a determine 
atka, in whidi he was personally unoon-; 
cemed, and in which pure benevolence 
alone could give him an interest. *' .Hiis 
relieves me/' continued he, '^ from all neces- 
sity of explaining myself furth^." 
: ^Najy' saidAhneria, ^^ but I nrast h^ 
you will e^cplain yourself Y<Mi do net 
kttow but it may be necessary T(^ me to hislFve 
your antidote ready in case of a relapse,** 
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No dbange/ at least none that betray^ 
the aiixiety of ^ lover, was visible in Frede^ 
xi^^s oountenanoe at this hint of a relapse ; 
Ibttt he gravely aaswared, that, when so 
luged^ he could not forbear to teU her the 
exaet faruth, that Lofrd Bradstone was a 
rniiied man — rained by gaming-^and that 
he had been so indelicate, as to declare t^ 
bid friend^ that his sole object in marrying 
was money.-— Our heroine's pride was se^ 
yerely hurt by the last part of this inf brm* 
atton ; hot even that did not wound bier so 
keenly as the manner in which Frederidk 
behaved. 8he saw that he had no remains 
of affection for her lurking in his heatt--^ 
She saw that he now acted merely as he de« 
dared, 6om a desire to save from misei^ 
one who had formerly honoured his &mily 
with her friendship.-~StifF> cold words*-*^ 
she endeavoured to talk upon indifferent 
subjects, but could not — she was somewhat 
relieved when they reached Lady Brad-» 
stone's door, and when Frederidc left her^ 
The iiloment he was gdne, however, she 
rem iq) ji^bws to her own apartments and 



looked eageily out of her widdaw to catch 
the Ust glimpse of him. Sudi is ^e 
stnmge caprice <^ the human heart, that a 
lovar appears the most Tmluahle at the m^ 
went he is lost. Our h^mne had fdt all 
hex affeetaon for Fi«d«ick renve with nore 
than its fcnmex force mthin this last hour ; 
and she thought she now loTcd with a de» 
gree <^ passion, of which she had never be* 
&re foudl hersdf capable. Hope is fet^ 
haps inseparable firom the existexioe of the 
|»asi»on of love. She passed idteroately 
from despair to the most flattering ddla« 
rions : she fancied that Frederick'seoldneaa 
was ai&cted — that I^ was acting only from 
honour— that he wished to leave her Jtt li-^ 
berty*«-aDd that as soon as he knew she was 
aetually^sengaged from Lord Bradstone he 
would fly to her with all his ftrmer eager*^ 
ness. Thffi notion having once taken possess 
rion of her mind, she was impatient in 4iM» 
extreme to settle ha* afiairs with Lord S»ad« 
stoee* He was not at home-f^he iHd not 
come in till late in the evening. It hap- 
pened, that the next day Ahateria waa ta 



ALBiatHA. 9S 

beofi^; andlioid Bradstoae, wbenhft 
met lier in the evenmg, xeminded her ^ 
lier pioaiise not '* to prcdong the tormeiitft 
of sa^nfie beyoad that period.'* She 
asked^ whether he had, in oomplisnoe iftth 
her request^ cemrnnnicated the tffinr ti^. 
Lady Bradrtene ? — No: but he would as 
soon as he had reasonable groonds of hope. 
Mis» Tnmbull r^eiced that he had di&« 
obeyed her injunetions — she said that Lady 
Bradst^me might now be for ever spared 
hearing whsd; would have inevitably eatcitod 
her indignation. His Imrdship stared^ and 
could iMi eomprehead our heroine's present 
meaning. She soon made it intelligiUe. 
We ferbearto relate all that was said upon 
the occasion : as it was a disappointment of 
the purse and not of the heart, his-lordsh^ 
was of eouzse obliged to make a pi^^oa*-- 
tional quantity of profusions o£ eternal: 
sonrow and disintevestednesar Almeria^ 
pavily to save her own pride the mortiiica^ 
tbn of the re^ietitioo, forbois to allude to 
the confidential speech in whicli he ha^ 
explained lo it j^Undhw motives ftr ihac^ 
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eying ; she hoped that he would soon console 
himself with some richer heiress, and she 
rejoiced to he disencumhered of him, and 
eveii of his coronet ; for in this moment 
coronets seemed to her hut paltry thing^f-— 
so much does the appearance of objects 
vary aecording to the medium through 
which they are viewed ! 
• Better satisfied with ha»df after this re- 
fusal of the earl) and in better spirits than 
she had been for some months, she flattered 
herself with the hopes, that Frederick 
would caU upon her agam before he left 
Cheltenham; he would then know that 
Lord Bradstone was no loiter her lover. 

She fell asleep full of these imaginations 
^--dreamed of Frederick and Elmour Grove 
— but this was only a dream. The next 
day — and the next — ^and the nex&— -passed 
without her seeing or hearing any fJiing of 
Frederick ; and the fourth day, as she rode 
by the house where the Elmours had 
lodged, she saw put up in the parlour win* 
dow an advertisement of ^* Lodgings to be 
kt'' l^e was now convinced that Frede^ 
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riek had left Cheltenbam-^ieft it mtlumt 
ihinking of her or of Lord Bradstcme. The 
young Lady Bradstones oheenred, that she 
scarcely spoke a word during the remainder 
of her morning's ride. At night she was 
attack^ with a feverish complaint: the 
image of the heautiful person, whom she 
had seen in the coach that passed whilst 
she ^ walking with Frederick, was now 
oontinually before her eyes. She had made 
all the inquiries she could, to find out who 
thi^ young lady might be ; but this p<nnt 
eould not be ascertained, because, though 
she described the lady accurately, she was 
not equally exact about the description of 
the carriage. The arms and livery had to- 
tally escaped her observation. The dif- 
^ent conjectures that had been made by 
ihe various people to whom she had applied^ 
and the voices in which their answers were 
given, ran in her head all this fevaish 
ni^t* 

<^ Perhaps it was Lady Susanna Quia-^ 

» 

very fikely it was Lady JVIary Lowther-^ 
very possibly Miss Grmnt; you know, she 
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gMB about witb old MnC Onml in myeBow 
ooach — but there are so snmy' yellow eoaditt 
«-«the arms or the Uverf iNmld settfe llw 
pimit at onee«" These mxSs^tAe arms tmi 
tke tiverjf wotdd seiilt tie paiM at once^ 
the repeated to herself fes^^etMaMy^ thuugh 
without annexing anj iidea$ to the wotda. 
In short, idie was v&cy feyerisb all night ; 
* and in the H»imiQg» thoii^ she endearour* 
ed to rise, she was obliged toMe down aganu 
She was confined to har Ibad for abont « 
weds: : Lad^ Bradstone seat for the faebt 
physidans ; and the yonng ladies, in tltt 
intervals of dressing and gfiiag out, whe^i. 
ever they could remembers ;it^ came ittba 
Miss Tnmbull's room to ^.hope she fomrf 
henself better." It was obvions to her, th^ 
no coie p€Erson in the honsii ' cared a stmcl^ 
abont her, and she was oppressed with tli^ 
seoDse of being an e»cuml»ance to i^ 
whole &miljr. liVhilst sbe was aisne, dre 
formed many projects for her future liSt^ 
whaeh i^e resdbred to execute as sodb as she 
fihcnld reoover. She detesmined immedik- 
ately to go* down to her owu'Iuhsk in>th« 
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C0iiniry, md to write to EUeii a recantatimi 
of anhtf fine kiy enoiizs. She eerapofle4 
idiiltt flhe 1^ OB her fermsh pillow, twenty 
letters to her farmer friend, each of them 
zaon elofoeat and magiuuiimous than the 
otiur : but in pvoportion as her fera- left 
bar, the acmity of her imagination abated^ 
aaad witb it her cioqiMsice and magnanimity. 
Her Hoad, naturally weak, and now en«- 
£bdied by disease, became quite passive^ 
and received and yielded to the impressicma 
made by external drcumstanees. New 
tsnons of ideas perfectly diflfei^nt from those 
which had occoped her mind during her 
&9er, and m the days preceding her illness, 
•weic excited dtiring her convalescence. She 
Isy liataiBig to, «r rather hearing, the eon- 
"MTsation rf Oie yoimg Lady Bradstones. 
They lased to eome into h» room at night, 
and atay &r some time whilst they had 
fteir hak cmAoA, and talked over the 
efizfeite of Jdbe day — whom they had met— 
wkakodresries they had worn — what matches 
wo* (M die tapis, dbe. They happened ene 
idgfat to imtase tliemselves with reading an 
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old newspaper, in wldch tb^.. came to «a 
account of a splendid masquerade, wbieb/ 
had been given the preceding winter in. 
London by a rich heiress. 

''Lord! what charming entertainmenta 
Miss Tumbull might give if she pleaaed. 
Why, do you know, she is richer than thia 
woman," whispered Lady Bab ; '' and. she. 
is of age now, you know. If I were she, 
I'm sure Td have a house of my own, and 
the finest I could get in London. Now 
such a house as my aunt Pierrepoint's — bjoA 
servants — ^and carriages — and I would make 
myself of some .consequence/* 

This speech was not lost upon our he- 
roine; and the whisper in which it was. 
spoken increased its effect. The n^sLt day^ 
as Lady Bab was sitting at the foot <^ 
Almeria's bed, she asked iox a descriptioA. 
of ** my aunt Pierrepoint's house*" It was. 
^ven to her con amorg, and a character of 

my aunt Pierrepoint " was added gsufcts, 

She is the most charming amiable wottaa 
in the world — quite a di£fer^it scNrt ol pip» 
son firom mamma. She Ins lived all km. 
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Mfe about coixrty' and site is connected with 
aU 1^6 great people, and a prodigious fa- 
vourite at court — ^aad she is of such conse- 
quence4-«You cannot imagine of what con- 
sequence she is ! " 

Lady Gabriella then continued the con- 
versation, by telling Miss Tumbull a great 
secret, that her aunt Pierrepoint and her 
mother were not on the best terms in the 
world: ^ for mamma's so violent, you 
know, about politics, and quite on a con- 
trary side to my aunt. Mamma never goes 
tio court; and, between you and I, they 
say die would not be received. But now 
that is a shocking thing for us ; for of what 
use is it to me, for instance, that I can 
dance so tolerable a minuet, if I cannot 
dance at court. But the most provoking 
part of the buidness is, that mamma won't 
let my aunt Pierrepoint present us. Why, 
when she cannot or will not go to the draw-" 
iHg-ioom herself, what could be more 
proper, you know, than to let us be pre- 
Mnted by Lady Pierrepoint — Lady Pisrre^ 
pointt you know, who is such a prod^ow 

Fa 
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finrourite, aEod knows every thxng in tlut 
w<M:ld that's proper at eourt^ and efeatf 
where : it really is moiHAroiis of mamma ! 
Now, if you were in oorplaoeS) shotild aofc 
you be quite provoked ? By the bye^ y<m 
never were presented at court yourself, 

were you?** 

*' Never," said Almeria, witli a sudden 
feeling of mortification. 

•• No you could not— of course you ei$ttl4 
not, living with mamma as you do ; fer I 
am stire she would quarrel with au angdl 
fi>r just only talking of going to court. 
Lord ! if I was as ridi as you, what bemb. 
tiful birth«night dresses I would have ! ** 

These and siBoilar conversatiaiis wiMght 
powerfully upon the weak mind of our pow. 
heroine. She rose from her bed after her 
illness, wondering what had become of h^r 
passion for Frederick Elmour : certainly she 
was now able to console hersdf Ibr his loas^ 
by the hopes of being presented at Qoarti» 
and of being dressed with uncommon qdias^ 
* douv* She was surprised at this ehange ii^ 
her own niind ; but she juatified it to h6iw 
self bv the reflection, that it would show 



\: 
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tnbeocxmiiig wont of spirit to zetaiii any 
iins of TCgsrd for one wbo had treated 
with 60 much coldness and indiflferenoc^ 
who in all probability nvas attached ta 
mother woman* Pride and resentm^it 
succeeded to tenderness ; and she resolved 
to show Frederick and Ellen, that she 
i$oiild he hippy her own way. It is re* 
fiuokable that her friemUhip for the sister 
sdtways increased or deaieased with her hxe 
Ibr her farother. Ambition, as it has often 
been obserred, is a passion that ireqiiently 
saeeeeds to love, though love seldom foliows 
andnticii. Afaneria, who had now recover* 
ed h^ streng^, was one moniing sitting im 
her own rooxn meditating aarrangements if3ft 
the next winter's campai^, when she was 
nttsed by the voiees ai Lady Bab and Lady 
Sitty at her room door : — 

/*> Miss Tumbull ! MissTumbtdl! come! 
eome !*-^Here's the King and Queen and all 
the royal fiimily, and my annt Pierrepoint 
-^corne quick to our dtessing-room win* 
dsws, or they w31 be ovrt of sight." 

The fair hoydens seised her between 
them, and dragged her away. 
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<^ Mamma saysifs harribly Td^ to nm 
to the windows^ but never mind thaWr 
There's my aunt Pierrepoint's cMnAi-^hi 
not it handsome ?— O every thing about 
her is so handsome ! — you kaow Ae has 
lived all her life at oourt.^ 

The eulo^ums of these yoni^ ladies, 
and the sight of Lady Pierrepoint^ entiy 
into Cheltenham in the wake of myalty, 
and the huzzas of the mob, and the tmnr. 
osity of all ranks who crowded ihB pul& 
walks in the evening, to see the iUnatriow 
guests, contributed to raise our heroiaera 
entibuinasm. She was rather swprised aftttw 
wiards to observe that Lady Karrepomt pass- 
ed her sister and nieces, on the pnUic walk» 
without taking the slightest notice of then ; 
her head was turned indeed quite anoAer 
way when she passed, and she vnu& in ms9r 
is^ eonvetsatioii with oiie of her own pavty. 

Lady Gabriella whispered, <' My MBit 
Pierrepoint cannot knanu us now, becaiMe 
we are with mamtioa.*' 

Miss Tumboll now, for the first tiw^ 
saw Lady Biaadbtoue in a situatlab in which 
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idle was Bcgleeted ; this served to accelerate 
ihb dedine and ioLl of her ladyship's power 
over her xmnd. She began to consider her 
loot as a person by whom she had been 
Indict into, notice in the circles of fashion, 
liat as one by whom she was prevented 
£mn rising to a h%W orbit Lady Brad- 
flfame went to see her sister the day after 
heat amval, but she was nU at home. Some 
days afterwards Lady Pierrepoint returned 
.iler visit: she came in a sedan chair, be^ 
cnse da^ did not wish that her carriage 
ihonld be seen standing at Lady !&ad- 
atode^s door. It was incumbent upon her 
to take ev&j possible precaution, to prev^t 
'ibe silspidon of her being biassed by m^ 
tefiy sdfee^n : her dster and she were un- 
^BKtonatdy of such different opiniims iii 
foMties, and her sister's politics were so 
mmk disapproved where Lady Pierrepoint 
most wished for a^robation, that she could 
not, oonsiatently with her principles or in- 
teract, countenance them, by appearing in 
:piiUie with one so obnoxious. 

Mtts Tnimbull observed, with the most 
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minute attentiM, erery wifiA and gmsbmt 
e£ Laijy Pieziepoiiit. At first vieir, hsr 
liMlyship appeared all tmiBi^ eaae nd 
i^Qdbility ; but in all h«r motaonii^ eteu m 
tliose of h^ face, there wn aomethifig Att 
resembled a puppet — her very sasiilei^ asal 
the tunis of her eyea, seemed to be gvrenfted 
by unsee^ wires. Upon still closer obasiE^ 
vation, however, there was reason to sagpett, 
that tills puppet ni^^ be regolated by a 
mind within, ci some sort or other; for it 
coidd not only answer questions by a Toice 
of its o^vn, and apparetttiy without beiog 
prompted, but moreover it seemed to hesi- 
tate, and to take time fixr thought, beftote it 
htearded any reply t Lady Pieir^Kwtspafcb 
always as if die thought her woK&'WOidi 
be repeated, and must lead to C9nse^imcc9 ; 
and there was an air of vast ciramupeetiM 
and mystery about her, which appesMi 
subli^)e or ridiculous according to the Ught 
in which it was considered. To our 
it appeared sublime. Har ladyddp!a 
versation, if a set of unmeming pfaratet te 
deserving of that name, at leng^ turned 
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upon the wnoeni Ae Mu that it hnd not 
ieea In h^ powar to procure an increase of 
penmm for a certain Mrs. Vidcars* ; ^* Such 
% respectable ciiaracter ! — ^the widow of a 
distant rdation of tl^ Pierrepoints. There 
m» no probability, after all the iuterert 
and influence she had used,** she said, ** that 
Mrs. Vickars could ever be gratified in the 
line rfie had attempted ; that therefore it 
was her ladyship's advice to her to look out 
&r some situation of an eligible description, 
which might relieve her from the distress- 
ing ap]^hension of appearing burdensome 
or importunate.'* 

As well as her ladyship's meaning could 
be made out, cleared from the superfluity 
of words with which it was covered, she 
wi^od to get rid of this poor widow, and 
to fasten her as an humble companion upon 
any body who would be troubled with suck 
a respectable character I Miss Tumbufl 
Ibiesaw the possibility of obliging her lady- 
Aip by means of Mrs. Vickurs : for as she 
proposed to purchase a house in town, it 
would be convenient to h^ to have $eMe 
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oompanioii ; and thid lady, who tmi ei a 
certain age, and niHbo Iiad always lived in 
tiie beat oompany, would be well amted Ito 
genre as her ehapettm. To do our beroitt 
justice, oonsidering lihat sbe waa impmetised 
in manoeuvring with court Udies, she om- 
ducted her scheme with a degree of 
address worthy of her object Through 
the medium of Lady Bab and Lady €bu 
briella, she opened a correspondesice with 
Lady Pierrepoint. Mrs. Vickars was in* 
troduced to Miss Tumbull-^iked her piro- 
digiously ; and Lady Pieirepoint was most 
happy in the prospect of her relation's being 
po eligibly situate. In proportion as Miss 
TumbuU advanced ip the good graces of 
Lady Pierrepoint, she receded from Lady 
Bradstone. This lady's indignation, which 
had been excited against Almeria hy her 
not siding with her against her daughters, 
now rose to the highest pitch, when she 
perceived what was going on. No orinie 
could in her eyes be greater than that of 
seceding from her party. Her violence in 
party matters was heightened by the de« 
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i&te to ooninst hendi with her mter 
iPienepwit's coiurtly polity. Lady Bnid- 
^ttotie, all the time, knew and eared very 
little about politics, except so fiu: as they 
aA)rded her opportunities for the display of 
iB||irit and eloquence. She had a fine flow 
'Of woidSf and loved to engage in argument, 
especially as she had been oiten told by 
i;entleinen, that her enthusiasm became her 
esttemdy, and that, even if a man could 
jnosist the force of her aiguments, he must 
ykld to the fire of her eyes. It happened 
that Miss Tumbull was present one day, 
when Lady Bradrtone had been unusually 
v^arm in a political argument, and Lady 
Pierrepoint as cool and guarded as her sister 
was eager. Almeria was appealed to, and 
gave judgment in favour of Lady Pierre- 
point, who happened to be in the right. 
Regaidless of right or wrong, Lady Brad- 
stme became . more and more vehement, 
whilst Lady Pierrepoint sat in all the com* 
posed superiority of silence, maintaining 
tlie most edifying meekness of eonntenance 
imaginable, as if it were incumbent on her 
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to be, or at least to aeem, peutent £w a 
jdatef s perversity^ She ad^ied deefily ndbint 
the tirade was fiaidbusd, aftd fixed her eyes 
^pon her beautifiil niece Gabriel l4icty 
Gabriella immediately filled up the p«ue 
by declormg^ that she knew notbiiig of pi* 
litics, and hoped die nev^ should, &r thai 
she did not know of what use they wiere te 
women, except to prevent them firom gimg 
to cimrt. 

Lady Bradstone expisessed high iadignt* 
iioD. at perceiving, that her daugbtears 
thought more of dancing a minuet at a burthr 
night ball, than of the good of the natiba. 

Mrs. Vickars, who was present, now in* 
terposed a word as mediatrix, obsemi<f|^ 
that it was natural for the young ladies al 
their age : and Miss Turnbull, catching or 
imitating something of the tone <^ Lady 
Fienoepoint, ventured to add, that ^^ It wtt 
a pity that Lady Bradstone's daughtens did 
not enjoy all the advantages of their i^^ 
rank, and that she really wished Lady 
Bradstone could be prevailed upon to enter 
into concilis^ry measures/' 
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Ota hesaiog tibklapeech^ Lady Bndstoiidy 
no kngwable to irestaraan her anger witlnm 
ilie bounds of polfteness^ exclaimed :— • 

^ I am not surprised at reoeiTing aoeh 
advice from you, JVfiss Tumbull ; but I owft 
I bbol iGstonished at hearing sudh aentim^iti 
from my daughters. High sentiments aar^ 
to be expected finmi high birth." 

How Lady Bradstone contrived to make 
lier aristocratic pride of birth agree witfi 
her demoGtstic principles, it may be difficult 
to exj^Lain ; but fcirtunately the idea of pre- 
serving oM^stency never disturbed her seU^ 
complacency. Besides, there are so many 
eisimples, to keep her ladyship in counte- 
nUPbCe, of persons who five as royalists and 
^kM republicans. 

K^ia could not brook' the a&ont im< 
^JTby Lady Bradstone'slast speech ; and 
matters w^e now" brbu^t to a crisis ; sbe 
resolved not to remain longer in »house» 
wiiare dbe was exposed to such insults. Sbe 
was of ^' age, and, tlumk Heaven ! inde« 
pendent." 

liacfy Btwistime made-mo oppodlion to 
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hat dtettfendnatkm ; b«t cdngratnhtoi licr 
vpcm tbe p go sp ec fc at heeominigpiBdepBMdeiit 
** I agcee wilth jaa^- Miss TurnbuU,. ia 
AaiJdiig Hearen for making Hie indepen* 
iexkt. Ind^endadoe of mind^ of cQUfse^" 
iddeddie, ^' I rafaie abow indapendeiice of 

Whatevar veution oar heroine nuf^t 
fed fiomlUs speech^ and fix>m the perfeefc 
indifflmnee with which Lady Beadstone 
jiartod from her, was oompensated by die 
belief^ that she bad by her ooaduot. this 
evening ingratiatedherself with Lady Pierre* 
fomt. She was confirmed in this opimon 
by Mrs. Viekars, who said that her ladyship 
afterwards spoke of Miss TumbuU as a very 
judicious and safe young person, \rfiom she 
should not scruple to protect. She was 
even so condescending, as to interest her* 
s^ about the house in town, which Miss 
Tumbidl talked of purchasing : she knew 
that a noble friend of hers, who wsa going 
on afdr^ign embassy, lud thoughts of part* 
ing with his house ; and it would certaaly 
suit Miss TumbuU^ if dbe could compass 
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'Ae mndbaae. AIiMvia fieife faendf liiirlilT 
iMBMrad by hfir IfKlyiftip^s takiagattimRi 
in any of her affldrs; and she 1ii|[ged<if 
Mrs. Vidours to mj^ ^ thai eaqpenie was no 
olgeet to her." She oonsequently paid a 
&w hondred gvineac moxe than the.Talue of 
tite house, for the honour c^ Lady Pierre^ 
poult^s iBter£»:enoe. Iftr ladyship saw 
into the weakness of our- heannno's ohsMci* 
ter, and determined to make advantage of 
it. It was a nmxtm of Iters, that there is 
no person so ins^piificant, but some advan** 
tage may be made by them ; mid she had 
acted iqKm this prindple through life, sonaa* 
times so as to excite in the minds of the 
Ignorant a high admiration of h&£ aflSilnlity. 
It is said, that when Lady Pierrepoint was 
asked why she married, - she replied — 

*^ To increase my consequence, and 
atreigthen my connexions." 

Perhap$^t;Ii|s speech was made foi^her by 
aome malicious wit ; but it is certain, that 
ribe never upon any occasion of her }ile n€!g* 
lected an opportunity of acting upon this 
pnnciple. She was anxious with this view 
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to have tt joaany diydnnts as ponibfe; 
and die vreH kaew iXmt tHoBe rfbowmemsb^ 
litiom iif .a eurtiey *£nn her at Ae pbj^ 
houses #r a vUsper at the opera, wm» m 
ffifeetnally her dependants as the latendi^ 
cants at h^dioor, Tviio are ia vmxkt4it a 
dbiUiitg. The poor may beheldin themm 
Ibtten of necessity, hut the rich «te dragged 
Miind the oar of £udiion by the goldea 
diaiiis of Tamty. 

The sammer in the life of a &ie lady is 
a season eoiBparatively of so little oonse- 
qoence, that the judicious historian may 
fpss over some m^bnths of it ivithmit thdr 
being missed in the records of time. He 
hastais to the busy and important season of 
waiter* 

OiB* heroine took possession of her mag« 
nificent house in town : and Mrs. Vickars was 
established as arbitratrix elegantietrmm. 

Thif lady deemed herself H jitdge in the 
last appeal of every thing that became a 
pimon of &shio«i ; and her clahn to inM« 
libiliify upon these points was estaUished 
by her being fourth cousin to tady Fieire- 



\. 



ALMESIA. lift 

foat Aknoria ioon diseav^eBi in ber 
MnLpmioii on uund&nte kvre of power^ a&d 
wk iiriidbilitj of temper, which nuflfiMtnnei 
a&d ill health hadrincreflMiJtovudi e da* 
gsee, that it xeqnixed nnfe thflu €be patieiiM 
of a femide Job to Uto with Iter v^an goad 
tensuL Martyrs in the causei of vanitf 
eartttnly exhibit wonderful, if not admi* 
raUfi^ fiNrtitnde in the midst of liie absmd 
and extravagant toments which iheyiatiet 
iqpon tbraoscflTes. Our heroine endiued tat 
a whole aeaaon, wititont any ontwasd bpin« 
plainty bnt Wkh niiiny- an inwatd gmv^ 
die penance whidi die had imposed txpott 
haraelf : the extent of it can be oompre^ 
hended onljbjr thote^ who have been docftncril 
to live with a thorongfaly ilUtempered wo« 
man. Tiie reward was surely proportioiied 
to ihe snffbrings* Miss TumbuU received 

ansinite, or a nod, or sonietiiing like a cartaey 
fmn LUdy Pierrepoinl^ whenever she m^ 
her in pabUc ; her ladyidbq^'s tsasBB were oe» 
eaaiimaUy 1^ at the Yockdnie heiieis^i 
door: and she sometiines honoured 1Ayi$ 
Tmndmll's wowded roonu^ . by cvowdii^ 
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them stin more mih her angmt ^pteweon. 
There was fbrther reason to hop^ that her 
ladyship might be induced to present Al- 
meriaat coofi before the next birth-daj. 
AH these iftiSnhiges were to be attributed 
te Mn. VIAirSy £M*8he was the eonneetiiig 
link betlwn two beings of inferior and so* 
perior order. We forbear todescribe» or 
even to enumerate^ the variety <tf baDs^ 
tappers^ dinners^ d^je^es, gaks, alid mas- 
^pierades^ which Miss TumlmU gesve to the 
fiwhionable world during this mnieff. The 
gOMTOUs public forget thefe things the 
wcfft after they are oyer;- and the eonse* 
^pienee they bestow endmes bo longer ikm 
ike trade of a triumphal diariot. 

Our heroine was never MBj eonrinced of 
ihfs trutii, till it wasconfirmed by her own 
eKperiemce. She found it necessary contt* 
nuaHy to renew her expensive effcnrts, to 
keep herself alive in the memory of her 
great acq^iaintaaee. Towards the time 
when she expeeted to be presented at eomrt 
by Lady Pierre^nt* asodden coolness was 
apparent in her 1adysl^p% manner ; saA 
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«le .fliamii^ Almevia wm flmpriaed hjm 
Bofce from her, regrottiBg in tibe mort pidite 
but positive tains» that it would be sbm^ 
lutdy out of ber power to banre the honour 
of prefientiug Miss Turabull aft St. James's. 
In tibe utmost, oonstenation, AlmeriaJew 
finr an explanation to Mrs, Viokan; Mi% 
Vickata was in a deqperate fit of the. suUe$t^ 
whidi hadlarted now upwards of eigfat-aadf 
forty hours^ ever onee her advice had not 
been taken about the pladng of oertani 
bronae %urest with antique hmps in their 
bandfii np*^ ^ S^^^ staircase* It was 
necessary to bring the kdy into agood hwn 
mour in the first jdace, by yielding to her 
uncontrolled domimon over the candehbra$k 
Thispoint bd%settled« and an unqualified 
sidNnission in all niatta» of taste^ pasl^ 
]^resent, or to come^ declared or implied on 
the part of our;heioine, Mrs* Vickars on her 
part pomised to set out immediittcly on an 
embassy to Lady Pierr^^int, to dii^oovtt 
the pause of the present discontent. Afli^ 
making sundry iocffe^tuaL attempts to see 
her noble relati(m«'she was at last admitted ; 
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Lady Pienepoiiit the next day found, that 
it would be best to hush up the affidr of tiie 
sabacription to the fittal pamphlet. I%e 
said, ^* that she had with iiAnite satirfadion 
ascertained, that the thing had not been 
noticed in the quarter where she feared it 
wonld have created an insuperable prejudiJDe 
«--*that there were other TumbuUs, as &e 
was happy to understand, in the world, be- 
sides Mrs. Vickars's friend ; and that as, in 
the list of subscribers, she y^as mentioned 
pnly as Miss TumbuU, not as Almeria 
Tumbull, all was safe, and nobody would 
suspect that a lady presented at court •by my 
Lady Pierrepoint could be the same p^won 
that subscribed to a book of such a descrip- 
tion." 

This affidr being adjusted, the league 
was tacitly formed between interest and 
vanity. Miss Tumbull was {Hres^ited at 
eourt by Lady Pierrepoint, and her ladyship 
bought into the stodcs with the Y<»lshire 
heiress's money. The gratification of AU 
meria*s. ambition, however, did not com- 
plete her happiness. Wfam she w«t at the 
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sammit of the Alps of fiMhion, she saw 
how4ittle was to be seen. 

Though she liked to have it to say^ that 
she was a great deal with Lady Piarepoint; 
yet the time always past most heavily in her 
company; nor was the inferiority of this 
lady*s understanding compensated by an a£- 
fecti<mate heart. Her smoothly polished ex- 
tenor prevented all possibility of obtaining 
any hold over her. She had the art at once 
to seem to be iptimate with people, and to 
keep them at the greatest distance ; as» in 
certain optical deceptions, an object which 
appears dose to us eludes our hand, if we 
attoipt to grasp it. Almeria felt the want 
of that species of unreserved confidence 
and friendship, which she had formerly en*- 
joyed with Ellen. In judging of what will 
make us happy, we are apt to leave time 
oat of the accoimt ; and this leads to most 
important eirours. <- <£or a short period we 
may be amused or gratified by what will 
fatigue and diisgust us if long continued. 
The first winter that she spent in dissipa^ 
tion> she was amused ; but winter afteir 
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tnnter passed : aad the lecatrenoe of tibe 
same public diverskms, sad the same £aees, 
and the same commoa-place eaavaoatioa, 
wearied instead of inteinting iier. But aa 
tiie j^asuie of noirelty declined, the power 
of habit increased ; and die oimtimied die 
same ciurse of life for adx years:— six ^lo^ 
years ! against both her judgment mbA her 
feelings, the absolute daTe of an imaginary 
necessity. — ^Thus the silly d^ieken mnaitta 
prisoner in a circle oIl chalk ; even whrai the 
hand by which it was hdd dowaisiemoTrf. 
H&els aa imaginaiy preouce. from whidiit 
dares not even attempt to escape. 

Almena, howera:» was now arrived atmt 
age when she could no longer, with any pro* 
pcbety, be called a chicken : is^ was seven* 
and-twaity ; and the effect of keeping laite 
hours, and the continual petty irritations to 
whidi she had been subject, weresi^Bicientiy' 
visible in her countenilce. Shelookedin 
a ntoning so faded and haggard, tlmt aay 
one, not used to the wear and itar of &• 
shionable faces, would have guessed Ahne* 

lasLB age to be seveu*and-thirty instead of 

.»• 
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seven-aiid-tweiity. During her ax cam* 
paigns in London^ she or her fortune had 
made many conqne^ts; but none of het 
London captives had ever obtained any 
power over her affections, and her ambition 
eould not decide upon the pretensions of 
her several suiters. Lady Kerrepoint, whd 
was her prime adviser, had an interest in 
keeping her unmarried; because during 
this time her ladyship employed most ad-, 
vantageously certain moneys, which she had 
borrowed bam our heiress. iThis female 
politician made some objection to every pro* 
posal ; continually repeating, that Miss 
TumbuU might do better — that she might 
look higher-— that with her pretendons, 
there couM be no doubt that she would have 
variety of advantageous offew — and that her 
play should be to raise her value by reject- 
ing, witibout hesitation, all pretenders but 
those of the first diis^ction. Lady Pierre- 
pointy who usually spoke witib all tl^ am* 
biguity of an oracle, seemed on this subject 
more than usually mysterious. Sbm drop- 
ped half sentences, then ch^lced herself 
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iHoAed that she wm mot i^t ^lib^itf 
ovt ; but that 4Bhe had her own joiiRate xm- 
eons £9r advismg her friend Mim TumhuQ 
Bot t0 he^ecipitate iu faer eh<»ee» Her lad]>^ 
di^'8 leeks said meve ttum ber weiid% aad 
Almeria iaieijaeted them ^pcedsd^ as eh^ 
mfibed. There was a eertain aaan|iu% whMpi 
she eeeaetimes iKiet at Lady Pienr^peiBt*^^ 
and whraa she w&uld hwe heen jkaysd 
to meet m&ne ftequeady. He was sieitfaer 
yeuvg, wx haiidse»e» aior wittf , aer mBe^ 
What was he tbea ? — He wlls<a.IIla«^|HttK-« 
and is iiot that enoii^ ? — ^Ahaexia sav»43iai 
he was looked up to as ajperson. o£ffSGSit 
influence and i»pQrtaiiQe» amd she miwiiad 
Aq hahit «of tmstiiajg te the eyes a^^eap of 
irtheiB. J^tte new eMsiAered y^nt j^eojjle 
were ik^ugiii V, liet wh^ tbejareaUy mmei 
4md 'acecnrdang to this mode of estifaatiMi 
d»e oould vmt fail to &as& aJngh ^/fsmcfUi^t 
this exalted .per.8fiiiag^ He paid her 4i&- 
4ugiiiiAe4 hivt jpot deeisive attentioii ; Had 
perhaps the tmfiertai»aty in whjich she ^fms 
kept fpAe his vi^s» irMresiBed hfc ^teMll 
itpon th^ sttiiQect. Th^e wimb 4iilwaQiR!Bipe 






4llkt9de, whkh seemed to prewnt him htmi . 
dedariag iamsdf : — ^at ^me time lie was sncU 
e aly obliged to go ttmbassador to some !fo- 
x^& oomt ; iie went, and staid a year ; at 
iifai zietmi fae irai imnecsed in polities, and 
iepkred his hsid fate in terms, which Al- 
aneria Aougiht it was impossible not to eo»^ 
stmie&vouxably to ber wishes. She thought 
'she waa upon the point of beooming a mar* 
dttoness, wiim bis lordi^ip was again «ent 
into what he called banishment. Lady 
Herrepointhad constantly letters from him^ 
Jiowever; paissages from vrbidk ^he from 
time to time read to Aimeria, in whose weak 
jmnd this kefl alive an indistrnct hope, ifor 
which idle Jbad no rational fouiitdation. i^ie 
WM confirmed in her belief, that the mar- 
quia liad scions thoughts of her, by the 
opfniim of Mrs. Yidoars, who she thonght 
was in tiie seeiet, and who certainly would 
tMt apesk decidedly witiibut sufficient rea^ 
mm. inflfaesd, n<Ahing but the pleasure she 
mfimtd fiom Mrs. Viekars's £iToarable 
priignostics upon this subject, oo«ild ha^ 
in any degree balanced the pain she daily 
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endured from this lady's fretful temper. V|i 
meria submitted to her domineering ha 
mour, and continued to propitiate her with 
petty sacrifices, more from fear than love— 
itom fear, that her adverse influence might 
he fatal to her present scheme of. aggran*- 
disement. Weak minds are sulgect to thils 
apprehension of control from secret causes^ 
utterly inadaquate to their supposed effects^ 
and thus they put their destiny into the 
hands of persons, who could not otherwise 
obtain influence over their fate. 

The time at length arrived when our he- 
roine was to be confirmed in her expecta- 
tions, or wakened from her state of self-^6- 
lusion. The marquis returned from abroad, 
jand Lady Pierrepoint wrote a note more 
mysteriously worded than usual, signifying, 
that she " wished to have a conference with 
JMiss TumbuU on a subject of some impor- 
tance; and begged to know at what' hour 
in the morning she might be secure of ihe 
pleasure of finding her at home*" Afaneria 
named her hour, and waited for its arriTal 
with no small impatience. Lady iPiene- 
^oint's thundering knock at the door was 
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Ipkd ; her ladyship was shown up stairs ; 
and she entered the room with a counte* 
nance that seemed to promise well. She 
preluded with many flattering phrases — de- 
daned, that ever since she had heen first ac- 
quainted with Miss TurnbuU at Chelten-* 
ham, she had always considered her with 
sentiments of esteem, of which she had 
since given indeed the most convincing 
proofs, by accepting of obligations from hen 
^* Obligations ! " exclaimed Almeria, with 
an air of polite astonishment. 

** Yes, my dear Miss Tumbull," con- 
ianued her ladyship, with still more polite 
humility, " I am under obligations to you 
assuredly. Things of a pecuniary nature 
ox^ht not to be named, I confess, in the 
same sentence with friendship ; yet for the 
sake of one's family it is, whilst we remain 
in this world, the duty of every one to pay 
a certain degree of attention to such points; 
and a person, who has, like me, advantages 
of situation and connexions, would not be 
jttf^fiable in neglecting, under diie lintita* 
ticms, to make use of them." 
V Miss TumbuH readily assented to the$^ 
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guarded tnikittSfp. bmk tvpndeted to wl 
^thiftwas to lead. 

** The money wiuch yea kas^ ind Ae 
goodness ta tnuf in lay Imids,'' eortSa ue il 
ber ladyab^ '' has^ mthont. in Ae laMt 
impaverisliuig; or^ I kope, mcoRtreiinray 
yoiv keen el the ntost mateiial advantage 
fo aae."^ 

Aktieria comprehended iJmt ha iadydnp 
referred to het ^pecadatiena in. the atoek^ 
and she congratulated her npoai hec anoceas; 
and added assnranees, that foar ker cam psort 
ahe had not been in the dightesi degtee 
inc0m)enienced. Whilst Miss TumkoB 
uttered these assnrances^ however, die waa 
not sorry to see Lady Piexrepoint take ottfc 
of her poeket4N>ok bank notea to the wtttnmk 
of her debt ; lor in plain truth, tbe intawat 
of this loan had neir^r been pimetually pntt; 
and Almeria had often regretted^ tiiafc Ait 
had placed so much of her foortnme onfc of 
her own power. — ^' Let me now xetnm time 
to yon with a thousand thanks," said bar 
ladyship. ^ Indeed, my niece GbbndOa haa 
more reason even than I have to tkank yon; 
#r you must know, my dear Miw Tntnbull, 
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JIM «a iqr speeia«ti«» Ime been for her. 
Wtem thetiBW that Ae eam^ to lire 



mt, I wa» cbeleimiiied that she shouM^ be 
pm3fp&[lf estabiisbed ; and you must be sen^ 
aiftle tfewt, Ibr a yMmg lady's establishinent 
in our days, money is as essential as beauty. 
La belle Gabrielle is now provided fer as 
the eogirt t6 be, and of course the conse- 
fnenee "mil be a suitable aHianee.'' — Miss 
T^yrribflEittexptessed her satislaction at find- 
ing, that her money had been instrumental 
ia atta^iB^ so baj^y a purpose, and pre« 
mmied to ask if her ladyship had any imme- 
^le.aBianee in view. 

^ It'is a secret as yet ; but I have nose* 
eret&r fbr you, my dear Miss Tumbuli : in- 
dee^ I eame hare this morning by our dear 
OabriellaX particular desire to eommmiicato 
lit to you. I flatter myself you will approve 
of her choice — our favourite marquis.'* 

Almeria was so much astonished and 
dtoeked by these w(»rds, that she turned as. 
pale as if die were going to laint.--^^^ Our 
fiivoimt^^ marquis \ ^ she repeated f n %,£il- 
teiing voice ; •* I thouj^t~-^" 

The fear of becoming ridiculous r^\x\ 
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her auger, and she paused — '' You ^o\^^ 
perhaps/' resumed the perfectly-eoinpoflea 
Lady Pierrepoint, "you thought perhaps^ 
xuy dear, that there was too great a /dispa- 
rity of age hetween Gahiiella and the nia:r- 
quis/' 

« O no." 

" Why that is an objection, I confess ; at 
least it would he to some young ladies : but 
as Gabriella is satisfied, we may wave that,** 

" O yes, certainly." 

" One cannot help being interested for 
him ; he is such a respectable character-^ 
and so much in love !-r-It would really sur-r 
prise you; my dear; for you know he was 
a man^ one would have imagined^ so mudi 
immersed in politics — I protest I never had 
a suspicion of his having a thought of Ga* 
briella, till the proposal was a.bsolutely 
made." 

" I am sure I never suspected the mar- 
quis's attachment to Lady Gabn^lla," said 
Miss Tumbull — '* on the contrary — ^ 

** Pn the contrary," pursued Lady Pierre^ 
point, ." he paid her always, as I rememher^ 
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less attention than to twenty others, who 
were indifferent to him." 

The struggle was still violent in our he- 
roine's mind between rage and the dread 
of exposing herself to ridicule. Lady Pierre- 
point saw this, and coolly held her in this 
dilemma." 

" Now," continued her ladyship, ** men 
are such unaccountable creatures, one never 
can understand them. Do you know, my 
dear Miss Tumbull, I had, till his lordship 
explained himself unequivocally to me, a 
notion that he was in love with you." 

** Really ! " said our heroine, forcing a 
laugh. 

" Did your friend Mrs. Vickars never tell 
you so ? " 

** Yes, she did — frequently." 

** Both of us mistaken, you see, my dear. 
—•Mortifying! to find one's judgment so 
fallible. I tell the marquis, he might ab- 
solutely have been privately married to 
GUferiella without my finding him out — ^it 
is so easy now, the easiest thing in the world, 
to impose upon me. — ^Well, I must bid you 

G 5 y 
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adieu for the pEesait^ my detr Wm Tins- 
bull — you may imagine I have a. VfediSi of 
business on my hands." 

With the utmost aj^earaaee of egrd^aHfy 
Lady Pierrepoint shook wa heroine's le^ 
ceding hand; and, witibout ee&mBg to< 
notice the painful emotions visible im Msm- 
ria's c(mntenance, departed smiling, andper- 
fectly composed. 

The moment that her ladydup bad. lefiL 
the room, our heroine retired to her own 
apartment, and hastily bolted the door to 
prevent the intrusion of Mrs. Vickars, whoK 
curiosity and condolence, whether Beal or 
affected, she was not in a humour to en* 
dure. She walked up and down the zoom 
in great agitation, by turns angry witli 
Lady Pierrepoint, with the mai:quis» with 
Lady Gabriella, with Mrs. Vickara, and with 
herself. After her anger had spent itself 
the sorrowful certainty that it was UMml- 
ing remained ; the disappointmtttt was ir-* 
remediable, and her mortification was< ike 
more poignant, because she had no hmnm 
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bang to BymptAlme in her feelings, no one 
to whom she oould complain. 

^ So this is fBushioanable friendship/' said 
ahe to herseif. ^ This is the end of all 
Lady Pierrepoint's and Lady Gahriella's 
ptofiesdens of rq^ard for me !-*«Fool that I 
have ham, to beeome their dupe !«^With 
my eye^ open, I saw nothing that was going 
forward, thoiigh now I can jreoollect athou« 
sand an4 a thousand cireunxstances, by which 
I might have been^undeceived. But I 
trusted implicitly, — idiot that I was !— 4o 
the friendship of this treacherous unfeeling 
courtier. Once I had a friend, to whom I 
might trust implicitly — I neyer, never shall 
ind her espial." 

A transient recdQection of former times 
crossed her mind — but those times could 
not be recalled : and the present pressed 
upon her most fcnxibly. Frustrated in all 
her ambitious schemes, she was sensible, 
that all that now remained for her was io 
ooneeal her disappoinfmeat, and to avoid 
the omtempt to which she would be^ exposed 



132 ALMER f-A. 

in the world, if it were wliisp^ed, that Misd 
Tumbull had fancied that the Marquis of 
■ ■ was in love with her, whilst he was 
all the while paying his addresses to Lady 
Gabriella Bradstone. This powerful Bear 
of ridicule conquered, or suppressed, all other 
feelings. With all tlie .resolution she could 
assume, Almaia went to Mrs. Vickars,.and 
congratulated her upon the happy event 
which was soon likely to take place in her 
family : ^e even constrained herself so far, 
as, without etxpressing either suspicion or 
resentment, to hear her companion disclaim 
all knowledge of the affair, and declare, that 
she had that morning, for the first time, 
heard of it from Lady Pierrepoiut, with a 
degree of astonishment, from which she had 
ijLot yet recovered. 

In a few weeks afterwards Lady GabrieUa's 
marriage took place. Our heroine's morti- 
fication was much increased by the splen* 
dour in which the bride appeared^ and by 
the great share of the public attention whii^ 
the fair marchioness seemed for son^ daySi 
to engross. Miss TurnbuU was weary of 



/ 
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hearing the pndses of her equipages and 
dress ; and the dissimulation she was oon« 
tinually oUiged to practise towards Mrs. 
Vickars became intolerable. Nothing but 
a pretext for quarrelling with this lady was 
wanting to Almeria, and nothing but an ex^ 
cuse for leaving Almeria was now desired 
by Mrs. Vickars, who had received an in- 
vitation from the marchioness, which she 
^as impatient to accept. The ladies one 
morning after breakfast fell into a dispute 
upon the comparative merits of blue and 
green. It was not to all appearance a very 
dangerous subject, but in certain situations 
every subject becomes dangerous. 

" This ribband is a beautiful blue," said 
Miss Tumbull. 

'' I confess I do not think so," said Mrs. 
Vickars ; " it is a very unbecoming shade 
of Wue." 

" Unbecoming ! — I have been told by 
twenty people, that it is remarkably be- 
coming to me. Ingoldsby told me yester- 
day, that she never saw so beautiful a blue*'^ 

** Ingoldsby*s taste is not infallible, I 
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inuigiBe/' fitiil Mirs.Vidk«rs wiUi % em* 
teiiiptaoas saiile. 

^ It 11U17 not be infalfible,'' replied omr 
k»ame, *^ Vut it k at least as Bsucb^ be 
idfed upon aa other pec^le's." 

^^ I an sme I do not pn^Bid to eempam 
toy taste t& Mis. lagiddsby's; bat I may 
U penmtted to have an c^on of my 
omi, I hope : and in my opinion it ia a 
fidght&al bke^ and shockingly nnbecom- 
ing. And at all events I )ike green infi- 
nitely better than blue; and I beseedi 
you^ Mks Turnbull, not to nvear this hi* 
deow r^and." 

"lamsurel Am't. pretend to set my 
taste in eompetition with Mrs. Vickars's, 
but I must confess I cannot thank thob 
. a £dgfatful blue» or shockingly imbecom- 
ing; near can I agree with my body in pt&- 
ferring green to blue ; and for once . I shall 
take/ the liberty of Mlowing my own 
fiuacy.'* 

^ For once !**-! am sorry I ever preswned^ 
to offir an opinion upon this or any other 
aul)|eet to Miss Tumbull*-^! siiall be more 
* i|^utious in future ; but I candidly^ own I 



did think iHtt^pKefetgreenttoUiieintlh- 
out giving ofl^Mew" 

'< It gives me n» oficooe^ I asBiiie you, 
Mrg. Viekars^ thftfe you dbould prefer green 
to blue ; I am not n rid]ciiloii& But pea* 
pie who cannot bear to he eontradieted 
themselres, are always apt to fiiney tint 
others have the sane strange sort (tf domi- 
neering tempar." 

<' People who can bear nothii^ but lat- 
tery. Miss TiimbuU, should have sudb a 
fii^id as Mra. Iiigoldsby» who woidd swear 
&at blue is green, and Uaek white, I make 
BO doubts" said Mrs. Vickars; ''for nvy 
part, I am sorry I cannot get rid of my trou* 
Uesome sincerity.*' 

" Sincerity! Sincerity! — To doyoujus^ 
tice, Mrs. Yiekars,^ whoterer I may have fdt 
idbottt trifles, in affiiirs of unportanee I have 
never found your 4rti2C€rtfj^ troublesome.*^ 

The iromeal accent upon the word ins^ 
eerity sufficiently marked Miss TumbvlTs 
•^meaning* 

The irritable temper of Mrs. Viekafii pitt 
it ouA of her power to a^t a part with tinnk 
^* exqinsite dissimulation," for which some 
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of her sex have been celel»rated by tftc [«( - 
didous Davila. Throws off her guard by 
the last sarcastic insinuation, Mrs. Vickars 
burst into an angry defence of her own sin. 
cerity with respect to the affair of the mar- 
quis and Lady GabrieHa. Ahneria observed, 
that this ** defence was quite unnecessary, 
as she had not made any accusation ; and 
these apologies could be prompted only by 
Mrs. Vickars*s own tenderness of consd* 
enee." — Mrs. Vickars replied with increas- 
ing acrimony. She said, that her " con- 
duct needed no apologies, and that she 
dbiould not stoop to make any, to soothe the 
disappointed ambition of any person what- 
ever." — Reproach succeeded reproach — sar- 
casm produced sarcasm — ^till at last Mrs. 
Vickars declared, that after what had pass- 
ed, it was impossible she should remain • 
another day in Miss TumbuU's house.-— 
This declaration was heard by Almeria with 
undisguised satis&ction. The next day 
Mrs. Vickars accepted of an invitation from • 
the marchioness ; and our heroine after- 
wards protested, that she was as much re^ * 
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joieed ta be freed fiom the eneiinibnuice of 
sudi a oompanion^ as Sinbad the sailor wag 
to get rid of the old man of the sea, who 
fastened himself upon his shoulders widi 
such remorseless tenacity. She resolved to 
be more cautious in dhioice of her next com!*- 
panion. There were many candidates for 
the honour of supplying the place of Mrs* 
Vickars; amongst these was Mrs. In* 
goldsby, a lady who was perfect mistress of 
the whole art of flattery, by means of whidi 
she had so far ingratiated herself with Miss 
Tumbull, that she felt secure of a prefer-* 
ence over all competitors. Almeria had 
indeed almost decided in her favour, «wheii 
she received a note fix)m a Mrs. Wynne, an 
<^d lady with whom she had formerly be6ii 
acquainted in Yorkshire, and who, being 
just come to town, was eager, to renew hei: 
lutimacy with Miss Turnbull. She wa$ a 
Woman of an excellent heart, and absp* 
lutely inaq[)able of suspecting that others 
could be less frank or friendly than herself. 
She was sometimes led into mistakes by 
thie uiMlistinguishing benevolence ; for she 
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ifliagitted. tittt alt mhkh afpeaxftd vm^ 
hobM pvove r%^ if prQfvdijr iiMimf:MA; 
tint Aere nast be some geod leetoA for 
eircfy thifl^ tkak. seemed to be^ bad;, tint 
ere»7 instaiHse of vitkiiidiieBs er inselenee 
«n imdes^ed; aaft tikak everj ^pnnd 
vas only a. »iwiBifersfeaodBy,'~Pc mns i ai 
bjr tills goodoiailiuredkkid of i/nroa|p-lieidei* 
Bess, she freqiwnti]r did tile BMfli pnmilBii^ 
bjr way of deiag th& most. ob%ii^ tim^ 
inagimble. 

Upoa tiikprindqcde slie wdald plaeeeoiu 
teBfdtisg pavtka by suzprise in tiie Tny si^ 
imtion, wbich of aU etiiers tiiqp aifitk 
wished to ai^id, and tiien ga^re 1^ signal 
fttr a pitched battie, by b^ging tibe eM^ 
nies would shake bamda witii Me aaethen 
Kow^be bad heard it xepoipled in Yndb* 
sbkre, that there was some ceohmsa beto w mi 
tiie Elmours a»d Miss Turid>all; bntdn 
was mcHrally cartain tiiere could bene tnitil 
ki this report, finr a Tftriety of ^ very boot 
reosono is the world. 

'' In the first place,** ai^ned Mrs. Wymi^ 
^ to my certain knowledge. Miss Ttotibiffi 
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10% £Mm Iwr w&iugr, alwajs tlie gitatettt 
finKNBite at EfaooBr Groves the pupil if 
tibe good €ftU gfiRtleman, aad the intunate 
fiieid o£ the daughter. Durii^ that odd 
Hodgkmscn'ff life^time, Ahneiia was always: 
ifilk Misa £Qeo Elmour^ ndw tieated her 
^piife VObb a drter. I am swe I remember, 
aa i£ it was ^i^esterday^ her mtrodudiD^ Misa 
Timibii}! to mc^ and the aflfeeticmate way 
iai trhicli ahe apoke of Iier*-*tiid I partteu* 
laiiy leeoUeei hearing Ahneiia TumfauQ^ 
aanon^t' ath^ grateful things^ say, that 
she dbould wish to live and .dk with her 
frieads at Elmouc Grove. Then she had 
starenger reesoDa afterwards for being at* 
taehed te them — ymi know it was Mn 
Fftdmek £lmovur who gained her Imgt 
hstme for her. I was in the eonrt-house 
in Yetk the very day the eause was de* 
c^led, and I never hc^urd a man speak witib 
lime energy and eloquence than Fredend^ 
£hn<H^ djA in her defenee. It waa plain, 
indeed^ that the eloquence came from hia 
heart*--*as tin tibe law part of the l^iness, I 
know my nephew, who understands those 
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tibongsy said it was a very nice questian, and 
that if her cause had not been managed as 
ably as it was, she would not have gained 
her fortune. Now of course this was a 
thing that never could be forgotten. I 
own, I expected thiit there would have been 
a match between Miss Tumbull and Mr. 
Elmour ; but Sir Thomas Stock, her guar- 
dian, took her away from us, and Mr. M- 
mour fell in love with another lady. But 
all this time Miss Tumbull has never mar* 
ried, though she has been so much in the 
great world, and from her large fortime 
must have had so many offers. I heard it 
said yesterday, that she had refused Sir 
Thomas Stock's eldest son, and my Lord 
l^adstme^ and some others ; now it is plain 
she would not marry merely for money or 
title. My nephew, who is so amiable and 
sensible, is just the man for her, and he had . 
used to admire her very much in formar 
times, when he met her at Elmour Grove.'* 
^ Mrs. Wynne hinted her wishes to her 
nephew, but he seemed not much inclined 
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towards Miss Tumbull, ** because," said he, 
<< though Frederick aud his sister never ut- 
tered a syllable to her disadvantage, I can^ 
not, from circumstances, help imagining 
that she has !not behaved well to them ; 
and besides, after five or six years spent in 
the great world, and in all the dissipation 
in which she has lived, her disposition can- 
not probably be the same as it was when I 
knew her in the country.'' 

-Mrs, Wynne could not, with her good- 
natured eyes, see the force of any of these 
objections, and she was determined to con- 
vince her nephew of their futility. With 
this view ^e formed a scheme, which was 
to be kept a profound secret from th^ par*. 
ties concerned, till the moment when it 
should be ripe for execution. She heard 
that Miss TurnbuH was in want of a com- 
panion ; and she knew that Mrs. Henry 
Ehnour, a very amiable young widow, dis- 
tantly related to the Elmour family, and 
^ho had formerly been a friend of Almeria's, 
^as at this moment in great distress. She 
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Juid no doubt that Warn TiumlNiU vooUl be 
^dighted with an opportwiity of serving any 
4SfDe eonneeted mth a -fiunily to whom Ab 
«wed moh obligations. Mr&Wjnn^&nckd^ 
that tiiis would he the finest oocaason im»> 
^naUe to prove to her nephew* that, not- 
withstKiding Akneria had hitely lived so 
nuich in the fiishionaUe world, de had tiie 
safloie grateful heart as haaeAj. 

Eager to come to this demonstratioa^ 
ICrs. Wynne wrote immediately to the dis** 
tressed widow, b^ging her to eoine to toinn 
with all possi^b expedition ; ^^&ir I ha^e 
ibnnd, or at least I am morally sure of find* 
i^. the -<»td>«»i««t«.ti« p»rJ«rt 
jcsm. iksire. I say no more, that I naajr not 
deprivie you of the pleasure of tl^ Boipriae.'' 

The same day that she sent tins letter to 
^e post* she dispatched tl^ foUowii^ iiote 
to Ahneria : 

*' KY DEAR MISS TimNBUX.L, 

I am too well peECUaded 
of the goodness of your heart to .fear Ifarf; 



foasbanii dikk »y pvetrafc iatfixSaam 
impertment. We used to be very |^(m| 
fiiends in Yododuve, and I am sure shall 
be just tbe smoe in Lomim ; therefore^ I 
miteiodHmt ceremony, as fiiends should. 
I called upon you twice, but found you 
wexe iK&bifddily not at h&aat. Now I have 
a wuitUac very naar my heart to apeak to 
y0SL aboot, diat perhaps wUl turn out an 
miich to your «atis&ctk>n &s to mine. I 
oanBtft express myseV so weil as I could 
wash in writing, but am swe you will not 
repeat yonr kimliiess» if you will do us tb^ 
honour ai dimng with us in a family way 
on Fiiiay next ; and in the mean time, let 
me h^ you wiU not &<»de yom* cheioe oi 
a cmnpafl&on. I cannot be mxaxi expUdbt; 
kst ^as I have said once brfoise to^y) I 
diould defoive ymi of the pieasure of tbe 
soxspdst. Dear Madan^ £argiye this fire^ 
dwa in one who most dbfoerely wii^es yoa 
well (as Fsiday will prove). My atephew» 
M^^ary Wynsie (whom fw may renkedfaer 
a sreat adnorer tof voursL demes his beat 
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respects ; mxi with erery gobdN»dsh I re** 
main. 

Dear Miss Tiirnbull-s 

* Afl^ionate Inuable s^yant, 

M. WYNNE." 

'. This letter at first, surprised our heroine, 
and afterwards afforded subjeet for much 
ridicule to Mrs. Ingoldsby, to whom Alr 
meria showed it. She laughed at the odd 
freedom of the Yorkshire dame, at the old 
fashioned plainness of the styles — ^paren- 
thesis within parenthesis — ^at last» eondud- 
ing with respects and best wishes, and 
remaining dear Miss Tumbull's humble 
servant. She. opined, however, upon the 
third perusal of the letter, that M». 
Wynne was anxious to present h^ ne]^ew 
to Miss TumbuU, and that this was the 
real meaning of her curious note-^that 
probably she wished to surprise her with 
the dight of some Yorkshire damsel^ who 
had formed the reasonable expiM^tation, that 
because Miss TumbuU Imd done her tibe 
honor to notice her ages ago in the country. 
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ibe was to be lier oomj^ion in town. Mrs. 
Ingoldsby . farther observed, that Mrs. 
Wynne, though she had not practised at 
court, wi|8 no bad politician in thus attempt* 
Ing to recommend a companion to Miss 
TumbuU, who would of course be entirely 
in her nephew's interests. Almeria's vanity 
was indirectly flattered by these insinu* 
ations, which tended to prove her vast con« 
se^ence, in being thus the object of plots 
and counterplots ; and she the more readily 
believed this, from the experience she had 
had of Lady Pierrepoint's manoeuvres.—- 
'^ It is really a dreadful thing," said she, 
^ to be a great heiress. One must be so 
cdreomfi^ct-Hio much upon one's guard 
with ail the world. But poor Mn^ Wyimc^ 
shows her cards so plainly, cme p^t be an 
idiot not to guess her whole play." 

To <* mistake reverse of wrong for right," 
is <»ie of the most common €^rours in the 
conduct of life. Our heroine being sen- 
able, that she had been ridiculously credu^ 
lous in h^r de^&sgs with Lady Pierrepoin^ 
Was now inclined to be preposterously sus- 

VOL. 11. H 
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picf oiur. She determiiied ifith her next wk 
mirer to pursue a system. diametrieailly op- 
posite to that whkh she had MiiTN^ with 
the marquis ; she had shown faim sbtractift 
complaisance ; she was neiw prepsied to dis«^ 
play the repulsive haughtiness beeoming 
the representative of two hundred thcmsud 
pounds ; she had completely adopted Lady 
Herr^oinfs maxim, That a lady ^tauld 
man^jf to increase her consei^uenee mid 
strengthen her eonnemons. Her fioEmer 
ideas, that love and esteem were neeessary 
to happiness in a union for Ufe, seemed ob^ 
solete and romantic ; and the good qnalttiei^ 
of her admirers, though they were always 
to he mentioned as the ostensihle matms 
for her choice, were never in redity to i» 
fluence her deei»on. 

To stoop at once £ront a. marquis to a 
private geutl^aan would be terrible; yet 
that private g^nfelemau waa wotthjrol lome 
little consideration, Hot because he Wi8» as 
Almeria remembered, a man of tk^^ilAi; 
isense, temper, and eharaeter ; batbecoueiie 
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hid. a dear Mtate of eight thounnd poundi 
a yeax, and ^vas next hdr to an earldom* 

liki TmalNJl cnnot jftoferty be called 
aiemalefitxtiiiieJiuBter; but, to coin a new 
2«ame Hot cat heroine^ vrhieh may be nsefnl 
to^designate a nnmerons dascr of ber oon<» 
tonponne^ she was deeidedljr a female 
tUkJkunter. 

iSbe a«eepted of the invitatton to dinnesr^ 
and, accompanied by a proper supporter in 
Mm IngoUaby, went to Mrs. Wynne's^ 
cbessed in the utmost ^travagMce of the 
. ittode, Uaadng in all the glory of diamonds; 
in kepes of striking admiration even imto 
auve vpon the heaorts of aU bdiolderB^ 
llioii^ she had been expiessiy in?ited to 
uf^tmhf§firtjff she eonsidered that only as 
an hnnll^coittitry phrase to excuse before^ 
haoid il^y. deficienoy of mi^ificence. I^ie 
had no doubt, that the finest entcrtainmratr 
and the finest companjf, Mn^ Wynne eonld 
yMcme or eoflect, woold he prepared for 
htf itcsftion. She was somewhat sur^ 
psiMi/ ef^edailjr a^; she came fa^ionaUy 
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late, to find in the drawmg-room only old 
Mrs. Wynne, her nephew, and a lady, who 
from her d|res8 and modest appearance was 
endently nobody. Miss Tumhull swqvfc hy 
her, though she had a disagreeable recoU^ 
tion of having somewhere seen this %iu:e 
in aformer state of existence. Mrs. Wyime^ 
good soul ! did not believe in wilful blind* 
11688. and she therefore said, with provokhig 
•impUdty. 

** Miss Tumbull, this is your good ioxsoA 
Mrs. H^iry Elmour— ^poor thing! she is 
sadly altered in her looks since you saw her, 
a gay rosy lass at Elmour Grove ! but though 
her looks are changed, her heart, I can ai^ 
swer ht it, is just the same as ev^, aiidsl^ 
remembers you with all tiie affiHtion yo« 
could desire. She would not l^|ke ttiy 
ether of her name, indeed, if shef^k other- 
wise, l^he Ehnours were all so fond <tf 
your * * 

The name oi Elmour, instead of hanag 
that irresistible charm, which Mis. Wyue 
expected, over Almma's heart, pfiodippi a 
directly eontrary eflfec^. It recalled soumy 
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asfiociatioiis that were painful to her pride ; 
1^ was vexed to perceive, that obligations 
aad intimacies, which she had forgotten, or 
wliieh she wished to forget, were remem- 
bered so obstinately by others. All this 
passed in her mind whilst Mrs. Wynne was 
speaking. With a look of ill-humonred 
surprise, Almeria half rose -from her seat, 
and as Mrs. Henry Elmour was presented 
to her, uttered some phrases in an unintel- 
ligible voice, and then sunk back again on 
the S0&. Mrs. Wynne made room for the 
widow between her and Miss Tumbull—* 
Mr. W3mne kept aloof — a dead silence en- 
sued — and Miss Tumbull, seeing thatii^ 
her present position there was nothing elae 
to b. a™^ c«»ie«end«l f V that .fl 
Mrs. Heiuly Elmour's friends in Yorkshire 
were v^m when she left them. Mrs. 
Wynne's countenance brightened up, and 
she now addressed her conversation to Mrs. 
Ingoldsby, in order to leave the pair, whom 
she had destined to be friends, at perfect 
liberty to talk over " old times." 

Mrs. Henry Elmour naturally spoke: of 
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the bappy days whidi they had qmit toge^ 
ther at Elmour Grove ; but Mim Tnmbnli 
iras 80 zmich occupied in claspis^csie of her 
diamond bracelets, that half of ft hat mm 
said to her .seemed not to beh^ird, and the 
other half to create no inteiest She lodced 
up, mhefi. she had at length adjusted hoc 
bracelet, and with an insipid smile (leapcDt 
from Lady Pierrepoint) seemed to beg 
pardon for her fit of absence. The imfbr* 
tunate Mrs. Elmom: recommenoed uU die 
had said ; but though Miiss TumbulTs eyes 
were at this time directed towazda the mu 
dow's face, ibey wandared over her features 
with sadt insolent examination, tibat Ae 
was totally abashed. Having gained hot 
point, our heroine now lodged rou^d as the 
door opened, in expectation of the entraaoe 
of some persons who might be worthy of 
ber attention ; but lo ! it was xmly a ser- 
vant, who announced that dinner was served. 
Mi«s Tumbull's surprise could be eqiaaBed 
only by her indignation, when dbe found, 
that it was literally to a favdly periy 
she was invited — •* Miss TumbulV^ said 
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ACrs. Wjrme, as they were tsittlng down to 
diniier, *^ I hsve beenmuch diaapp<Mnted in 
not havii^ tbe oompasy of some friends ai 
yours, who. I esqpeeted would dine with us 
t^^y ; but they will be wifu us^ I hope, 
ta.W|^t~4;hey were unluekily engaged to 
dine with the Duchess of 



n 



Miss Tumbull Vouchsafed to appear in- 
terested^ when the name of a duchess was 
mentioned ; but her countenance again 
changed to an expression of almost ao^ry 
^i^^exation, when Mxe. Wynne explained, that 
these friends ware Mr. and Mrs. Elmour^ 
4nd Mr. Charles Wynne and his lady. 
*' Miss Ellen £lmour you know she w»— '' 
— ^ Very true, I saw her marriage in the 
papers, I remember, some tim^ ag(^" re- 
plied Miss Tumbull ; ^^ a year, if I'm no); 
m»tak^.^' 

''Two yms ago, madam,*' said Mrs. 
Wynne. 

. '* Was it two ! — I dare say it might-r^on 
know it is^ impossible to ke^ a register 
iof deatlus and maniages in one's head.-— 

Pray, are you at all acquainted^ "• ji|l?|. 
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W3miie, with the DiichcsBof— — ? Sbc 
was always a prodigious Mend of the £3p> 
mours, as I remember — How is that? — ^Aie 
ihey any way related, I wonder P** 

'^ Yes; they are now rdated by marriage,** 
said Mr. Wynne ; ^* Mrs. Elmour isa nieoe 
of the duchess's." 

•• Indeed r 

'* She is a charming woman," said Mr» 
Wynne, ** so beautiful, and yet so unaffected 
— ^so sensible, yet so unassuming." 

**Pray," interrupted Mrs. Ingoldsby, ** has 
not her grace conversaziones, or reading 
parties, or something in that style evary 
week ! — She is quite a learned lady, I un* 
derstand. Th^e was always sometibing odd 
about her, and I cannot help being afraid ct 
her." 

** I assure you," said Mrs. WynnOt " that 
tiia-e is nothing odd or strange about the 
Duchess of ■ ■ . She has always the mort 
agreeable society that London can aflford." 

Miss Tumbull and Mrs. Ingoldsby inte& 
changed looks of affected cont^npt«-^bat 
Mr. Wynne added — 
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^* Her grace has, you know, a taste for 
literature and for the arts ; and the most 
celebrated Hterary characters, as well as 
those who have distinguished themselves in 
active life, assemble at her house, where 
they cau enjoy the most agreeable conver* 
sation — that in which a knowledge of booIa» 
and of the world is happily blended.'* 

** And as to being afraid of her grace,'* 
resumed Mrs. Wynne, " that is quite im- 
possible ; she has such affable, engaging 
manners. I am sure, even I am not in the 
least afraid of her." 

** But you know," said Miss Tiumbull; 
with a malidous look of mock humility, 
•* there is a difference between you and me 
—I would not meet her grace for the world, 
for I am persuaded I should not be able to 
articulate a syllable in her classical presence 
— -I have not been used to that stvle of 
company by any means.— I assure you, I 
should be, as Mrs. Ingoldsby says, horribly 
a&aid of your witty duchess." 

" She has none of the airs of a wit, be- 
lieve me," said Mrs. Wynne, growing more 
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aaod more earnest ; *^ and if 700. mU not 
believe me, ask your ftiend EBoa." 

<^ O excuse me, I beaeedi; I shall adiiio 
questkmfr— *I only bc^ leave to keep aoyaelf 
well, y^hm, I am welL The filmoursi nvlit 
are so elever, and have sacb merit, asid so 
oo, are all vasliy better smted to ]ier ^UK 
than I am.*" 

No coDtradictieiL jensuod— oar hatxne 
D^as mortified beyond the power of oeitooai« 
ment. 

After dinner, when the ladies »^hMd» 
Mrs. Wynne, though somewhat daimed 
and pussded by Miss Tmnbnll's bebmour, 
smnmoaed all the resolution., wlueh beaie* 
¥olence could in«^ire, and resolined at omse 
to come to the point witibi omr heixHae*. She 
flattered herself, that aH in Mtfs Ta£Dbtii& 
that appeared inauspicious to lier licfes, was 
only her manner, that sort of mann^ 
which people, who live much in faa^ Ufi^ 
catch, and practise, without mettis^ to 
give themselves aiiB, or to humble limr 
neighbours. 
; Many persons will perhaps think, gpotd 
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Mn. Wytme ahnoet an idiot ; bvit she was 
a womaii of alnUties ; and if dbe did not 
exart them in discovering with promptitude 
&e folUes of others, she enjoyed much hap- 
jHoess in her baievdent soeptieisin. This 
evening, howevei:, she was doomed to be 
absokitely eonvineed, against her will, that 
siie had fonned too favourable an opinioii 
ef otieof her felbw-creatures. 

She was eager to e3G||iain herself to Al* 
meria b^re Ellen and Mr. Frederick £1- 
monr dbould arrive ; she therdEbre took her 
Mde, axul began without any prefisioe : 

" My dear Miss Tumlmfl, here is a dmrm* 
mg opportunity {out you to do a kind, and 
g^erous, and grateful action.*— This poor 
Mrs. Henry Elmour ! — She has tdd you 
how she has been reduced to distress witii* 
^t any imprudence of hers. Now you 
eould not, I am sure, prove the goodness of 
your own heart better to your Mends (who 
will be here in half an hour), than by Axrn^ 
ing kindness to this unfortunate widow. I 
camiot presume to say more than, tibtat 2 
tliink she would make a most agiwdabie 
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cooapanion to an amiable sensible young 
bdy — and you have not decided your choice^ 
have you?" 

^* Pardon me, I have decided, beyond a 
possibility of retracting/' replied Miss Turn- 
bull haughtily. 

" I am very sorry," said Mrs, Wynne, 
mth an expression of real concern in her 
countenance, ^^ I have been very impni^ 
dent." || 

^ Beally I am infinitely distressed, that 
it is out of my power to oblige her ; but 
the lady who is with me now, Mrs. In* 
goldsby, has a prlf^blaim." 

Prior claim ! — ^prior to that of the Elmour 
&mily ! thought Mrs. Wynne. 

The decisive manner in which Miss Tiim- 
bull spoke precluded all fmrther hope. 

" Well, I did think it would have been 
such a pleasure to Miss TurnbuU to meet 
Mrs. Henry Elmour, and all her old friends 
the Elmours here to-day ; and I fancied, 
that if there had been any little coolness or 
misunderstanding, it Wjould quite have 
passed off, and that I should have had the 
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joy of seeing you all shake hands— I thought 
it would have been such an agreeable sur- 
prise to you to see all the Elmour family^ 
and Ellen's charming little girl, and Mr. 
Frederidk Elmour^s boy !" 

A more disagreeable surprise could 
scarcely have been imagined for our.heroine 
-Hshe informed Mrs. Wynne coldly, that 
there was not the slightest quarrel between 
her and any of the !IQlmours ; and that 
therefore there was no necessity, or possible 
occasion, for any shaking of hands or re- 
conciliation scenes ; that undotdbtedly the 
style of life she had beeff^thrown into had 
entirely separated her j&om her Yorkshire 
acquaintance ; and time had dissolved the 
sort of intimacy that neighbourhood had 
created. That she should always, notwith* 
standing, be most particularly happy to 
meet any of the Elmour family ; though, 
from her situation, it was a good fortune 
she had not often enjoyed, nof indeed eould 
in future expect. . But that she widied it ta 
be understood, and repMted, that she al%> 
ways in all companies properly acknowlei^ge^ 
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the obligatioiiB she had to Mr. Frederidc 
£hB<mra8 a lawyer. Har caiuie, she be- 
lieired, was die&oBt in whkli he had distib- 
gnished himself; and ehe was rejoiced to 
find, that he had since risesi so rapidly in 
his profesnon.— As to Miss Ellen Elmour, 
die was a i^^ ehanmng sennUe yoimg 
woman^ nodonbt; and Miss TumbuU as- 
snied Mrs. Wynne» she was ddigfatod to 
hear she was so suitably married in p<mt 
ef nsderstajding and temper^ andall those 
sort of things — and besides, to a gentkaian 
of a reasGnaMe fortune, which she was 
happy to hear Mr. 'C!' Wynne possessed. 

Here she was interrupted in her speedi~ 
the door opened, and the Duchess of ■ ■ , 
lit. and Mrs. Ehnour, and Mr« and Mrs. 
CSboies Wynne, were announced. Our 
heroine was not prepared &r the si^ht of 
tibe duchess; and ha: grace's appearance 
made her receive her old Mends in a mAwnrsr 
rery dififeresat' from that in ydiich slie had 
determined to meet them. Practised as she 
was, she stood iM^esolate aad awkward, 
whibt Bikn, with easy gracefol kindness^ 



sco9fited hGt, and iaunediatety itttraduoed 
her fo the BueheM of -^— • As Mr. ^re* 
dmck J^l^our jipparowbed, and as hisbeaii 
tiM iHfe wfts f iraeated to Mus Timilra]], 
MtaHlier effiwrts ewld coneeal tlie marti& 
calaaa she dadaiedy wbibt she laxNMmiiieed 
that 

*' She nw vastly happy — quite delighted 
•-4liat all this was zeidly mch aa agieeahk 
and unejppected mrprisc t9 her ... • ftr 
she did not even know any of h^r Yoriosdiire 
&ieiMb were in tewn/' 

JH[r& I^^ldfiby eaiBe up to har asstsb- 
ance. Miss Tumbull rallied her ^pirit% 
asddelieairaied to make har staod upon the 
ii&dtiisiye ground of fashion. Those hHh^ 
eamprehaid the r^ts of the privileged 
mdeia of &shion ave aware, that even % 
ranmoiier, who is in a certaia hU ia iuc 
superior to a duchess wJbo is not suj^pssed td 
move in lixaA aiagic ^de. Alfn«ia» upon 
this principle, began to talk to l^e X>tt^ffi 

of of aome ^ h^ acqumatanesi, who 

viere of theh^est tm ; aad thea^ilMHMlly 
iJbdMd herself aad bwged pfusdw^ asid 
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IcMked surprised at Mrs. Ingoldsby, yfhea 
die found that her grace was nbt acquainted 
with them. Much as Miss TumbuH had 
reason ta complam of Lady Pierrepoint and 
the young bride the marchioness, she nm 
thought that thdbr names would do her h^ 
nour ; and she scrupled not to speak of lliem 
as her best friends, and as the most amiaUe 
creatures existing.-HSuch is the meanness 
and insufficiency of vanity ! 

** Poor Lady Pierrepoint," said the Du- 
chess of , " with her independent for- 
tune, what could tempt her to enslave her* 
«elf, as she has done, to a court life ?" 

*^ Her ladyship finds herself suited to her 
isdtuation, I believe,'' said Miss TumbuU. 
^* Lady Pierrepoint is certainly fermed, more 
than most people I know, to succeed and 
sdiine in a Qourt ; and sl^ is in fiivour, and 
inpower,nidin&8hi(m.'' 

'* Does it follow of course that she is 
happy?" said* Ellen. 
^ O ! happy-*^ course ; I suppose so.** 

** No doubt," said Mrs. Ingoldsby ; *^ Ae 
has every reason t& be happy ; has not i^ 
^ust made her niece a marchioness?" 
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'«Mi88 TambuU lepeated "^Happgl to 
be sure Lady Pienqpoint ia higspy, if aay 
body in the world is happy.'^-^A short sigh 
escaped from our heroine. 

ISSkrL heard Ihe ngh» and attended to it 
more than to her words; she looked upon 
her with eompassion, and endeavoured to 
change the conversation. 

'^ We Impend this winter in town ; and as. 
I think I know your real tastes, Ahneria/ 
said she, taking Almeria's hand, ^' we must 
have the pleasure of introducing you to 
some of her grace's literary friends, who 
^vill, I am sure, please and suit you parti* 
cularly.'v 

Mr. Frederick Elmour, who now really 
pHied Ahneria, though in his pity there 
was a strong mixture of contempt, joined 
his sister in her kindness, and niamed and 
described some of the people whom he 
thought she would be most deshrous of know- 
ing. The names struck Miss Tumbull's 
cars, f(n* they were the names of persons 
distdiq^shed in the &shionaUe as wdl as 
01 the literary world; astd dis was Mbt . 
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tsayalaiid mortifted hy the fybbovfiiy^ >hat 
lier country frie$id$ had by dome loeaQS, 
fi4^mprdieiM9ible to her^ gained distiiieiaan 
and intimacy in jso&i&tf wliere she lod 
m^Iy ad]ii]asi0n ; shfe was vexed bq^ond 
^xpnesfffOD^wlieD she found tiutt theEimnir^ 
weresopericMrto her evasi on her own ground. 
At this instant Mrs. Wynne, with her usiul 
mni^ity, asked Mrs. Ehnoiir and Ellen, 
why they had not Inrought their ehanniiig 
diiMren with them; 4ddin^ ^^ Yoa aze^ 
tty dears, without ^(ieption, the two hap« 
l«fist mothers and ^ves I am «5q«a« 
with« And after all, what happiness iff 
there equal to domestic happiness ?— -<40 my 
clear Miss TumbuU, trust me, thoi%h I am 
% silly old wcmaa^-there's no(hin|( like it^ 
and firielEids at ootnrt are not like firiend^ at 
}unne~»and all the Lady Fierrqpbints tbiit 
ever were, mr ev0r will be bam» are sot, as 
you'll find whai you come to try theou 
like one of these plain good ££Lena and JEH* 



tnours.'' 



_ • 

The address, isomple as it was, eanie ao 
hoRie to Aismena's expemno^ md s% mmf 
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leeoUeetaoiis rushed at onee u]pon her me^ 
mary, that all her fiu^titiQus diaiacter of a 
fine lady gai£B t|^i|r to natural teeHing, and 
suddenly the»l|i]gEi9t into tears. 

^^^Oood heaveaifl! my dear Miss Tnmbull,'^ 
cried Mrs. Ingoldsby, ^ what is the matter ? 
«--Aie not yoa wdU? — Salts! salts!— the 
beat of the room ! — Poor thing ! — she has 
such weak nerves* — Mr. Elmour, may I 
trouble yon to ring the bell for our carriage? 
Miss Tumbull has such sensibility ! This 
meeting, so unexpected, with so many old 
fiiends, has quite overcome her.^ 

Miss ^umbull, recalled to herself by 
Mrs. Ingoldsby's voice, repeated the request 
to h«ve her eairiage immediately, and de- 
parted with Mrs. Ingoldsby as soon as ishe 
possibly could, utterly abashed and morti- 
fied; mortified most at not having been 
able to conceal hesr mortification. Inca- 
paUe absolutely of articulating, she left 
Mm. Ingolddl^y to cover her retreat, as well 
as Ae cottld, with weak nerves and send^ 
WMty. 

Mi9m ^ diaritaMe Mrs. Wynafr m* 
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WW heaid to admowledge^ that she coold 
neither iq^iave of Miss Tumhulfs oondocti 
nor firame any apolc^ foi^ tiSfae wofessed 
that it looked very Iik^4[9^t she itf all 
things detested mostr— ingratitude. Her 
nephew, who had heen a cool ohservant 
spectator of this evening's performance^ im 
gkd that his aunt's mind was now decided 
by Almerta's conduct Heexdaimed, iihat 
he would not marry such a woman, if her 
portion were to be the mines of Paru. 

Thus Miss Tumbull lost all chance of 
the esteem and affection of another man d 
sense and temper, who might ev^i at tiiis 
late period of her life have recalled herfiom 
the foUies of dissipation, and rendered her 
permanently happy. 

And now that our heroine must have lost 
liU power of interesting the reader, now 
that the pity even of the most indnlg^t 
must be utterly sunk in contempt, we dtail 
take our leave of her, resigning her to .that 
misery, which she had been long preparing 
for herself. It is sufficient to say, that after 
tbts period she had some oStexs iiom men <tf 
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fiudnpn of rained fertunes ; but these slid 
rejected, still fitneying, that with her wealthy 
Whidi had been prodigiously increased, she 
could not £ul to make a splendid match; 
So she w^it oh coquetting and coquetting^^ 
rejecting and. rejecting, till at length she 
arrived at an age when she could n^ect no 
longer, ^e ceased to be an object to ma« 
tiimonial adventurers, but to these 9uc« 
ceeded a swarm of female legacy-hunters. 
Among the most distinguished was her com* 
panion, Mrs. Ingoldsby, whose character she 
soon discovered to be artful and sdfish in 
the extreme. This lady's flattery, tiiere- 
fore, lost all its power to charm, but yet it 
became necessary to Almeria; and even 
when she knew that she was duped, she 
could not part with Mrs. Ingoldsby, be** 
cause it was not in her power to supply the 
place of a flatterer with 2i friend. — ^A friend! 
that first blessing of life, cannot be bought 
—it must be deserved. 
Miss, or as she must now be called, Mrs. 

* - ■ 

Almeria TumbuU, is still alive— probably 
at this moment haunting some place oi pub« 
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Ui BmmiNmati «r 'stotloiiflirjr at the tiisd« 
t4bSe. Wliexerefr die mxy be, die is ie* 
qAsed and discontented ; one exanaple mcse 
amongst thottsandfl, that wealth cannot pw 
ehase5 or fisLshiwi; bestow, real haffubmk 

'^ See how the world its veterans rewards-^ 
A youth of ibllj, no old age «f cardst^ 

jEdgtowihsiown, 
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CHAPTER I. 

** Then oft af« heard the notes of infant woy 
The short thick sob, loud scream, and shriller squall. 
How caQ jon^ mothers^ vex yonr infiiats so f " Bovti* 

" D'abord, Madame, c*est impossible !— 
Madame ne descendra pas ici ^ ? ""^ said 
Fran^ois^ the footman of the Madame de 
Flenry, with a half expostulatory, half in^ 
dignant look, as he let down the step of her 
carriage at the entrance of a dirty passage, 
that led to one of the most miserable-look^ 
ing houses in Paris. 

" But what can be the c^use of the cries 
which I hear in this house ? " said Madame 
de Fleury. 

" 'Tis only some child, who is crying," re- 
plied Fraii9ois i and he would have put up 
the step, but his lady was not satisfied..- 

* In the fir»t place, toy lady, it is impossible ! Surely 
my lady will not get out of her carriage here ?• 
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'* 'Tis nothing in the worJd," oontinued 
l^f, with a looki^ajlpeal to the ooaehman--- 
** it c^;)'be nothixig,*butsome^ildren9'Who 
are locked up there above. The mother^ 
the workwoman my lady wants^ is not at 
home, that's cert^iit" « 

'^ I must know the cause of these cries, I 
must see these children/' said -Madame de 
Fleury, getting out of hier carri^e. 

Fran9ois held his arm for his lady as sh^ 
got out. f 

"Kton ! " cri^d he with an air of vexation. 
*^ Si Madame la veut absolument, a la bonne 
heure ! — Mais Madame sera abimee. Ma^ 
dame verra que j'ai raison. Madame ne 
inontera jamais ce vilain esealier. D'ail- 
leurs c'est au cinquieme. Mais, Madame^ 
c'est impossible * ." 

Notwilhstai^iftg the impossibility, Ma- 
dame de Fleury proceeded ; and bidding 
her talkative footman wait in the entry, 
made her way up the dark, dirty, brokea 

* To be sure it must be as mj lady pleases*— but my 
lady w^l find it terribly dirty I — nay lady will *!ind I was 
right'— roy lady will never get up that shocking staircase, 
it is impossible I 
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^taii^oase^ the somid of the cries increasing 
ev^' instant, till, as she reached the fifth 
story, she heard the shrieks of one in violent 
pain# She hastened to the door of the 
room from which the cries proceeded; the 
door was &sten0d, and the noise was so 
great, that though shd knocked as loud as 
jshe was able, she could not immediately 
make herself heard. At last the voice of a 
ehUd from within answered, 

" The door is loked — mammy has the 
key in her pocket, and won't be home till 
night; and here's Victoire has tumbled 
from the top of the big press, and it is she 
that is shrieking so." 

Madame de Fleury ran down the stairs 
which she had ascended with so much dif&« 
culty, called to her footman, who was wait- 
ing in the entry, dispatched him for a sur- 
geon, and then she returned to obtain from 
some people who lodged in the house, as- 
sistance to force (men the door of the room 
in which the children were confined. 

On the next floor there was ^ smith at 
work, filing so earnestly, that he did not 

i2 
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hear the screams of the daldren* Whet 
his door was pudbed opeu^ and tiie bri^t 
vision of Madame de Fleury appeared ta 
him/his astonishment was so greats that he 
seemed incapable of comprehending ifhst 
Ae said. In a strong provindal accent he 
repeated, '' PlaitM ? " and stood aghast till 
she had explained herself three times : then 
suddenly exclaiming, ** Ah ! c'est 9a ! "~hc 
collected his tools precipitately, and followed 
to obey her orders. The door of the worn 
was at last forced half open, for a press th^ 
had been overturned prevented its opening 
entirely. The horrible smells th^t issued 
did not overcome Madame de -Heury^s hur 
manity: she squeezed her way into the 
room, and behind the fallen ]^ess saw three 
little children : the youngest, almost an in* 
iant, ceased roaring, and ran to a comer ; 
the eldest, a boy of about eight yeara old, 
whose face and clothes were covered with 
blood, held on his knee a girl youngo* than 
him self;, whom he was trying to pacify, birt 
wlio strug^fed most violaatly, and screaaed 
iai?esfiantly,r^ardless of Madame de Flairy, 
tb whose Ip^stions^die made no answer. 
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" Where aie you hurt, my dear ?" re- 
peated Madame de Fleury, in a soothing 
vrace. " Only tdl me where you feel pain? " 

The boy, thowing his sista's ann, said, 
in a suily tone-—" It is this that is hurt— 
but it was not I di^it" 

" It was, it waSf" cried the girl as loud 
as she could vociierate : " It was Mauriea 
threw me down from the top cf the press."' 

" No— it was you that were pushing me, 
Victoire, and yon fell backwards. — ^Have 
done screaching, and show your arm to the 
lady." 

** I can't," said the girl. 

" She won*t," said the boy. 

** She carmot," said Madame de Fleury, 
kneeBng down to examine it. " She can.* 
not move it : I am aftaid that it is broken." 

" Don't touch it ! don't touch it ! " <aied 
the girl, sCTcaming more riolenUy. 

** Ma'am, she sci 
thing often," said tl: 
more broke than 
more it well enoug 
•* I am afraid," a 
" that her arm is I 
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" Is it indeed ? " said the boy, wiA a look 
oftertour. 

" O! don't touch it — youll HH me, yon 
are killing me," screamed the poor girl, 
whilst Madame de Fleury with the greatest 
caie endeavoured to jtnn the bones in tfadi 
proper place, and resolred to hold the arm 
till the arrival of the surgeon. 

From the feminine appearance of this 

lady, no stranger would have expected snch 

resolution ; but with all the natural senn- 

bility and graceful ddicacy of her sex, she 

had none of that weakness or afiM:atioii^ 

which incapacitates fn»n being useful in real 

distress. In most sudden acddents, and in 

all domestic misfortunes, female resolntJon 

and presence of mind are indispensably le* 

quisite: safety, health, and life, often depokd 

upon the fortitude of women. Happy they, 

.who,IikeMadamede Fleury, possess strength 

9"Utmo8t gentleness 

8S of disposition ! 

y's sweet i^ice, the 

nd no iMiger stn^- 

1 sat quietly oh hex 
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Hpi sometimes wxkhing and moming with 
pain. 

The vrngwn at length arriTed : her arm 
was Bet : and he said, " that she had pro-- 
baUy been saved much fiitore pain by Ma. 
dame de Fleuty's presence of mind." 

. '* Sir, — will it 80<m be well ? " said Man- 
rice to the suigeon. 

" O ycfl, very soon, I dare say," said the 
Uttlegirl. "To-m(HTOw, perhaps; fornow 
that it is tied up, it does not hurt me to ag- 
mfy — and after aU, I do believe, Maurice, 
it was not you threw me down." 

As she spoke, she held up her face to kiss 
h«r brother. — " That is right," said Madame 
de Fkury : " there is a j^>od sister." 

The little girl put out her lips, offeriflg 
a seCDnd kiss, but the boy turned hastily 
away, to rub the tears from his eyes with 
the back of his hand. 

" I am not ra*^ now r a 
said she. C- ' 

" No, Victoire, I was ot 
I aaid that" 
. As Vieteire was going 



ITS IIADANI DE ILEnST. 

the tuigecu impoMi alou^ ,,l,„„i^ ^^ 
she must be init to bed, md should he k^ 
quiet Mad»i»e de Ftaiiy laid h«r ipm 
fte boi, as soon a> Hamiee had eleand it 
of the things with which it ms vkkA; 
and as they were i^radiig the Bggod Haul 
ket orer the little giil, she whispeied s re- 
quest to Madame de Fleurj, that she wobU 
" stay till her namma came home, to heg 
Mjurice off fiom being whqiped, r 
should he angry." 

Touched by this isstanm <rf,| 

and compassioaating the devote i 

of these children, Madame de Flenry e 

plied with Victoile's request ; reiabing to 

remonstrate with thcii mother for leaTii^ 

them locked up in this manner. Theydid 

not know to what part of the town their 

mother was gone; they could tell ody, 

" that she was to go to a great many di£. 

carry ba^ woik, and to 

It -aRd that she expected 

" — It was now half after 

ne de Fleuiy waited she 
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itkei A^ boy to give ber a Ml account af 
the manner ui vAkk Ihe acdd^t had baj^ 
peaed* 

^ Why, ma'am," taid Mauxiee, twistmg 
4Hid lottmstiag a n^B^ged handkerchidPas he 
spoke — *^ the ftrst beginning of all the mis^ 
dubf ira8--«-we had nothing to do, so 'we 
went to th^ athet to nake dirt pies ; bat 
Bdbet wonkl go so dose, that she burnt her 
petticoat, and threw abocit all onr ashes, and^ 
piagued us, and we whipped her : but all 
would not do, Ae would not be quiet ; so 
ta get out of her reach, we dimbed up by 
this diair on the table to the top of the 
prass^ and there we were well enough for 
a; litUe while, till somehow we began tO' 
quarrel about the old scissors, and we Strugs 
gled hard for them, till I got this cut." 

Here he unwound the handkerchief^ and 
for the first time showed the wound, which 
ha had never mentioned before. 

^ Then," continued he, " when I got the 
cut, I shoved Victoire, and she j^ushed at 
me again, and I was keeping her off^ and 
her foot slipped, and down she fell ; and 

15 
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eai]^t by tbe pre8s*4oor^ audpulled it mai 
me afU^ lier» and tikaf 8 aQ I knovr.'^ 

*' It is well that you were not both killed,'* 
said Madame de Fleury. ^^ Are you ofltea 
Irft lodged xxp in this tnannef by yourselves, 
saxd without any tibdi^ to do ?" 

'^ Yes, always, when mamma k abroad— 
except sometimes we pie hi out upon tk 
stairs, or in the street ; but mamma says 
we get into mischief there." 

This dialogue was interrupted by the re- 
turn of the mother. She came up stairs 
slowly, much fatigued, and with a heavy 
bundle under her arm. 

**How now! Maurice? how comes my 
door open ? What's all this ? " caied she in 
an angry voice ; but seeing a lady sitting 
upon her child's bed, she stopped short in 
great astonishment — Madame de Fleury 
related what had happened, and averted her 
anger from Maurice, by g^tly expostulating 
upon the hardship and hasmrd of leaving 
her young children in this maBner during 
so many hours of the day. 
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r ^ Whyj my Itdyj** repiied the poor wo- 
man, wiping her foidiead, ^' every havd^ 
woiidng woman in Paris does the same with* 
her ehikbrra, and what ean I do else ? I 
mint earn Ixread for these helpless ones, and 
to do that I must he out backwards and 
forwards, and to the forthest parts of the 
town, often from morning till night, • with 
those that employ me ; and I cannot affoid 
to send the children to school, or to keep 
any kind pf a servant to look after them ; 
and when I'm away, if I let them run about 
these stairs and entries, or go into 'the 
streets, they do get a little exercise and air 
to be sure, imch as it is ; on which account 
I do let them out sometimes ; but then- a 
deal of mischief comes of that too— they 
learn aH kinds of wickedness, and would 
grow up to be no better than pickpockets^ 
if they were let often to consort with the 
little vagabonds they find in the streets. So 
what to do better for them I don't know." 

The poor mother sat down upon the fallen 
press, looked at Victoire, and wept bitterly* 
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Jdadame de Flevry iras strudk vriih oonu 
jpa^mbittBhedidBot ntasfy hfir feelinipi 
in^rely by irorda of eooifort» or by tlie caqr 
ionatiiOii 0f soHie iiKffi0y'--*di0 rasdiredte 
do B(Maetbi»g mor^ aad MmetUng btfctar. 
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'* Cove often^then; £or baplj in my bow'r ;'' .. . 
Amusementi knowledge, wisdom, thou mayst gain : 
If I one soul 1111^10?% I faasre not iiv'cl i« rmn.*' 

Beattie. 

It h not so easy to do good, as Aosewho 
have nerer attempted it may imagine j and 
they, 'who without consideration fellow the 
mere instinct of pity, often by their impru- 
dent generosity create evils more pemiciouar 
to society than any which they partially 
remedy. *^Warm Charity, the general 
friend,*' may become the general enemy, 
nnless she consults her head as well as her 
heart. Whilst she pleases herself with the 
idea, that she daily feeds hundreds . of tibe 
poor, she is perhaps preparing want and 
fiimine for thousands. Whilst she delights 
herself with the anticipation of gratitude 
fer her bounties, she is often exciting only 
unreasonable expectations, inducing habit?, 
of dependence, and subr«ion to slavery. 
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Those nvho wish to do good^ should st- 
tend to experience, from wfamn they ii»y 
receive lessons npon the largest scale, tliat 
time and numhers can afford* 

Madame de Fleurjr was aware, that nei- 
ther a benevolent disposition, nor a large 
fortune, was sufficient to enable her to he of 
real service, without the constant exercise 
of her judgement. She had there&re 
Hstened with deference to the conversation 
of weI14nformed men upon those subjects 
on which ladies have not always the means 
or ihe ydsh to acquire extensive and accu- 
rate knowledge. Though a Parisian belle, 
she had read with attention some of those 
books, whidi are g^erally thought too dry 
or too deep for her sex. (Consequently her 
benevolence was neither wild in theory, nor 
precipitate nor ostentatious in practice. 

Touched with compassion for a little girl, 
whose arm had been accidentally broken, 
and shocked by the discovery of the confine* 
ment and the dangers to which numbers of 
children in Paris were doomed, she did Ii4>t 
make a parade of t%er sensibilitv* >S3ie.dxd 
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uottalk of hi^ feelings in fine sentenfies toa 
cirde of opulent admirers, nor did she pre>< 
jeet for the relief of the little sufferers some 
magnificent establishment, which she could 
notetscecute or superintend* She was con* 
te&ted with attempting only what she had ■ 
reasonable hopes of accomplishing. 

The gift of education she believed to be 
more advantageous than the gift of money 
to the poor ; as it ensures the means both 
of fiiture subastence and happiness. But 
the application even of this incontrovertible 
princi]^ requires caution and judgement^ • 
To.crtrwd numbers of children into a place 
called a school, to abandon them to the ma* 
nagement of any person called a school<« 
master or a sdiooUmistress, is not sufficient 
to secure the blessings of a good education. 
Madame de Fleury was sensible that ihe 
greatest care is necessary in the choice of 
the person to whom young children are to 
be intrusted : she knew that only a captain 
number can be properly directed by one sa- 
perintendent : and that by attempting to 
dp tooi»iich, dbe might dp nothing, mviorse 
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tStmn Botfaiiig. Her sehod vas &n&tdy 
Hmetanf rm % anuiU flcale, fMA sfaecmilfll 
enl»^ to any extent^ if it tinudA be finiad 
to MocedL From enane of tiaie fimM5&» rf 
^Mrpwpl^ who meaoii]]!^ their bmdaie 
obliged toapend most of the day fion hsmtr 
she selected t?i^ ve little gitk; rf whon Vio^ 
toire vruB the eldest, said she was hetweoi 
six aoid ae^en. 

The person Buder whose care Macfatme de 
Fkary widied to place ^ese dhildrea wasa 
mm of tide ^esurs de UCkaritS^ mth whoso 
simplieitj of character, haierolenee^ and 
ixuld steady tempa:, she was tfaoEOiigldy as* 
quaintied. Sister Frances v^ ddi^bcbed 
with the laao. Any sdibme that prandaed 
t# he of serrice to her feUow^cxeatures was 
sure qf mating; with: ho: appDohsiion ; hut 
this snked her taste pocuHariy, hecause ahe 
was extremely fond of ehildrai. No yonag 
person hi»L ever boarded mc inomtha a^ has 
eoniristt witbomt becoming attadb^ ta good 
Sister Frances. 

. .The peisadsf whiah we ^se : writiag war 
s^ne years bdbre ttptei|i8 wcse aMJalMd ; 



^ 
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but the strietnesis ttf their rules had i& msaky 
instanees been ocmsidembly rekxeii. Wi^« 
out much diffieolty, permissioa was cA^ 
tained £rom the abbess for our nun to devote 
ha time during the day to the care of theoe 
poor children, upon condition that Ai 
should regularly return to her convent every 
night beiiNre evening prayers. The iM>U(se 
which Madame de Fleury chose for her little 
sdiool was in an airy part of the tomi ; it 
did not face the street, but was separated 
'fiom^^^otiier buildings at the back of a court; 
retired from noise and bustle. The tw# 
rooms jntraded for the occupation of th^ 
children were neat and clean, but perfectly 
^mple, with white-washed walls^ furnished 
ouiy with wooden stools and benches, tofA 
plain deal tables. The kitchen was well 
lighted, (fcNT light is essential to deanfiness,) 
and it was provided with utensils ; and ft# 
these appropriate places were allotted, td 
give lite habit and the taste of order. The 
scluK^oom opened into a garden largeir 
than Is UmiaHy sen in to\yns. The nm^ 
who hid been accustomed to piirc^ftse 
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pfovisiim for her oonvoaitt uiidertook td 
prepare daily far the childjcen^ hreakfaet 
and dinnar ; they were to sap aod sleep at 
their respeetive homes* Their parents were 
to take them to Sister Frances every inom- 
ing, when they went out to work, and to 
eall for them npon their return h<mie every 
evening. By this arrangemrat, the natural 
ties of affection and intii&acy between the 
tehildren and their parenta would not be 
loosened ; they would he separate <»ily at 
the time when thdx absence must be inevi- 
table Madame deFleurythoughty that any 
education, which estranges children entirely 
fi*oin their parents, must be fundamentally 
erroneous ; that sueh a separation must tend 
.to deiib^y that sense of filial a&ctio« and 
anty, and those prineiples.af domestic suborn 
dination, on which 00 many of the interests, 
and much of the virtue and happing, of 
society depend The parentis of tiiese poor 
ehildrenwere eager to trust Oiem^oher we, 
and they strenuondy endeavoured to jfno- 
mole wlwt they. perceived to be 4iitiitely to 
their advantage.. They j^wni^' to ti^ 
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Aeir daugiiters to sehool punctually efveiy 
TRomiag — a j^romise ^hiclx was likely t» be 
kept, as a good breakfast was to be ready «b 
a certain hour and not to wait for any body: 
The parents looked forward with pleasure 
also to the idea of calling for their litde 
girls at the end of their day's labour, and 
of taking them home to their family sop. 
per. During the intermediate hours, thd 
children were constantly to be employed, or 
in exercise. It was difficult to pronde 
suitable employments for their early age ; 
but even the youngest of those admitted 
could be taught to wind balls of cotton^ 
thread, and silk, for haberdashers ; or th^ 
eould shell peas and beans, &c. for a neighs 
beuring traiteur ; or they could weed m% 
garden. The next in age eould learn knit^ 
ikoug and plain-work, reading, writang, and 
azithmetic. As the girls should grow wf^ 
they were toHbe made useful in the care of 
the honse. I^ter Frances said, '< she oould 
teach . thrift to wash and iron, an^d tiuit 
she wotddim^ke them as skilfid in eooki^ 
as she was berselC" This last was dc»ibt- 



|«B ^ MADAME DE FLEURY. 

Ie08 a nush promise'; l&r in mort of the niys* 

teries <^ the culinary art» espeeially in 

the medical branches of it, in maidng «u 

imuy messes palateable to the siek, few 

eonU hope to eqnal the neat-handed Sister 

Frances. She had a variety of other ae- 

tomplishments — but herliuinijiity and good 

sense forbade her^ upon the present occasion, 

to mention these. She said nothing of em- 

hroidery, or of paintiog, -or of eattiiigbut 

paper, or of carving in ivory; thought in aQ 

these she exeefied ; her cnttings out in 

piqper were exquisite as the finest lace ; her 

emhroidai^d liousewives, and her painted 

hostes, and b^ fan-moutits, and her curiously 

vftougfat ivory toysy had obtained for her 

the li^hest reputation in the conv^t^ 

fOnoagst the best judges in theworld. Hme 

Mly, who have philosophically s<aidied aoid 

^rou^ly understand the nature of ftme 

and vanity, can justly a|^reciate the sel£ 

denial or magnanimity, of Sister Frances, 

in ferbearing to enumerate or boast of these 

things, ^le alluded to them but ouce; 
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and isL the sUglitest and -mort hmble 
manner. 

^^ These little o^eaturefr^re too young for 
ns to tliink of teadung them apy 'diing but 
]^laiB«work at present ; but if hereafter any 
of them should show a superior genius, we 
can cultivate it prqperly ! Hea^n has been 
pleased to endow me with ^e means— <at 
least our convent says so.^' 

The actions of ^ster Frances showed as 
much moderation 9& her words ; lor though 
she was strongly tempted to adorn her new 
dwelling with those spedmens of her skill, . 
which had long been the glory of her apart^ 
ment in the convent, yet she - resisted the 
iiapulse, and contented hersdl-lvith iMing* 
ii^ over the chimney-piece of her school^ 
imm a Madonna of her own painting. 

The day arrived, when she wafr to receive 
her pupils in their new habitation. When 
the dnldren entered the room for the first 
time, they paid the Madcmna the homage of 
their uinfeigned admiration. InvoUmtarily 
the little crowd stopped short at the ai^t 



/ 



190 MADAME DE FLEURY. 

4i£ the picture. Some donniiBt emotions of 
human vanity were now awakened — splayed 
for a moment about the heart of Sister 
Frances — ^and may be forgiven. Her vanity 
was innocent atid transient, her benevolence 
permanent and useful. Repressing the 
vain-glory of an artist, as she fixed her eyes 
upon the Madonna her thoughts rose to 
higher objects, and she seized this happy 
moment to impress upon the minds of her 
young pupils their first religious ideas and 
feelings. There was such unaffected piety 
. in her manner, such goodness in her coun- 
tenance, such persuasion in her voice, and 
fiimplicity in her words, that the impression 
she made was at once seriousji pleasing, and 
not to be effaced. Much depends upon the 
moment and the manner, in which the first 
notions of religion are communicated to 
children ; if these ideas be connected with 
terrour, and produced when the mind is 
sullen or in a state of dejection, the futuxe 
religious feelings aire sometimes of a gloomy 
dispiriting sort ; but if the first impresskm 
be made when the heart is expanded Jby 
hope or touched by affection, these emc^OBiis 
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are happily and permanently associated with 
religion. This should be particularly at- 
tended to by those who undertake the in- 
struction of the children of the poor, who 
must lead a life of labour, and can seldom 
have leisure, or inclination, when arrived 
at years of discretion, to re-examine the 
principles early infused into their minds. 
They cannot, in their riper age, conquer, 
by reason, those superstitious terrours, or 
bigoted prejudices, which render their vie- 
tims miserable; or perhaps criminal. To 
attempt to rectify any errburs in the foun- 
dation, after an edifice has been constructed, 
is dangerous: the foundation, therefore, 
should be laid with care.^ — The religious 
opinions of Sister Frances were strictly 
united with just rules of morality, strongly 
enforcing, as the essential means of obtain- 
ing present and future happiness, the prac- 
tice of the social virtues ; so that no good 
or wise persods, however they might differ 
from her in modes of faith, could doubt the 
beneficial influence of her general princi- 
ples, or disapprove of the manner in which 
they were inculcated. 
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Detached from every other worldly in* 
tereftt, this benevolent nun devoted aU her 
earthly thoughts to the diildren, of whom 
she had undertaken the chaige. She wateh'» 
ed over them with unceasing vigilance, whilst 
diffidence of her own abilities was hajq^ily 
supported by her high opinion of Madame 
de Fleury's judgement This lady con« 
stantly visited her pupils every week ; not 
in the hasty negligent manner, in which fine 
Lidies sometimesvisit charitable institutions, 
imagining that the honour of their presence 
is to work miracles, and that every thing 
will go on rightly when they have said, 
" Let it be so ;*' or, " / mmt have it to!* 
Madame de Fleury's visits were not of lUs 
dictatorial or cursory nature. Not minutes, 
but hours, she devoted to these children— 
she who could charm by the grace of her 
manners, and delight by the el^ance of her 
conversation, the most polished circles*" and 

* It was of this lady that Msraiontel said-^'^ She btl 
the art of making the most common thoughts appear new| 
and the most uncommon, simple, by the elegance and 
clearness of her expressions/' 
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the best infonned societies of Ptois» pre- 
ferred to the glory of being admired the 
pleasure of being useftil :— * 

^ Her Ufoy as lovely ai her face^ 
Each doty marked with eveiy grace ; 
Her native sense improved by reading. 
Her native sweetness by good-breeding/' 
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CHAPTER in. 



'' Abme! hownradit 4earle6t pndeitb*: 
I^t if tint pride it be^ wiiiefo t^MiMiim^ 
Bewar^y jre {Unesl with iiice diacemmentsee, 
Yequencb not too tb^ sparl^s of nobler fires." 

Shsvstove. 



By repeated observation, and by attend- 
ing to the minute reports of Sister Frances, 
Madame de Fleury soon became acquainted 
^mtfa the habits and temper of> iSStch indi« 
vidual in this little society. The most in- 
telligent and the most amiable ^of these 
children was Victoire. Whence heir supe- 
riority arose, whether her abilities were 
. naturally more vivacious than those of her 
companions, or whether they had been more 
early developed by accidental excitation, 
we cannot pretend to determine, lest we 
should involve ourseWtes in the intricate 
question respecting natural genius — a meta- 
physical point, which-^we shdl not in this 
place stop to discuss. Till the wcfllf has 
an accurate philosophical dictionary^ (a 

i i . .. L t 
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tfsric iEioi to be expected in less tiuw hai£% 
docea dentuises,) titis questioa will iievtr 
be fkcided to gen^ial «atu&ction. Ib the 
mean tuiie, we may proceed with oiir story. 
Deep was the impresdon made on Vio- 
lume^n heart by the4cindne|5s ti&at Msdvne 
Jut Fkilry ahowed her at th6 time h^ arm 
WM broken; and her gratitude wae ex- 
^^^esaedwith all the eBihmasiic f9»dness 
flf dhildfaood. Whenever she qioke er 
inod of Madnne de Fleury, her oountek 
BflQuBe beOHMf bntefested and animated, in 
a degree that wmild have astonished a cool 
Eoglah i^peotator. Every meming her firtit 
questioxi to aister Frances was — ^^ Will she 
amae .to-day ? .''—If Madame de Flenry was 
expected^ ilie hours and the minutes wei:^ 
eoanrted, and the sand in the hour-glass, 
that stood on the school-room tahle, w^ 
&equesitly shaken. The moment she a^^ 
peanod, Viotoire ran to har, and was silent; 
aatifified with stwding close beside b^^ 
hbldng her ^wn when unperceived, and 
watehiMg, as ^e spol^ and move4 every 

« 

tinai of her oounteiQance* Delighted % 

K 2 
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these maxks of sensibility^ Sister Fiances 
would have praised the child, but was 
warned by Madame de Fleiiry to refifain 
fiom injudicious eulogiums, lest she should 
teach her affectation. 

^' If I must not pr£se, you will permit 
me at least to love her/' said Sister Frances. 

Her affection for Victoire was inereased 
by compassion: during two months the 
poor child's arm hung in a sling, so that 
she could not venture to play with her cobs- 
panions. At their hours of TMreation, she 
used to sit on the school-room i^ps, loddng 
down into the garden at the scene of mer- 
riment, in wMch she could not partake. 

For those who know how to fin^ it, there 
is good in every thing. Sister Fiances 
used to take her seat on the steps, sonl^ 
times with her work, and sometimes with a 
book ; and Victoire, tired of being quite 
idle, listened with eagerness to the stories 
whidi Sister Frances read, or watched with 
interest the progress of her wcnrk : soon At 
longed to imitate what she saw done with 
90 much pleasure, and begged to be taa|^t 
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J 

to "^drk and read. By degrees she learned 
her: alplialiet; and could soon, to the 
amassement of her school-fellows, read the 
names of all the animals in Sister Frances's 
picture book. — ^No matter how trifling the 
thilig done, or the knowledge acquired, a 
great point is gamed hy giving the desire 
for employment. Children frequently be- 
come industrious from impatience of the 
pains and penalties of idleness. Count 
Rumford showed that he und^stood dbildish 
nature perfectly well, when, in his house of 
mdiistry at Munich, he compelled the young 
duldren to sit for some time idle iti a gal-* 
lery round the hall, where others a little 
older than themselves were busied at work, 
-^During Victoire*s state* of idle convales-i 
cence, she acquired the desire to be em- 
ployed, and she consequently soon became 
more industrious than her neighbours. Sue*' 
ceeding in her first efforts, she was praiiSed 
—was pleased, and persevered tiU she be- 
came an example of activity to her eomi^ 
panions; But Victoire, though now nearly 
seven years" old, was not quite perfeot. 
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l^atityally, or aeddentally , ibe VfBs retj fea^ 
sMiate, and not si little a^-wiHecL 

One day being nmimtedy hflranun^fike, 
with wldp in hand upon tlie bemnter of the 
fiight of stairs leading f^m the sdiooi^aMiiii 
to the gafrden, she dS}^ m s tone oC 
<nio»ph to hix iday-felkms^ desinn; tibm 
ta stand out of the ivay, and see her slide 
from toptobcrthtom. At thianuaneas^ Sister 
Fiaiiees came to the schooI-isOTi door, .mai 
fisbade ibe i^ : bat Yietiafe^ legasdksa 
of a& pcofaibitu)n9 slid dbwn instaiEkfy; sad 
mcoresret ipvas gcong to nqieat ibe g^odoiis 
Ofesatiim, when Silver Frances^ catchiii^ 
hold of bar ann, pointed to a. heap of ahnp 
stones tiiai hiy on the gioimd np(m ibe 
other side of the banistetv. 
. ^ I am not a&»id,"'said Yietoiie. 

^ But if you &t& thexe^ yem, may bsvaik 
yonr arm again." 

^ And if I do, I can hear it^'* said Vh> 
toire. ^^ Let me go^ pray kt me gsv I BHKt 

doit." 

'^ No; I finhid yoiv Yictoire, tl dttb 
down agastt !— Babet^ and all tibe litde 
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0BC8 wiMdd fclfew ymxt example^ aad per- 
liflfM hr^ak their Becka.** 

The mm, m she spoke, attempted tot 
compd Vkteixe te dOanuxiBt : hut she mm 
so nmdi of a heraio^ that she would dor 
nocking upon winptilsioii« Qiagmg fast 
to i^ banistetS) she resisted with all her 
in^bi; she kieked and sereomed, and 
sleceamed and kidied ; but at last her fed; 
wece taken pnsoBeis: tluaa graspiaif the 
iSiUws^ with one hand, with the other she 
fafafldished high, the little whip^ 

^'What!*^ said the mild mm, "« would 
yon strike me with that arm? " 

The arm drojqped iisrtantly — ^V ictinre 
reooQeeted Madame de Flenry'ft kindnesa 
lisc day whea the arm was hcoken : dia**^ 
nmmtzag inxaediately, Ae threw hesself 
upon her knees in the midst of the erowd 
of yo«og flfiectat(»rs^ and begged pndon of 
Sistar Franets. For the rest of the d^ 
slie wai^as gearUe as a IsljxA ; nay som^ sik 
sort, tiiat the cik^ of her oMtntion w«« 
vasifale dnnng the remainder of the week. 

£b»riag tims fi)«nd.tfae secret of xedoetag 
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AeKtde rebel to obedknce by towhaig her 
on the tender point of gratitude, the nun 
had recourse to this expedient: in all pexilinis 
cases : hut one day, when she was hoas^ig 
of the infallihle operation ofiher charpi, 
Madame de Fleury advised huer to forbear 
recurring to it. frequently, lest she. shoiiH 
wear out the sensibility she so icmch loteS. 
In consequence of this ootulsel, VUA(Aj»'^ 
violence of temper was sometimes rqdueed 
by force, and sometimes corrected by reason ; 
but the principle and the feeling of gratii- 
tudeivere not exhausted or weakened in the 
struggle. The hope of reward operated' 
upon her generous mind more powerfully 
than the fear of punishment ; and Madame 
de Fleury devised rewards with as much 
ability as some l^islators inve&t punish- 
ments. 

Victoire's brother, Maurice, who was now 
of an age to earn his own breads had a 
strong desire to be bound apprentice to the 
smith, who worked in the house where, his 
mother lodged. This most ardent wish (£ 
his soul he had imparted to his sister: imd 
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she consulted her benefactress, whom she 
considered as all-powerful in this, as in 
every other a£&ir. 

** Your brother's wish shall be accom- 
plished/' replied Madame de Fleury, " if 
you can keep your temper one inonth. If 
you are never in a passion for a whole 
month, I will undertake that your brother 
shall be bound apprentice to his friend the 
smith. To your companions, to Sister 
Frances, and above all to yourself, I trust, 
to niake me a just report this day month. . 
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CHAPTER IV. 



^ You alie pre&tr'dto all the fAy revotSp, 
Where female raoky might w»h to shine, 
Tb« pMop of ciiMMij and th» pn4».of wwta.*^ 

Lytteltok. 



At the end of the time prescribed, fhc 
judges, including Victoire herself, who was 
the most severe of them all, agreed she had 
justly deserved her reward. Maurice ab*» 
tained his wish ; and Victoire's temper 
never relapsed into its former bad habits*— 
$0 powerful is the effect of a well-chosen 
motive ! — Perhaps the historian may be 
blamed for dwelling on such trivial anec- 
dotes ; yet a lady, who was accustomed to 
the conversation of deep philosophers and 
polished courtiers, listened without disdain 
to these simple annals. Nothing appeased 
to her a trifle, that could tend to form the 
habits of temper, truth, honesty, order, and 
industry ; — habits which are to be early in- 
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imteA, aot by m^tam piee^ta, but by 
poetBoal lessoBB. A fbrr more esacm^aa (i£ 
these sbaA be xeeorded, notwitbrtanding 
the &ac of bang tizesonit. 

Oae daijr litde Bri>e^ wbo vai now five 
yean old» lasr, u she was catmag to school 
an old woman sittiDg at a comer of ttwi 
stied^ be^e a krge Uack hnaaet TuU of 
SMttad. dieanits. Bsbet tbougkt, that thft 
diaaButs koked aad sneUed rery good;: 
tbe okA wflMan waa talking earnestly to' 
ecDOe peo^e, who were on her other side ; 
Bahet filled her in»kbag with chesnuts,. 
a^ then ran aft^ her mother and mteTt 
wbo, having tiutned the tamer of the street, 
had not see& what paaaed. Wh» Babct 
canie to the sahoc^TooiH, she opened her 
bag with trium}^, dis|^yed her treasure,. 
and offered to divide it with her c(Hnpa» 
maaa,- — " Hete, Victoire," said she, " here 
is the laigest cheenut for you." 

Sttt VidcMKe would not 
said that Bdbet had no 
she could not have come 1 
dMHuts. ^e spoke so i 
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point, that evea th«e who had die tempt! 
isg morsdl actually at their/ lips^ &iboie to 
bite ; those.wborhad bitten; haSi down ^am^^ 
half-eaten prize ; .and -those who' faad.&eir' 
hands full of ches^tits, rolled tfaein bkisk 
again towards the bag. Babet cried with 
vexation; 

<^ I burned my fillers in getting ihem 
for you, and now you won't eat them !— 
Nor I must not eat them ! "^ said she : 
Ihen curbing h^r passion, she added — " But 
at any rate I won't be a thief — I am sure I 
did not think it was being a thief just to 
take a few chesnuts from an old womaB, 
who had such heaps and heaps — ^but Vic- 
toire says it is wrong, and I would not be 
a thief for all the chesnuts in the world— 
I'll throw than all into the^ fiire this 
minute!" : I . 

"No ; give them back again to* the dd 
woman," said'Vietoire. * 

:, ** But may be, she would scold -me for 
having taken them," said Bahet ; ^* or who 
kncHvs but she might jrhip me ? " > - 

^* And if she did^ could not ycHt.bear 
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it?" said Victoire; '^ I am stiiie I would^ 
rather bear twenty whippiogs^ than be a 
thief.", r . . . . ' . i . . \ 

" Twenty whippings ! that's a ' gr«&t^ 
m toy/' said Babet; ^ and I' am so little, 
cbiudderr-and that woman has such a mtm- 
strous ann ! — ^Now if it was Sister Francec^' 
it would be another thhig. — ^But come ! if 
you will go with me, Victoiie, you shall see 
how I will behave." 

" We will all go with you," said Vic-' 
toire. 

« Yes, all ! " said the children,—*^ Aid 
Sister. Frances, I dare say, would go, if yoa - 
aflked her." 

fisibet ran, and told her, and she readily- 
ooosented to accompany the little penitent ^ 
to make restitution. The chesnut woman^ 
did not whip Babet, nor even scold her ; . 
but said she was sure, that since the child • 
was so honest as to return what she had^' 
taken, 43fae wotdd never steal again.— ^Tfais 
was. the most glcrioM day of BAffs li£i^ . 
siod the happiest. Wheii the circumstaaee ' 
was told to Madame de Fleury, she gir^ 
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^It^cgnA akog «f thektii dieflwte Ac 
old W0SUPI cmU adect, aari: Bdwt mtk 
great delight shared her reward with, ker 

CBMffanioiii: 
"But^ahft! timei^nMiite ale not rMiU 

•4r-^! ifwcmvidhatiaQaattbettrand 

tibedMldrut 

* Srt^FnoiMa plaia^ in tke niidir of 

lltttaUe^ on whid» the. ch«3in«t»wq8e qneiip 

a small earthenware funuKaes^s dti^htM 

toy, coHMnoiil^r used 1y^ dkilsbem in Fknfirto 

cook their little feasts. 

. ^ This, eaii he ho«ght fm rnxfencc^^' said 
siie*: ^^ aiiA if eaeh of you twelve earn ont 
hal^nny a^piece to-day, you can 
iit«h]ia^»t» and { wili:p«Lt a littfeisc 
il, aMd youi will then he jMei tfl^roaA 
oheanuite." 

: The children i^neagoly &> tiimr wodc^*^ 
ajMSbe ta wind worsted £n? a woman wk» paid 
th^rn a Ud^di&r es^ haH, otibers to< ttu^ 
p^ iot ^ ne^hhousin^ traitmr^ — aU xe- 
jqiemflHiill thoy weifr abte to eanif ^omr* 

^*^C JL. gMk. UlHte tk dfat^ 

tiaa8> and with the assiilaiuae of Sister 
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Frances, completed making, washing, and 
ironing, half a dozen Httle caps, to supply 
a baby-linen warehouse. At the end of the 
day, when the sum of the produce of their 
labours was added together, they were sur- 
prised to fiftd, tha^ iBfitead dT aae, they 
coidd purchase two furnaces. They re« 
eeived aaod e&joy^d the rewaiod of tfaeir 
UB3ted i&iHfitry. The soccesa of their &a| 
^orts waa fibned m thiai m^aovy i &s thejjf 
wetevatjf? hajij^y roaatiBg the ehemits, anA 
they Yf&e ^ ^Sistev Frances inehwrve^ 
UBauixnoiia in ^^cm, thiit mor ehesnufti 
trcv wwe so goodi or so weU roasted* 
l^er Fia»Bes always partook in their little 
UKMe^irt asnusesfteftts:; aadit washer.grcaA 
dd%bt ti» he the dsspenser of xewaffida,^ 
yMik at oflbce c&BierteA present ^leasii]ie» 
Mtd ^esished fWture vktue. 
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. " To virtue wake the pulses of the heart. 
And bid the tear ot emulatioD start/' 

ROOEILS. 

ViCTOiRB, who gave ooBStant exercise to 
the henevolent feelings of the amiable nun, 
became every day more dear to her. Far 
from having the selfishness of a favourite, 
Victoire loved to bring into public notice 
the good actions of her companions. ** Stoop 
down your ear to me, Sister Frances,'' said 
she, ** and I will tell you a secret>— I will 
tell you why my friend Annette is growifig 
so thin — ^I found it out this morning-^she 
does not eat above half her soup every day. 
Look, there's her porringer covered t^ n 
the comer — she carries it home to her mo- 
ther, who is sick, and who has not bread to 
cat" 

Madaipae de Fleury came in, whilst Sister 
Frances was yet bending down to hear this 
cecret ; it was repeated to her ; and she im« 
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medially ^ered, that a certain ano^ba: 
of bread shduld be giv^i to Annette eTery 
day to cany to her mother diuing ber iltness. : 

^^ I give it in charge to you, Vichnrc, to: 
remember this, and I am sure it mQ never, 
be finrgotten. - Here is an order for you upon 
my baker : run and show it to Annette. 
This is a pleasure you deserve ; I am glad 
that you have chosen for your friend a girl 
who is so good a daughter. Good daughtera 
make good friends." 

By similar instances of goodness Victcnre 
obtained the love and confidence bf her com- 
panions, notwithstanding her manifest su-*. 
pmcmty. In their turn, they were estgGt. 
to proclaim' her merits ; and as sister Franees^ 
and Madame de Fleury administered jus^; 
tice with invariable impartiality, the hato*^ 
fid passions of envy and jealousy were nev^: 
exd.tedin this little society. No servile 
sycophant, no malidous detractor, cotild rob 
or defiraud their little virtues of thdr due. 
reward. . .1* - 

^ '' Whom shall I trust to take tl^h;o Ma>» 
dame de Fleury ? " said Sister France^ ^ir^ic 



Tpatg nito t&e gudaai wbne Ibe ehiMiBn 
1IPBD0 pk^n^ a pot rf Am jifml i, nMck 
she ktd fafou^t fbomlier eongratt.^ — ^Tfane 
ai^ tile fiisf ymqy& 1 hmm sees itos y^ar, 
aDd finer I memt bdbeU !-~WIi0m shdl I 
ftmitetalDellKiiite Madame lAe IlMFjr 
tiis eT«idiig^?-^Jt. VBHst be aome GEoe ^vkor 
mtt Bafc stop tor stece about a&tk wajr^bni 
i%o wiE be verj, inoy caatdui: — soaae ime 
at iBiriboBi I cam place pnfect dGfeade]ia&'^ 
** It must be Victoire. 



^ Ye4 Ae dkacivia it tiUt aiy p a ati eidai^'^ 
aokL Anaette es^eiiy^ *< beeaose fll» waa B^ 
aiagry with Bdbet, tiben Ae dul ivfaai icmi 
^BKiiigb t(t pat aivf body^ in a.pa8n0B. Sttter 
¥^»bcca, y^ ka^w this eheny^4ife^ wUUk 
yM grafted l&t Vietoire ksi ji^i^ sak that 
Has yestevday sa fidl of bieawMB^'aaar jas 
80% di^^ is aot a Wtoegam Irft N- >Bdhet 
j^bcked tha» dt tb]» meismg t» laaka: a 



'^ BiAhe did not know,^ said Victaia^ 
'« l^at inSteB^ aff Aur Ubssoma wcmldpre* 
ve»fc p^ landing say diemes.'^ 
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^Oylsm rmy tuny I was to hoJoA^*^ 
said Babet ; ^ Vidmre did not evmi my » 
cnMB wDid to me.'* 

^ Tkoogh ihe was ezcemvely aiudoiir 
about tlie ciiezriei^'' puiraed Aanette, ^^ bo* 
cause she iBtMided to hare given tbe §Mt 
she had to Madame de Fleuiy." 

** Victoire, take the jonquils — it is but 
jiBt^ said Sbter FnmoBiu ^How I do love 
to hear them aU ptaise her!— -I know wfadL 
ahe woidd be firom the &rst." 

Witii a joyM heart Vicfcoiie took de 
jonqtdls, ftomked to carrj them with 1k» 
utmost eaie^ and nok to stop to staie on tibe 
wagr. Skkt set oiit to Madame do Flemry'ft 
hokc^ which waa in La Plaee dt Zou». 
Quinzcn It was hto ra Ihe evenii^ thia 
lamps iftrth^aimg, aadas Vietoixe crossed 
the Pont de Louis Seiae^ she stofqped to look 
dk the refleetion of the hunpa in the watav 
whidb anieared in sueeessiooi, as they wove 
li^^tedy spreading as if bjr.magie sioog the 
mcK. Whale Vktoice leaned over the babi> 
tlements of the htidge^ watehii^ the lisiakgr 
of these stars of ice, a sudden pmh fiooa the 
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dbow of some rude passenger precipitated 
herpot of jonquils into the Seine. The sound 
it made in the water was. thunder to the 
ear of Victoire; she stood .for/an . instant 
vainly ^hoping it would rise again, r. but the 

uraters hid closed over it for ever. . 

. . • •• •- - 

'<-Dans cet ^tat affreux, que faire } - 

• , ^ Mon devoir.'' ^* 

^ ....... 

Victoire courageously proceeded to Ma-* 
daine de Fleury^s, and desired to see hen 

** D'ahord c'est impossible — ^Madame is 
dressing to go to a concert ; ^ said Francois. 
•*-** Cannot you leave your message? '' 
■■■■'^ *^Ono,* said Victoire ; "it is of great 
consequence— I must see her myseJf ; and 
£3ie is so good, and you too, Monsieur 
Fra^9ois, that I am sure you will not reftise." 
'. " Well, I remember one day you found the 
Mai of my watch, which I dropped at your 
scbooLroom door— one good turn deserves 
another. If it is possible, it shall be done— 
I will inquire of Madame*s woman."—" Fol- 
low ine up stairi^," said he, returning in a 
few minutes ; " Madame will see you," 
' She followed him up the large staircase, 
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and tlirough a suite of apartments suffid- 
ently grand to intimidate her young imagi^ 
nation. 

^' Madame est dans son cabinet.— Enties 
— ^mais entrez donc^ entrez toujours.'* 

Madame de Fleury was more riddy 
dressed than usual ; and her image was re- 
flected in the large looking-glass, so that at 
the first moment Victoire thoi^ht she saw 
many fine ladies, but not one of them tl|0 
lady she wanted. 

<< Wdl, Victoire, my child, what is the 
matter?** 

** O, it is her voice ! — ^I know you now, 
Madame, and I am not afraid— not afiraid 
eveii to tell you how foolish I have been« 
Sister Frances trusted me to carry for you^ 
Madame, a beautiful pot of jonquils, and 
she desired me not to stop on the way to 
stare ; but I did stop to look at the lamps 
on the bridge, and I forgot the jonquils, and 
somebody brushed by me, and threw them 
into the river — ^and I am vexj sorry I waa 
so foolish." 

^ And I am very glad that you a|» so 
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4rilte as «o tdl tibe truth, mtfamt arUieii|ik 
iog to make any palfay eiQCDcel6j*->O0 ham 
• to Sister Frances, and assure her, that I am 
aaste obliged to faer fin-making yottsu^ an 
honest giil, tibfcn I amid be for a ^vbolle bed 
t^jcmquik.'' 

- Vktobs'a heart was tso fuil, thst siie 
Midi not i^peak — she kksed Madaine ik 
{leury'fi hand in sii^ce, aaid J^teft seemed 
to be lost in contemplation of her braoekt 

" Are you thinking, Victoire, that yw 
should he much happier, if you had sach 
bracelets as these ? — ^Believe me, ymi att 
mistaken if you think so; many peo|i{e are 
li^appy, i^ho wear fine brldsleta; so, my 
diild, ooatent yoursdfl" ' ^ 
/ .^^ Myself! O madam, i^m mjtlStasiksog 
hf myself, I was not wifiAaAg £ir bixieelets^ 
isvfUB only thinking that. • .'^ ... 
: ^*Th*twhat?^* 

^ That it is a pity you aace soTcfy rich; 
|rou havie every dung in this wndd that JM 
vmnt, and I can nev^t bb of the least naeio 
^oi^f—all my life I shall never be ahfe to do 
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3100 my gO0d~«id wtut,*" aU VictoioB^ 
ianmg awrayte JUble lier teatt^ ^fdMt M|y- 
infieB the gratdtiide ^rf sudbafvdt £tde emi- 
ta« «i I Jflot? " 

<< Did TDU aemr keor die fable ef ike 
lion and tiie monae^ Viotoire?'' 

« No, madam — ^never ! " 

" Then I will tell it to you." 

Victoire looked up with eyes of eager ex- 
pectation — Fran9ois opened the door to an- 
nounce, that the Marquis de M and 

the Comte de S were in the saloon ; 

hut Madame de Fleury staid to tell Vic- 
toire her fahler— she would not lose the op- 
portunity of making an impression upon 
this child's tteart. 

It is whilst thie mind is warm, that the 
deepest impressions can he made. Seizing 
the happy moment sometimes decides the 
character and the fate of a child. In this 
respect what advantages have the rich and 
great in educating the children of the pool"! 
they have the power which their rank, acid 
all its decorations, ohtain over the ia^^i^ 
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tion. Their smiles are fssvims, their works 
-Bxe listened to as oracular^ they are looked 
•up to as hAags of a superior order. Their 
powers of working good are almost as great, 
though not quite so wonderful^ as those for« 
merly attributed ^ to benefierat £Eiirie& A. 
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'< KnamMge for them unlocks her v$^ Mge, 
^^ni nrtiie blosioss for a better age.*^ Bji&BAXTti>. 

A FBW d«j8 after Madame ^ Fleorj had 
told Vktoite the fafaie of the lion and the 
iwmfl^ flhe waa informed by lister Francef, 
tEat Vlcteire had put the fable i»to yerse. 
It waa wonderfiilly well done t&t a dnld of 
ame yean old, aad Madame de Fleury was 
ta&pted to praise the lines ; but, cheeking 
the entiliQsiasm of the moment, she consi* 
dered whether it would be advantageous to 
cidtlTate her pupiTs talents for poetry. Ex- 
cellence in the poetic art cannot be obtaiiied 
without a degree of application for which 'a 
^1 in her situation could not have leisure. 
To encourage her to become a mere rhymiiig 
scribUer, without aery chance of oibtainii^ 
celebrity ix securing subsistence, w^d be 
^lly and cruelty. — ^Early prodigies, in the 
lower ranks of life, are seldom perman^E^y 
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successful ; they are cried up ijfm day» and 
cried down the next. Their produetioiis 
raxely have that superiority, which secures a 
£ur preference in the great literary maiiket 
Their^performauces are, perhaps, said to be 

^^'^JWond^rfuU oil things considered, %c. 
Charitable allowances are made ; ihe books 
4iire purchased by associations of ^xMQplaiifmt 
firiends or opulent patrons ; a kind of forced 
demand is raised, but this can be only teia- 
pora^ and delusive. In spite of bousOes 
and of . 9)1 the arts of protection, nothing 
but what is intrinsiqally gqod will long be 
preferred, when it must be pwchased. Bat 
panting that positive excellence is attained, 
th^e is always danger, that for woiks i£ 
fancy the taste of the public may suddeaaly 
vary ; there is a fashion in these things; 
and when the mode changefi^ the mere 
Hterary manufacturer is thrown out of em* 
ployment ; he is unable to turn his hand to 
another trade, or to any but his owa pecu- 
liar branch of the business. The pow^es of 
the mind are often partially cultivated in 
Aese self-taught geniuses. We oftoo- see, 
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tint, one part of their underrtanding is ium« 
mboi to ib^ pvejudioe of the rest-^the iauk 
guialion^ for instance, at the expense of the 
judgement; so that, whilst they hare. ai^ 
quired talents tx show, they hare none for 
use. In the aflbirs of eominon life, they 
are utterly ignorant and imbec]le^--or worse 
thaa imhecile. Early called into puhlic no^ 
tiee, prohi^ly before their moral habits are 
' fomied, they are extolled for some play of 
foocy ot of wit, as Bacon calls it, Bomejug^ 
gler^s trkk of the intellect ; immediately 
they take an aversion to plodding labour^ 
they feel raised above their situation ; pe$^ 
sessed by ^e notion that genius exempts 
ihem, not only from labour, but from vulgar 
rules of prudence, they soon disgrace them« 
selves by their conduct, are deserted by their 
patrons, and sink into despair, or plunge 
into pxoffigaqr*. 

G>nvinced of these melancholy truths^ 
Madame .de Bleury was determined not 
to add to the number of those imprudent 
or ostentatious patnmia^ who saerifk^ to their 

* Tq tbete observadons tb«re are fionourabla exoeptiowk 
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0«m MnwniiMt and rwaiHf \he tatvat faqfk 
fgMMOf^liar&roiiriiMi VicUir^ttaBM 
weK Aot haM about in finfakmaUe cir- 
dbi, not vmi lAe caOel iqKm to natik 
iShea, bc£»e s brilliaBt aufi«oe^ aor w» 
1^ proSiiccd in paBlic as n Fn>£gy ; ^ 
wwcdwAted ki prii^aley and iy Aom aad 
flore dcgteei^ to be & good, usclid, and 1^ 
pf i]ieniberofsociet|r. UpostbeaamepmH 
'^le» ^vineb decided Madame de Mearf 
a^ioat. eBQOturagmg Vktdif e to be a poefc* 
ipiSy glie tiefiramed fimn givia^ asy of faJEX 
li^tie pi^flk aeeoB^]isliiiw»tS'«iffu tid 
tM^ ' ifltoatioii. Soaoie bad arise ear.lbr 
lAUi^ etbets showied pcyw^ei^ d^ dan^g^^ 
b«it 4li^ ^1^ faugbt bfeilbef. dafieing' ficor 
xfttisJihe — ^takfitd, wbicb m ^k station weve 
!m<mH&ely tobedangc^nmstbati demceajble; 
They werenot intendedlbracbrdMea^oroptta^ 
girls, but for shop-girls, -msilttia-iiirtkcw, 
9«iotk-tvottien, at^^ervanii of diffnfeiat sorts. 
Cotise^eati^ibey x^r^i^girucl^ in tlniig» 
ii«iik4i t'^i^ld W^niioist 1^ 'nUi^^ 

to yottiig "Women In ^Kik* iMifik' ^ l^V B^ 
fore they were teu yearg ol4 they jcopld do 
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lead soil vrite tpeO, and ihej \9ete nm 
toBBM of die imumflB ndes'of.antlime&I 
Aftesr tins agc^ iheyware pcac&oi ibjr s 
milixi^inMter m dxmwiiig out Wia ncatljr; 
keeping aceoanta^ a&d applyia^ to everf^ 
iaJTisetkeklaievledgeoftfiilMMtie. Smmi 
vne isa^ by a lanndveei to waah, aod^itf 
ftj^ ^fine liiuft andloM; othen were ia# 
rtnictdL hff aneighboiiring trattaar in theas 
eaUbBary wyiitearieif mdi whidi SktorFxail** 
C88 1VB8 toiaefnamtod. In cweelaae^ vtA 
confectionaries she yielded to no &ot ; and 
abesnadelier Mipils as expert as faesaelf. 
Tl».e ^0 w«» .mernied £» ladies* nuudi 
wne irag^t maiitwHBakbai^, aaod liad lt»f 
aans fram Madame de Flenry^a ovm vomaa 
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Amongst her numerous fiiends^ and ae^ 
qmiiitaiideB^ and amaxigBt the dbopfceepers^ 
viiam ahe ma in: ^ habit of employiig^^ 
MFadinin de l^lemr had meana of T^^^g^wtf 
aikd cataUishtng her papib aiiiteUy and 
adyfcwliiggondyt «if this hoth they and their 
pnoenta weseawsDe, ao thatthmBivasaeeB^ 
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itoat and great motile opcmtiag iiwtuiml^ 
to induce them to exert themsdfreB, anjlta 
behave wdL ThisxeaBonaUefai^irfmip^ 
ing the fruits of their. ednortion, find o£fa^ 
ing imsiediately xemoded fiirttbBir gM 
conduct ; tibis peroepition of the Muneini 
between what they are taught and ivhat 
ihey are to beeome> is necessary to ladDi 
young people asaduous; for ?nait of attend^* 
lag to tibese prin<^ple% numyapiesidid erta* 
UishmeBts have failed to piodwe popb 
aasweraUe to the expeetatbos ^wfaidi.Ittii 
been formed of them. 

. Durii^ seven years, tliat Madame de 
Fleury pa»ev««:ed unifimily on the sme 
fdan, only one girl f<Nr£etted h&c pvoteelioa 
4«»a girl of the name of Manon ; die wis 
Victoire's cousin, but totally ludOce her hi 
daracten 

. Wheia vky young; her beautiAd eyea^id 
babr caught the &ney of a nA lady ^ whe 
todc her into l^r family as a tortof hmniile 
tibyfeBowfinrherdnldteD. ShewMt«i|^ 
to dance and to sing^^: ihe soon exedlsd in 
these aoeomplishnents, aad .wasadrnml^ 
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mAftoAooed as & prodigy of tahoitw Tlii 

lady of liie kmsei gdrre hendif great oDedit 

for. hsmag diiocmed, and liaving. brought 

ferwardi sudb geaaitts. Maxum^&moal dia* 

Mcl^ ¥f«a ia the iiiaaa time negle^ la 

lira faouae^ ^ete theie was'E eoiistaiit scoae 

of lmz]7 and dMttpationv die xsiiild had &ek 

.^juent iqppoftmiitias an^ he 

dUbetiest. Foi some timer dbe vnas not deu 

tooled; her^eamning' manners pleased jber 

pationes)^ and servile compliaaoe wi& the 

Jiumouro of the children of the family so- 

coxed their good-will. Eboonraged fay 

*daily petty sueeesees in the avts of deceit, 

Ae heeame a eomplete hypp^mix. Wiih 

eul^ble oe^Ugeoce, her mistreBs ' trusted 

inqpliditLy to ippearanees ; SDdmthoata6> 

.niaarihig wheth^: she was really honest, she 

euffiored her to have free access to unlocked 

dbawers aod TaluaUe calnnets. Sereral ar» 

tielea of dress ^wete missed firofoitiBie to 

ianie; but Manim masagedao artfiiHy, tibot 

Ae M^erted fiN>m herself aU su^[H»a0n. Em- 

.bolddied by this fiital impuiiityy* she at hat 

ulCai^ted deffoodatienr of more iflynt i wwe ^ 
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She pdxkiaed m nfaiiddie saaa£hmrrmm 
dfitoctcxl ill cBiaDQBiiiif cftlie i— Asria mititf 

^iieaided m dogtaoe ; iwtliylMrtanBfini 
nfthemmt ezpresflimis of roaiMse^ dbe soffit 
imsriLedupon tiie weskii0»^i^ the lud^tf 
^dtt boose, as to prfnr«U iipon her to 
ibe la iM B itttan ee ihat mamamed lier d»* 
^omssaL Some maaiim aftervnurds Mmm^ 
yielding that she was thoiongliiy refonu^ 
j^Aitaiaed torn this ladf a teooBuaaidiitifla 
.to Madame de ¥levstfs sdiooL It m un- 
derfill^ tibat people^ wiie ia odier teipecte 
.{ffo&ss and praedte iiitegiity^4»m he s& cdl- 
pably wak^ as to give good dMHtaetan to 
miMe i^rfi0 de not desecve ihe«i* l^kiB 
4BeaiBj ooe Df the front speoiea of fingny. 
Jbapofied upon by tiiis ticaefaeious leowa 
mifiidatiopt Madame deFleacy warned ia- 
to fhe midst ef Ixr iQHooeut yoimg papib 
>mi€f lAo WKight hwm oocniptod thdr iMids 
jneretiy and ineoovmbly. F^tMialrisrs 
-diseoverj xni made in time ef Maaoftli ml 
dfi^ontiau A mere trifle led to the 4a- 
teetitm of her hebita ef ftiiohood, ^ «he 
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emUd Bot do any kind of ;Beedle-w«rk» die 
ms ^mploj^ 19 wis4iag oottw ; abe iris 
A^Ujgen^ and did aiot m ihe course «f 
the week wind the same niunber of ImlLi 46 
her compaaions ; and to eoitceal this, ahe 
pretended that she had deliyered the pv»« 
per nnmb^ to the womant who tsetguhuly 
called at the end of the week £>r the oottott. 
The woman p^:sb3ted in her aeooiuit ; the 
children in theirs : and Manon would not 
retract her assertion. The pocr winnati 
gave up the point ; hut she declared, that 
she would the next time send her brother 
to make up the account, because he was 
sharper than hersdi^ imd would not be 
imposed upon «o easily. The enmiing week 
the brother came, and he proved to be the 
veiy pawnbroker, to whom Manon formerly 
ofiesed the stolen box : he knew her imme- 
diately ; it was in vain that she attempted 
to pu2aJe him, and to persuade him (hat 
she was not the same person. The man 
was dear and firm. Sister Frances qouU 
scarcely be^eve what she heard. Strink 
with horror, the children shrunk baeis from 

1-5 * 
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ManoQ, and istood in silenee. Madame de 

• Ffettry immediately wrotje to the lady who 
- had reeommended this ghrl, an^ inquired 

• into the truth of the pawnbroker's asser- 
'tions. The lady, who had giren Manon a 
*&lse character, cotild not deny the facts, 

;and opuld apblogisre for herself only by say- 
ings that *' she belicTed the girl to be partly 
reformed, and that she hcmed under Ma- 
dame de Fkury's judicious care,* «he would 
' become an amiable an^yrespectable woman." 
Madame de- Fleuw, however^ \lisely 
judg^, that the hazard of corrupting aH her 
pupils should not be incurred for the s%Iit 
diance of correcting one, whose bad hiSbits 
-were of such long standing.* Manon was 
expelled from this happy little commuifity 
,^ — even Sister Frances, the most niild of 
human beings, could never think of the 
■dai^ger to which they had been Exposed, 
.without expressing indignation against the 
lady who recommended such a giri as a fit 
companion fcnr her blameless and beloved 
pi]^ls. 
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» '^ Alas I regardless of their doom; 
' The little victims play : 
]So sense kave tbej of ills to eomfi. 
No care beyond to-day." . Ghat. 

CrOOB legislators always attend to the 

hal^ts, and what is called the genius, of the 

people they have to govern. From yotith 

to age, the taste for whatever is called une 

/He pervades the whole French nation. 

Madame de Fleury availed herself judi- 

-ciouslyof this powerful motive, and con- 

iied;ed it with the feelings of affection more 

than with the passion for show. For in- 

stance, when any of her little people had 

done any thing particularly worthy of re» 

ward, she gave them leave to invite their 

parents to sl/SIc prepared for them by their 

chOdren, assisted by the kindness of Sister 

'Frances. 

One day — ^it was a holiday obtained by 
Victoire's good conduct — all the dbildren^ 
prepared in their garden a Iiitle-'feast for 
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their parents. Sister Frances spread tbe 
table with a bountifiil hand^ the haj^ 
fathers and xnothers imce iftited upon by 
their children, and each in their turn beatd 
with ddi^ from the b enev ofent nun some 
instance of their dai^bter's hgaijftwem&^t. 
FuH o£ hope for the future, and of gratis 
todefof thepast^ these honest peefplc^ ate 
aad talked, whilst in imagtaatien thqr aair 
tiieir children all prosperoudy and vutsSol^ 
settled in tlie wiNcUL They Uessed Madane 
de Fleury in her absence and they wished 
ardently for her presence. 

** Tl^ sun is setting! and Madame de 
Fleury is not yet come,'" cried Victoire; ^idie 
aaid she would behefe<biseve&iag<-*Wkat 
can be the matter ? ^ 

'^Nothing is tbe matta*, yon maybe sim^** 
Mid Babet, ^'but that she has foi;gotten us 
^---^ has so many tbis^ to think o£" 

^ Yes ; but 1 kn^ she ^e^a: foxgels i%'' 
said Victoire ; " and she loves so much to 
see us all baj^y together, that J am aare it 
mufiA be something vay extmmrdinary tfalft 
detains her.*' 
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Biibei Imghai^aA Vidmte's &m:Ut 
fKWortlj erea «lie bc^ui to glow impa<^^ 
:fiir Alicgr iniied kng afiier «iiil«iet» «»* 
jpeetii^ eray DMomt that Mriawr de 
flewjimiUncnre* At Istt jshd Ej^peunid^ 
IniI mik s deJMted ewnitenim^ viiycil 
9umti to justify Vi«tom'A iiBvelppdJV^ 
When dbe smr tius festive compaiif, «idk 
4Jifld fittiiig iMfciveeii lier pirnto^ md sU it 
heraitnMe lookng up ynih ^(ftgtkwto 
flsafwe, a £ttnt smile enliyeaed her tMn^ 



teiwncg Ibr a moment; but she cBd not 
speak to them with her usiuii erne. Her 
mwd seemed {ire-oceupied hjr smite dMk 
;^preeihfe huoness of importmiee* It sfi^ 
pewted, that it had seme oonneximi wA 
diem ; lor as she walked louad the taUe 
witii Sister FraDees^ she smd with a Yoie^ 
and look of gieat tendexness—* . 

*^Poor diilebeal how ha]^ thejr are at 
this Biomeat !•— fieavraooly kaows how isosft 
thejr may he leadered, or may,reiider theal^ 
sdv^s, mJseaaUe !" 

Hone of tfaet^hildren oou2d tnu^ne what 
thismeattt; bat thmr pari*its guessed that 
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It had some allusion to tlie state of piMc 
toffaiirs. About this time someof those dis- 
^ontefitshad broken out, i/i^hidb pieoeded 
tile teniUie days of the revolution. As yet| 
most of the comtnou people, who wexe ho- 
liestly employed in earning thdr own living, 
Hdither understood what was going on, Bor 
Ibresaw what was to haj^pen;^ :Many of 
4iieir sup^ors were not in sodi happy %&o* 
Mnee — ^they had information of the intr^giies 
that were forming ; and the more penetnip 
tion they possessed, the more they feared 
the consequences of causes, which they 
Hsould not controul.— At the hoi£se of a great 
-man, mth whom she had dined this day, 
Madame de Fleury had heard akraiiiig 
news. Dreadfitl puMic distorbances, she 
saw, were inevitable; and whilst she tiem* 
bled for the fate of all who were dear to 
^r, these poor children had a share in her 
anxiety. She foresaw the temptations, the 
dangers, to which they must be exposed, 
whether they abandoned, or whether they 
abided by, the principles their i^ueation 
had instilled. She feared that the hhoast 
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of years woidd perhaps be lost in an instant, 
or that her innocent pupils would fall vic- 
tims even to their virtues. 

Many of these young people were now of 
an age to imderstand and to govern them« 
selves by reason : and with these she deter- 
mined to use those preventive measures 
which reason affords. Without meddUnj^ 
with politics, in which no amiable or sensible 
woma n can w^sh j;q interfere, the influence 
t>f ladies in the higher ranks of life may 
always be exerted with perfect propriity^ 
and with essential advantage to the public^ 
in conciliating the inferior classes of society, 
explaining to them their duties and their 
interests, impressing upon the minds of the 
children of the poor sentiments of just su« 
faordination and honest independenccr* 
How happy would it have been for France, 
if women of fortune and abilities had always 
exerted their talents and activity in this 
manner, instead of wasting their powers in 
iutile declamations, or in the intrigues of 
party ! 
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CHAPTER VilJ. 

' MJB'eAMWtlied^tfaiMittiklngpn, 

Aad b^ Ihe iNMinwi of dflstmctaon (bfte." 

€rOSA»KITB. 

j^Qinted in her pupils. Wliea tliie pnUic 
disturbances hegEOXp these ehildr^ weJ» 
shocked by the horrible actions they cmr. 
Instead of being seduped by bad exampk; 
thef only idiowed anxiety to ^vind oom- 
panions of th^ own age, who were di». 
lionest) idle^ or profligate. V ietcdre's cousm 
Hanon ridiculed these a£«tin/ principles, as 
she called them : and endeavouied to per* 
suade Victoive that she would be much hap* 
pier if she followed the foMon. 

^^ What ! Vifitoire, still wUh your w<nk«- 
b^ on your arm, and still going to achodi 
with your Uttle sister, thoqgh you are but 
a year younger than I am, I believe !r-4Jb]fr* 
teen last birth-day, were not you ?--^nMoiii 
Bieu ! Why how long do you intend <fo be 
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adbald? ad vliy don't yim leave that old 
smiy 1H10 luepi yoain kading^ctringB ?«-4* 
I assure you, nuns, and vAooLmj^xemu^ 
and adioolB, aad all thatwrt gf ting are 
out of fiiisluon now — we have abaiadiod all 
that ■■'"'T»e am to ttve a li&4s£ reami now*-* 
aadall awRto hee^pnl, I oentdttyoib; let 
yariv Madmnedc Haury loek to that, and 
look to it yoaseifv Gm mik all your ina* 
dfaaa, youvEiightiiHlysoiBriBlf a the wJiiig 
boKbygtickiiigtolMc, and that lido a£ Aq 
qqertiea.***'IHanigage yoatrsdf Aom hets i 
adiriee yoBp as aoob as yon caa.*^lfy deat 
Vkteioel heiteve we, you may spell ipery 
wdl^^ut you Imov nothing of llie rightf 
ofsHn* arthoiidits<tfwomaa.''v^ . j 

^I do Mtpietttid to knonr any^ Amg of 
iiie iiglrf» of inai^ or ll]e rights of woOa«%^ 
ctied Vietoiio; ""hvt diisl iaMsw, thatl 
twrer cen «: ffiU ho VBgraftofiil to MjJAwif 
do Flemy.^^l)iaaigiigemyaelf firoosherWif 
I asn bomidto her dfiar eMr» aadi iriDohid* 
hy kr tiU the last hoair I heeAtl^.** 

^WoH^nidti thoD^is no oocsdesi to iio 
in a passion — I only tpeak as a foaiid, osmI 
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I liave nomote time to leason with you ; tat 
I mvit goliome, andgetTeadymy diess iot 
tlieballto-iiig&t.'' 

^ "^ Munotk^ how CAD you afibid to bUy t 
afccffftraball?'* 

- ^ As you might, if ymi had coimmi 
iehse^ Vicfoira-i^^ttly by beii^ a g€od citizen. 
I and a party of us denounced a miOiaer 
and a oonfeetBOner itt our nagfaboiBliood, 
IPdio wete homUe aristoewts ; andof Adr 
goods £»feitedto tibe wdiou ure had^ as was 
•or jQst siwe, sudi dolkious marangksi 
and duumiag ribbands !-->OViet(m:e! bo* 
liem me, you will neverget sudi ihui^ by 
§oiag to sdio^ ot saying your piayen 
dtiber. You any look with as much seam 
imd mfignatian as you please^ but I advise 
ym to let it alone, for all that is out of 
iishion, and nlay moieoirer bring you into 
difficulties. Bdteve me, my doar Victoite ! 
your head is not deep enough to understand 
^ese things— -you know nothing of polities.* 
^* But I know tibte dillbraioe between 
v^it and wrong, Manon : pofities oail 
alter that, youkaow^" 
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^ Nei^ev alter that ! — thei^ you we qi«t6 
mistaken,'' aaid Maneii: '* I eumotgtay to 
convince you now—- but this. I can t^}l ybil^ 
that I know Bccxtts that yoatdou'tauapect^ 
^^ I do not ynfAk to know aviy^f your seiu 
erets^ Manou/* said Victc&re proudly. 

^^ Your pride may be httmbled» Citoyeunii 
Vietoire, soofier than you expee^*^ ex- 
ciaimed Manon^ who was now so provoked 
by her 6m4n*s oontempt, tiiat she eould 
not i^^rain fi?om boasting of her poUtieal 
|jiowle%e. ^' I ean tdl you» tfa^t your fine 
fiiends will in a few days not be able to 
protect yon. The Abb^ Tracassier is in 
•love with a dear friend of mine^ and I know 
nD the secrets ^ state from her*-and I 
know what I know. Be ^as^.incrednkHU at 
you please^ but you will see, that befeie 
this week i» at an end, Moniieur de Fkiiry 
wi&be guillotined, and then what will be* 
come of you? Good, morning, my projt 
cousin*" ' ^'^' 

Shocked by what she had ju$t heaid^ Vie* 
4ou8 ooiddsoatoely beiieve that Mimon wte 
in emo^t; she resolved^ however/ td ipo 
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0eiu)c^ whethet trciear&]0e» toMadttiiede 
Jfeuiy/ It agi«ed but iM well witli etfaer 
iCTWWfititifw^ which f if M ^^1 1 ^ tJui lady fiy 
ifaenfirtiy of Jber hoabmdL A iPMt 0f liis 
abiUti^lttkfntiy* aiid &rtitO£^ eoidd wt 
ib 611^ tunes jbope to fwoi^ fp^wcation. 
lie w« uftdinfd to bnife tib da^gitt; l^tA 
iiis kdy rq^iirefteiitedt thai ji vpMU'iMi be 
iPtHiiiago^ but nusbnew wd felly* ta sMrifiee 
fcia life to ibe villaajr i^4tbei:8» wil^mit pr^ 
l«*ility(Hr,»W«lri%ofieivi^ 
iQrbis&U. 

* M. de Fleury, jb cosaB^enee of ^um 
Isei^esentfttioQ^ apd of Vktrnt's lattdK* 

«pty aie&t dny pl0card$ weie.piut uf in 
mfsxf st»e^ offi^i^is a l^<^ £>r the bead of 
C$toy«^ Jli^tfyr snsp^ted pf titomme: 
. ^SH^^ «itb t€9Tc^ aod atlmli^^ 
4^;n^(^ tbeae iM0aari2ii tbe diiUnm 
lead them as they returned in the c y ea i ng 
.^ayiv««lM«l;:itifd£ttle Baibat lA the tehe- 
mtfo^ <Qf hex {ii4igiiMfcioa;aMuitiBd • laap- 
l^^ljfer's ;U«IM Had torn 4«wik oae of tiie 
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popert. Tbm iaiprttdesfe ietiiui Sd mat 

pus uoobiervfd : itwatsenlyaDeof die 

spiet of CStojen Ti a c w B tov ,a nmi iAki^ 

under the pietenee if leal f0W la dmse 

publifttCy gtd&LeA vitfaosk Iscaspk Idg judk 

Tate 2€ieittiiienti and bis maferdiaii pu« 

nooL In hit fi>niier diafacter of an atib^ 

and a mmof ivit^ be had gained admtU 

tanoe into Madame de Fleitr^s aode^ 

llieze he attempted to dictate both as a 

Utenrf and tAffom dopot. AeGidenta%* 

discxnrernig that Madame de Flemy hada 

little <dio<d ftr poor ehildreny be thought 

proper tabe offinded^ becaose he had not' 

been eoDscdted re q iccti i i g tiie regulationfl^ 

and bocaase iie tvas not permitted, as be 

sai^ to take the charge of this little floekJ 

He made many objections to l^er Fcaocei^ 

aa being an improper person to have the 

qnritual guidance of these young peQ^le\ 

but as he was unable to give any jnstreaaoir 

finr.his didifce> Madame de Fleuiy persisted 

in her chcncey and was at blat^ ol^gdi to 

asisert/ in opposition to the domineetii^ 

abb^ her xij^t to Judge and decide in bat 
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dwfi aSnrs. ' Witik ieeming pblifenessy he 
be^ed ten tfiioiisand pardons for lus oon- 
acientious interjferenoe* No moire was ^dd 
vpm die fmlgect ; and as he did no6 t<ytall7 
mdidraw from her wKdefytiH therevolu- 
tionrbtoke out, tahe £d not sttspect tli^ she 
liad any tMng to fear from his f esentmeni 
ICs manners and opfaiions dianged sud- 
denly ^th the times ; the inask of rdi^ 
was thrown off; and now^ instead of ob- 
jecting to filter Frances as not hdng suffi- 
dently strict ai^ orthodox in her tenets, he 
boldly dedared, that a nnn w^ not a fit 
person to be intrusted with the education 
of any of the young dtizens-^ihey should 
>11 be des eihves de la patrk. Thm ahbe, 
l^rfboine 9. inanWr of the Oommitfee of Pub- 
^ lie Safety, denounced Madame de Fieury, 
in the strange jargon of the day, n&'^Uhc 
fosterer of a swarm of bad pitizens, wA(? 
were nourished in the^ ariticivic pre;u£ces 
de Tancien r^gime,^ ar^ fostered in the 
most detestable st^rstitions, in defiance 
of the law.^ He further observed^ that he 
bad good reason to believe, that some of 
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these little enemies to the constitution had 
contrived and abetted M. de fleury's escape. 
Of their having rejoiced at it in a inost in^ 
decent manner he said he could produce 
irrefragable proof. The boy who saw Babet 
tear down the placard was produced, and 
solemnly examined; and the thoughtless 
action of this poor little girl was construed 
into a state crime of the most horrible na- 
ture. In a declamatory tone, Tracassier 
reminded his feUow^izens, that in the 
andent Grecian times of virtuous republic- 
canism (times of which France ought to 
show herself emulous), an Athenian child 
was condemned to death for having made a 
play tiling of a fragment of the gilding that 
had fallen from. a public statue. The 
orator^ for the reward of his eloquence, oh* 
tained an order to seize every thing in Msh 
damede Fleiury's school-house^ and to throw 
the nun into prison. 
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CHAPTER DL 



m^utm will nud bomUe^d ymi^ 

Safe from the Sam assault of hostile rage?— 

Such mu* can Virtae irage?** 



At 13ic very moment ^vlien Ibis order was 
going to be jrat in execntion^ Madame it 
fleury was sittii^ in the midst of the 
(MldTen, listening to Babct, wbo was lead* 
Ing iEsop's feble of tke old man and kis 
sons. Whilst her aister was reafing, Vic- 
toire collected a number of twigs from llie 
garden : she had just tied them togather; 
iand was going, by Sister Franceses desire, 
to let her companions try if they conid 
break the bundle, when the attention of the 
moral of the fable was interropted by the 
entrance of an oldjvoman, whose connte- 
nance expressed the utmost terrour and 
haste, to tell what she had not breath to 
utter. To Madame de Fleury she was a 






MADAME D£ FLBUBY. M 

Strainer ; but the duldiren immediatdy 
reeofleeted lia: to be the chtmut weman^ to 
whom Babet had some years ago l|ptorei 
certain purloined ebe^mts. 

^t Ply j»> g^i^ gjjg^ the moment she 

breath to speak : " Fly !— they are coml 
te seize every thing here — carry off what 
you can— make haste—make haste !— I 
came through a by-street. A man was 
eating chesnuts at my stall, and I saw him 
sliow one that was with him the order from 
Citoyen Tracassier. — They^ll be here in five 
ndnutes — quick ! — quick ! — You in parti- 
cular/' continued shcj turning to the nun, 
" ebe youll be in prison.** 

At these words, the children, who had 
clung round Sister Frances, loosed their 
hold, exclaiming, "Go! go quick : but 
where ? where ? we will go with her." 

" No, no !" said Madame de Fleury, " she 
shall eome home with me — my carriage is 
at the door.** 

•♦Ma belle dame!'* cried the chesnut 
woman, "your house is the worst place she 
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can go to-— let her come to my cellar^-the 
poorest cellar in these days is safer tiian the 
grandest -palsme'* 

So saying, she seized-the nu& with bo- 
nest roughness, and hurried her away. As 
soon as she was gone, the children ran dif- 
ferent ways, each to collect s<»ne favourite 
thing) which they thought they could not 
leave behind. Victoire alone stood mo- 
tionless beside Madame de Fleury; her 
whole thoughts absorbed by the fear that 
her benefactress would be imprisoned. — 
^* O madame ! dear, dear Madame de Fleury, 
don't stay ! don't stay ! " 

" O children, never tnind these things.'' 

" Don't stay, madame, don't stay ! I will 
stay with them — I will stay — -ido you go." 

The children hearing these words, and 
recollecting Madame de Fleiiry's danger, 
abandoned all their little property, and in-^ 
stantly obeyed her Orders to go home to 
their paren ts. Victoire at last saw Madame 
de Fleury safe in her carriage. ^The coach- 
man drove off at. a ^eat rate ; and a few 
mmutes afterwards Tracassier's myrmidons 
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^mv^ at the sehod-house* Great wasr 
tfaar surprise, wiien they finind only the: 
poor children's little hooks, unftniahed^ 
samplers,, atul half^hemmed handkerchiefs. 
They ran into the garden, to .search for thei 
nun. They were men of hrutal hahits ; yet 
as they looked at every thing round them, 
which hespoke peace, innocence, and childish 
happiness, they could not help thinking it 
was a pity to destroy what could do the na- 
tion no great harm after all. Tj^y were 
even glad that the nun had made her es- 
cape, since they were not answerable for it ; 
and they returned to their employer, satis- 
fied for once without doing any mischief: 
but Citizen Tracassier was of too vindictive 
a temper to suffer the objects of his hatred 
thus to elude his vengeance. The next 
day Madame de Fleury was summoned be- 
fl*re his tribunal, and ordered to give up the 
nun, against whom, as a suspected person, a 
decree of the law had been obtained. 

Madame'' iSe Fleury refused to betray the 
innocent woman : the gentle firmness of 
this lady's answers to a brutal interrogatory 
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imtemied inflokMe; die wtt pranmmtei 
ft refiaetoiy aristoerat^ dangcamui tojthe 
state ; 4xid an (vdcr i«w made out to seal 1^ 
ber effeets, and to keep btf & |iiiMB£r in 
her own IioMe» 
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CHAFTER/X. 

9^ AHai 1 Iblt oft M Oaik'i yifltomut ou^ 
Tbp spoils -of virtue are in triumph borne, 

' Wh9e die Ms ctptive, narkM wkh muj a tear. 
In lone obaonrity, oppress'dy fbiloRiy 
Rengtas to tears her angel form*'* Beattie. 

▲ PILOSE prunner in her own faome^ 
Ikfadame de Flenry w» sflw goafded liy 
men luddbnly become Hddien» and flf mug 
fiMSft liie dsegs of the people; mea ef 

nuiro ferodoofi aainds. They seemed to de- 
t^ht la the insdtest diq^ of their Aewly«* 
neqp&ed po^wer. One of these men had 
Ibnmrly been eonvioted of some honiUe 
xsAamt^ and had been sent to thegaUcys irf 
M. do fleiiry. Revenge aetuatod this 
irvetefa under the mask of patriotism, and 
he r^joioed in seenig the idle of the man he 
hfttod a pxisoner in. his custody. Ignonmt 
of the fiMts, his dissociates ^rare ready to 
believe him in the right, and to jon» in the 
senseless cry against all who were tJieir su^ 



^ . firttiae, bictJi, and educatkn;^ 
f*'^^firtuna.t& lady was forbidden all in* 

.attempted to obtain from her jailers in- 

0gence of what was passing mParift 

*'Tu verras — Tout va Weu— Ca ira,"* 

^exe the only answers they deigned to 

make : frequently they continued smoldng 

their pipes in obdurate silence. She ctca- 

pied the back rooms of her house^ bednise 

her guards apprehended that ahe miglit 

ront windows receive ^intelligence 

.friends One moaung she was 

wakened by an unusual noise in the streets ; 
and upon her inquiring the ooeasion iKf it^ 
her guards told her she was weloonie to go 
to the front windows^ and satisfy hes eu* 
xiosity^ She wient» and saw an immense 
crowd of people surrounding la guillotine, 
tibat had been erected the preeeding n^t. 
Madame de Fleury started back with her- 
rottr^-her guards burst into an inhtunan 
bugh, and asked whether her imndsity ^9& 
saitisfied. SHe would have left the mom; 
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tmt it was now the|r pleasure to detain her^ 
and to fonee her to continue the whole day 
in this apartment. When the guillotine 
began its work, they had even the barbarity 
to diag her to the window, repeating—* 

^ It is th^e you ought to be !— It is 
there your husband ought to be ! — You are 
too happy, that your husband is not there 
this moment. — ^But he will be there — the 
law will overtake hun — ^he wiU be there in 
time-^and you too ! " 

The mild fortitude of this innocent be- 
nevolent woman made no impression upon 
tiMse cruel men. When at night they saw 
her kneeling at her prayers, they taunted 
her with gross- and impious mockery; and 
when she sunk to sleep they would wake4 
fa^ by their loud and drunken oigies: if 
the remonstrated, they answered' — 

'* The enemies of the constitution sliould 
hove no rest." 

Madame de Fleiuy was not an enemy to 
my human being ; she had never interfered 
in politics ; her life had beeii passed in do^ 
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mertle jdeaaww^ or emflaydd £nr 4be g^id 
of her fdlow-creat;i»e& fi^^^ti la 1^ bow 
^ personal daiE^por 0he thotiylit of otiiecs 
iBOi^e tkaa of heisdf: gbe thoyght of lief 
husbaad* an €xile in a for^ga cmiatry^ vln 
i&i^it be reduced to likt utmest ditftRss, 
now that ahe was dq^red ^ all JBeaat ^f • 
jretBittk^ him mooey. Sh^ thoi]|^<^ Jier 
fiiends, wbo^ she knew, would ^xsact thcni* 
pelves to obtain her liberty^ luad whafiK^ seal 
in her cause might involve thesi, a&d tbeir 
funilies^ in distresa. She 4&(nQ^ ^ the 
good Sist^ Fraaoes, who had heenexfoaed 
by her means to the tmrel^ting feia^oa* 
tion ci the malignaat and powerful l^a* 
eaasier. She thoi^t of h^ podr littk 
pv^ils, now thfovm upon th^ world witibkmt 
a proteelor. Whilst thele, ide« waae te* 
volving in her Hiiad, o(ne ntghi; aa At lay 
litrakeii ahe heard the diior of hsxi dianiier 
open softly, and a soldier, one of her^goMds^ 
with a light in his hand, enteiped : he «ime 
to the foot of her bed ; and, aa ^ jrtarteil 
up, laid hia iingar upon his lips. 

** Don*t make the least noise/' said he in 
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a whkperi ** those wilhefiit are drunk, and 
ludeepr-^Drn't you know me ?— -Don't yoa 
jretnember ^y face ? TlL^^"" 

'** Not in &e least ; yet I have some te-i 
collection of your voice.** 

The ttuen took off the bonnet-rouge— 
HStili she oould not guesB who he was.— 
^ You never saw me in an uniform before, 
nor mthout a bhudc faoe.** 

I%e looked again, and recollected the. 
aonth« tp whom Maurice was bound appren- 
tice; and renusmb^ed his patois accent. 

^ I remember you," said he, ** at any 
rate; and your goodness to' that poor girl 
the day her arm was broken, and all your 
goodness to Maurice— but I've no time fbr 
tafldng of thais now — get up, wrap this 
great coat round yoU— don't be in a hurry, 
but make no noise, and follow me." 

fiSie followed him ; and he led her past 
the sleeping sentinels, opened a back dtknr 
iatd the garden, hurried her, almost carried 
faer, across Ae garden, to a door at tae 
fiarthest end of it, which opened into Les 
CSiamps Elysies — *^ La voil& ! " cried he, 
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pushing her tfarougli the faalf-opened door. 
.•~'* God be praised!'' answered a ¥^ee 
whicli Madame de Fleury knew to be Vifi- 
.toire's, whose arms were thrown round her 
with a transport of joy 

'' Softly ; she is not safe yet«— wait till 
we get her home, Victoire," said another 
voice, which she knew to be that of Mau- 
rice. He produced a dark lantern, mi 
.guided Madam de Fleury across the Champs 
Elysees, and across the bridge^ and tfaea 
through various by-streets, in perfect si* 
lence^ till they arrived safiely at the hoose 
where Victoire's mother lodged,, and went 
up those very stairs which i^e had aseaiided 
in such different circumstances B&f&Bsi 
years before. The mother, who was sittuag 
up waiting most anxiously for tiie return, of 
her children, clasped her hands in . an 
ecstasy, when she saw them return with 
Madame de Fleury. 

" Welcome, Madame ! Welcome; . deer 
Madame ! but who would have thought of 
seeing you here, in such a way ?-<-^Leii bar 
rest herself — ^let her rest, she is ^te ©v«r- 
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come.-^Here, Miladi,- on this poor bed can 
you deep ? ^ — ** The very same bed you 
laid me upon the day my arm was broken,'^ 
said Victoire. 

^ Ay, Lord bless her ! " said the mother, 
<< and though it's seven good years ago, it 
seelned but yesterday, that I saw her sitting 
on that bed, beside my poor child, looking 
like an angel. But let her rest, let her rest, 
we^H not «ay a word more, only God "bless her ; 
thank Heavett> she's safe with us at last ! " 

Madame de Fleury expressed unwilling* 
nesa to stay with these good people, lest she 
should expose them to danger; but they 
b^ged most earnestly, that she would re*> 
main with thein without scruple. 

" Surely, Madame," said the mother; 
** you must think that we have some re- 
xnembfeance of all you have done for us, and 
some touch of gratitude." — " And surely, 
Madame, you can trust us, I hope," said 
Mauiiee. — " And siu-ely you are not too 
proud, to let us do something for you; 
The lion was not too proud to be served 
by thst^^oor little mouse," said Victoife. 
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^ As to danger for* nuT oonlaiMd j1k» 
^ there can be iione^ £nr Mamee »i 
I ]i«ve contihlA a kifing^laoe &r jm, 
Madame, that can never be found out--^ 
jiieiii eome spying here so afteo ^u^tliey 
pleaae, they will nerer find bear <aLU vH 
^bey, Maurice ?— ^Look, Madame, intertUt 
hmdbeivrooni, yoa isoe it seems to fhe i{tute 
fnU of wood for firing ; imQ, if you enep 
in beUfid, there's a place ^bdnnd wheceyoB 
can lie quitesnng, and Jher^s a trap-door 
into the loft that nobody erer wooM Aink 
of^for we have hat^ these eld things team 
tbe top of it, and who oodld gaeas it was a 
lfap-4oor ! So yon see, dsar Madame, yon 
may sleep in peace heae, and never fearer 

Though but a girl oi fourieen, Victoiie 
tdbowed at this time all the sense and pni^ 
daice of a wc^fum of thirty; ^Gbatitade 
aeemed at once to develope all the iponeis 
4>f har mind. , It was she and Ma«xiee;,vlik 
had pcevailed vgpea the SBtttli to cftot 

house. ^^ .had i jp fc kd , she had fow. 
mm, s)|)|&kd arri^ged ev^ thing; $he 
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bmi «MPedy tet/tcA m^ or dny snoe <be 
Im^iaiaimieiitof'herbmefi^^ and now 
titet her omrtMiit had &lfy sueeeeded, her 
j0y seemod to rabe her aho¥e jdl feeiing of 
ifi^lgiie ; ihe lo(tfl:ed as fieth, and jnered aa 
hnakly, her mMher aaid^ as if di« vaa pre* 
flaring to 90 to A hall. 

^ Ah ! my child," add she, ^yonrooittin 
Mmam, who goes to those haUs every ji^^ 
waajaei^er so happy as you are thn mdmHeJ^ 

But Victoiie's hajqainess was not of long 
ooiri&nuanee; for the next day they wcio 
alatmod hy intelligenoe, that Tracaasier was 
emaged heyond measwe at Madame do 
Flenr/s escape, that aU his wiissaries wra^ 
at wiodc to <dtiseoiw her piseaent faidin^plao^ 
tiiat the houses of dl the parents and rela* 
tiens of her pupils were to he searehedt and 
that the most severe denunciations wms 
iflsited againd; aH hy whom she should he 
harhomed, Maaon was Ae person who 
ga¥e this intelhgenee, hut not ^vyith any bo«i 
neirolent design ; she fiist came to Viotoixo, 
to display her own consequence; and to^ 
tonify her, due I'elated all 9he laiew£?om 
a soldiers w^, who was M. 'iCri&assier's 



asf MADAME D£ FLElTRt. 

mistress. VitUnre hsA suffident eommand 
ova* hersdf to coneeal from the iniiaiflitiYe 
Byes of Manon the agitation of her heart; 
ahe had also the pmdenee not to let any 
one of her companions into her tsecDet, 
4iiough, when she saw thm ^ixiety, she 
was much tempted to relieve them, hy Ae 
assurance that Madame de Fleufy wais in 
safety. All the day was passed in ap- 
prehension.' — Madame de Fleury never 
{paired from her place of conicealmeitit : as 
the evening and the hour <^ the domidliary 
visits approached, Vict.oire and Maurice 
were alarmed by an unforeseen difficulty. 
* Their mother, whose health had been 
teoken by hard woik, in vain endeavoul^ 
to suppress her terrour at the thoughts of 
tiiis domiciliary visit ; she repeated inces- 
santly, that she knew they should all be 
discovered, and that her children would be 
dn^ged to the guillotine before her free. 
She was in^^such a distracted state, ihat 
they diD^ed she would, the moment ^ 
saw the sdUliers,'^xeveal all she kneff. 
If ^y qiieatxo%«n«, I shall net kiMfw 
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ivhot to answer/' cried the terrified woman. 
" What can I say ?— What can I do? '' 

Heasoning, entareaties^ all were vain ; ^ 
was not in a condition to understand, at 
even to listen to, any thing that was said. 
In this situation they ware, when the ddw 
miciliary viritors arriyed-they heard thfe 
noise of the soldiers' feet on the stairs-^the 
poor woman sprang from the arms of her 
chUdren ; but at the moment the door was 
opened, and she saw the glittering of the 
bayonets, she fell at fiill length in a swooft 
on the floor — fortunately before she had 
power to utter a syllable. ' The people of 
the house knew, and said, that she was sul>- * 
ject to fits on any sudden alarm ; so that ^ 
her being affected in this manner did not 
appear surprising. They threw her on a 
bed, whilst they proceeded to search the 
house : her children staid with her ; and, 
wholly occupied in attending to her, they 
were not exposed to the danger of betray- 
ing their anxiety about Madame da^eury. 
They trembled, however, from head'tb^ ib^, 
when they heard one aff the soldiers swear 
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tihst an tlie wMd in the htakef-nmi arat 
be trailed aiit» aaA l^at lie imidd aftfc leaTe 
llie iiaiifle iSX eferj stkk ivbs atoned ; tibe 
wand «f each leg, as it waa t&ramm flirty 
1VM heard by Vietoire : her Inothet tob 
jMm sumaimied to. aasaat How great 
ffte bis tisiveitir, srhea oneof the fleaaed«B 
looked ujp to the tooi, as if expeeiai^ 
JBg to £iid a trap-door ! fbrtaiuitefy^ hs^ 
«¥er» he did not diseov^ it Mannee, idio 
Ijad seiaed'the light, contrived to thxow 'die 
Aad&wi so as to deceive the eye. Tbt 
Kolidiers at length retreirf^d^ and 'mfb, in- 
e3q«esfiible satisfacftion Mannce Ug^rted 
them down stairs, ^and saw them fimly out 
of the house. For isome minutes afi« they 
fvere in safety, the tmified mother, wbo 
had reoova:ed her senses, eouttd scarcdy be- 
lieve diat the danger was oiv^i:* She em- 
braced her children by tuxns m^ wiU 
icansport ; and with tears begged Madme 
de Floury to &ig^ve her oowaidiee, and not 
to attribute it to ingratitude, or to sospeet 
that she hada bad heart 'Sfaefiroteated, that 
she was no^ beeo]|^ so coorageoiiB, since 
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flbe Ibwd that i^ had graie tlunMgh tin 
imSi sueoeMfuUy» and aiiiQe abe waa aute 
thirt iSm liHfi«s4>)ace iwaa rea% aa aaraK% 
tiln^ dbe ahoald b«w¥ be alanaed at imf 
AaiaiaiMarjr viait ia latwe. Madai^e da 
Ilflurf, hcn^evwt did Bot tfaipd( it aitb» 
jwt or o^iedi^t to jutt her veaolictkA ta 
the trifti ^le detenatined ta leaTe PariBj 
aad» if poattUf> ta.^sgike her e8etii>e from 
Fnatoe. Hie naat^-^* of e^ of the Pjnw 
dn%imaBa w$s Woiher to Frao^iik her 
&0ti3(um; he waa aseady to aanat h^ at aU 
hMai4<ij and to 4soar^ her sa^ly to Bois>f 
dewaxg^ if 4)e eptdd diijgiuae l^isetf [^e« 
pifflrjy ; aod if (she co^ ohtain a paas ftoa^ 
aay fiiaod iQid^ » &jgtted m^ . . 

Vieteire — tibe suddTatagaUe Vio^^^-r 
raieeUeeted, that her i^pevd ^neite had t% 
wobA^ whe wasiaearly of Madanusde Fleury'a 
aiae^ who. had juat obtained a pass ia|;a ta 
Bowdeaux to mmt aome of her relatiooa. 
The pass waa ^olhngly ^m liqp jfco JiMdMae 
de.Fktxr|r ; and upm aeadii^ it awrit waa 
Imeid ta<a]iawer talerably wdl^^^lK^^^^^^^^ 
of the eye« and hair at least wo^ da; 
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tbeugh the wordsr un nex gr^s W€te Aot 
precisely descnpti^re ^of this lady's^r An^ 
nette's mother, iivfao had always worn tiie 
priwiBeial dress of Aiivergtie, fumisiied the 
high cornette^ stiff sta}^ boddio^, &c. aad 
Equipped in these, Madame de fleury inras 
so admirably well ^sguisedj that eveii Vie- 
loire dedared slie should scarcely have 
known her. Money, that most neaessary 
passport in all conntriei^ was still wanting: 
its seals had been put upon all Madame de 
$leury% eflS^ts the day ^e had be^n fint 
Imprisoned in her own house, she cotdd not 
save even h^ jewels. - She had, howeveri 
one ring on her finger, of some value. How 
to dispose of it without exciting sui^idon, 
was the difficulty. Bob^ who was resolv* 
tf to* hare her share<>im assisting her beae- 
factress, proposed to carry the iki^ to^ a 
colparteuT'-'^L pedlar, or soit of tra^dlsBg 
jeweller, who had come to lay in a Steele rf 
hardware at Paris : he was rekted to one 
of Madapie de Fknry's little pnpik, and 
really disposed of the ring fimr berr she 
obtained at least two-thirds of ito 
Ti great deid in those times. 
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The proo6 of mtegaty^ atUchment, and 
gratitude, which she cecwved in theae idayB 
of penly fixnn tho$e whom she had obliged 
in . hfer proi^erityv toiiched her geneioiit 
heart so much^ that she has often smee de^ 
eknred, die could not regret . havk^ bent 
redacid to distress* Befin-e she quitted 
Fains she wrote letters to her fiiends, i» 
cemmeading her pv^ils to their protedion ; 
she left these letters in the care of VHtokie^ 
who to the last moment fbllowied herwitft 
ansious aflS^iotiion* She would have IbBowed 
hex beu^etress into exile, bnt that she wn 
pr^YCated by duty aud affeetion from leanria^ 
her mother, who was in dedmii^ hiealfh* . 

Mad^uie de Fleary miccessftilly sob^ 
het escape from Paiis. . Some of the mw 
nieqpal (^cers in the towns tibvou^ which 
she pissed on her road, were as severe at 
thm ignorance would permit in senitiniaiag 
her^ passport. It seldom happened thai 
more than one of these petty committees 
of public safety could read. One usually 
spelled out tife passp<H*t as well as he could, 
whilst the others smoked their pu^es, and 
from lime to time held a light itt^o tiie 



X 



9» 7 MAIULME DE Ft&UKT. 

lady's ian, to exttasM wlietiier ifc igieed 
friA the flciiMijiliiHU 
^Mab tot! ta a'w p» k aez KBip!'' 

ttidMe dPhar fudges to iia>~^ 
«ift aiMSi g»i, et c'est moi qui le dit,* 
neiher* The ifMstMi nas put ti 
tootfef; and theanaa who had asserted 
aweoKtcafyte.tlMeisdeiice ef Im c 

sm»nlM»BBtaM|por^ 

Ait it wasenied ini^iteiif all dlateimU 

fee aaid agaotst It jybdane de flewyms 
infoed te p»eeed on. hee jtaney. flk 
aaarhed JSomieaaac in: tsdMrf • Her liaa' 
iMBid^a: iiknds-^^ ^ood b^Re alirayi 
fiiaaiis ia a dw Ht sily ~ >her badbad^s fiie&ds 
aaerted Aeaasdhres Jbr ller witii the aaost 
amdesitanL She aas soea provided witii 
a eaai ^ef nieboj^ soflhsieat iai her mi)^ort 
ftr asnie time in Eogbad ; atstd lAie aslUiy 
acadied Ihatfree and hi^ppjr €«inftry;/i?ilHcii 
lau beea 1^ fd^ige ef se maay|B«txieos 
exiles. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

** Cosi roz2o (Bamante appeim splmAai . 

Dalla rupe natia quana esce niora » 
£ « yocD a pocD laeldo te rta^ 
Sotto V atteota che lo iavora." 

Madamb D£ Flsuby joined Iter hm* 
hsBoi, idio was in London ; aad theybolli. 
Uved in the oioct retired and frngal manner. 
They had too moeh of the ]iride of inde-^ 
pendenoe to become burtfaensome to their 
geiteronsc English fdi^ids. Notwithstand* 
in^ the Taiiety of diffienlties they hadt«> 
encoimter^ and the number of daily pxi«a«i 
tions to which they were forced to submit^ 
yet they vrere happy — in a tranqoil con* 
sdence, in their mutual affec&m^ and the 
attachment of many poor but grateful friendaj 
A few mo&tii» after she came to Enghmd, 
Madame de Fkury zeeeiyei^ by a privater 
hand, a packet of letters from her litl^ piK 
pils. Each of them, even the youngest^ 
who had but just begun to learn joining-^ 
hand^ would write a few lines in this packet* 
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' In various hands, of various ^es, the 
changes were rung upon these simple words: 
My dear Madame de Fleury, 
I love you — I wish you were here again 
— ^I will be very very good whilst you are 
away — If you stay away ever so long, I sl&aU 
never forget you, nor your goodness— -but 
I hope you wiU soon be able to come back, 
and this is. what I pray for ev^ry n^ht— 
Sister Frances, saysi^ I may tell you ihat I 
am very good, and Victoire thisiks so too " 

- This was the substanee of several of thar 
little letterss. Yi^toire's containesd latber 
more tn&rmal^ion : — 

* 

- ** You will be glad to /wrw, that dear 
Sbter -Frances is safe, and . that the good 
dbeniit woman, in whose cellar sh^ took re* 
i^Lige, cUud not get into any diffieiilty. :^fter 
you were gone^Mr . T«*— .said, that he did 
n#t think it woj^i^h while to pursue her» as 
it was only you he wanted to humble. Itf a- 
non, who has, I do not know how, means 
of knowing, told me this* Sifitfer Frances 
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• 

is now with her abbess, whq^gftwell as every 
body else that knows her, is very fond of her; 
What was a conrent, is no l<mger a convent i 
the nuns are turned out of it. Siifter Fran^ 
ces^s heakh is not so good as it used to he% 
thou^ she never complains ; I am sure she 
suffers much ; she has never been the same 
person since that day when we were driven 
from our ha|^y school-room. It is all de* 
stroked — the garden and every thing. It 
is now a dismal mght. Your absence also 
aiBicts Sister Frances much, ^id she is in 
great anxiety about all of us. She has the 
six Httle ones with her every day, in her 
own apartment, and goes on tead^ULthem, 
as she used to do. We six eldestgrto see 
her as often as we can. I should have be- 
gun, my dear Madame de Fleury, by tell- 
ing you, that, the day after you left Paris, 
I went to deKver all the letteis you weite so 
very Idod to write for us in the midst of 
your hurry. -Your friends have been ex^ 
ceedingly good to us, and have placed us 
all. Rose is with Madame la Grace, your 
mantua-maker, who says she is more handy 
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nd no» jM St cnttiag oat, tha> girli 
dielMus; hMTthese iiaee yettrs. Mauiffie 
ig in the sanioe of Madame de V ■ ' ' *■> 
ivfao ha» lost a great part of her h«|;e. &r* 
tube^ BXkd cannot aiffinrd to keep her tatm$ 
wailrag^BMtd. Madame de ¥ ■■ a 
wdQ plea^ with Mamn&e^ aod ]^ me 
tdl you. that she thanks yon for her. Ii^ 
deed, Marianne, tiboagh dhe is only fourtees, 
ean At> every thing her k^ wants. So* 
aanne is with a eonfe^^tionar ; she gave Sis* 
ter Fnmces a has of baniam of har ewn 
making this mermng; and Sister f^^Mes, 
wIk) is a jndg^ says they are ^leiel^t ; she 
only ^uiHp y<^ ^^d taste them. Annette 
and I fH^nks to your kindness!) are m the 
same service^ with Madame FeuiUot the 
brodeusCf to whom you recommended us: A& 
is^not discontented with our work,and indeed 
sent a very civil message yest«:day to Sister 
Frances on this suhjeet ; but I hcli^re it u 
too flattering for me to repeat in this letttf • 
We shall do our best to give her satis&c* 
tion. She is glad to find that we ean write 
tolerably^ amd that we ean make out biBs aad 
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keep aoeouBta; tiiis being ^Micukify con* 
venieat to her at present^ as toe young man 
she had in the shop is become an orator ^ and 
good fisr nothing but la chose publique : her 
son, who' could have supplied his place, is 
ill; and Madame Feuillot herself, not faaTing 
had, as she says, the advantageiiDf such a 
good education as we have been blessed with, 
writes but badly, and knows nothing of 
arithmetic.*— Dear Madame de Fleury, how 
much, how very nouch we are obliged to you! 
We feel it every day more and more : in 
these times, what wiimld have become of us, 
if we could do nothing useful? Who 
wouldy who could be burdened ^gqfji us? 
Dear Madame, we owe every thing tor you— 
and we can do nothing, not the least thing, 
for you ! — My mother is still in bad health, 
and I fear will never recover : Babet is witibt 
her always, and Sister Frances is very good 
to h^. My brother Maurice is now so good 
a workman, iik&t he earns a louis a week. 
He is very steady to his business, and iiefver 
goes to the revolutionary meetings, tiiiougfa 
<mce he had a great mind to be am orator of 
the people, but never since the day. that you 

VOL. II. N 
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'oflaiiied to Jpn^ that be k*ew no&iag 
dx>iit equality aad the ri^bts of ram, fa; 
'^-'Hew could I foiget to teQ ycm^ lint his 
master the smithy who was Ofse of yoar 
guards^ and who assisted you to escape Ins 
leiiimed without suspicion to his ftnner 
trade ? aadl he declares, that he will never 
Hiore ineddle with public a^Brs. I give 
him the money you left with me forliim 
He is very kind to my broth^^ — ^yestndij 
he mended for Annette's miirtress the lock 
of an Engfish writing-desk, and he mended 
it so ^tonishly well, that an English gen- 
tleman, who saw it, oould not bdiieve tlie 
work j^as done by a Frendiman ; so my 
bF<rther was sent f<xr, to prove it, sid ihey 
were forced to beHeve it Today he bas 
more wodc &an he can finish this twelve- 
month — all this we owe to you*^*-! ahall^ie* 
ver forget the day when yoii pBomitedy^i^t 
you would grant iny brother'fC'Witii to .faei^ 
prenticed to this smithy if I was not in apaa* 
wm for a monfh*^that cured me €^ being 
sopassioMte. 

^' Dear Madame de Fleisry» I have wiit« 
tm ym too long a lett^, and liot to wiK as 
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I can write ^c&I am not in a hmry ; but 
I wanted to tdl you every thing at 0Dcr» 
beeanffle, may be I sball not for a l<nig1iiiiq 
fasro so safe an importunity of sending:a let* 

^ ^ y~- « VICTOIRE.'^ 

• 

Several months elapsed before Madttme 
de Fleury reeeived another letter ftom Vie^ 
toire: it was short, and evidently wiittexi 
in great distress of mind It contained an 
acnunt of her mother's death. She was 
now left at the earlyage of sixteen an orphan* 
Madame FeuiUot the brodeiise, with whom 
die lived, added a £sw lines to her lett^^ 
penned with difficulty and strangely spelled, 
biit expressive of her being highly pleased 
witli both the gids recommended to her by 
Madame de Fleury, especially Victoive, who 
she said was sueh a treasqre to her, that she 
would not ]»rt with her on any account, and 
ahonld consider her as a daughtar. ^^ I tdl 
her not to grieve so much ; for tliough she 
has lost one mother, she has gained another 
for hersdf, who will always love her ; and 
besides,, dbe is so useAil, and in so many 
ways, with her pen and her needle, in ac- 
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eounts, and eyery thing ihat is wanted in a 
finniljr or a shop, she can never want em- 
ployment or fiiends in the worst times; 
and none can be. worse tiban these; espe- 
cially for such pretty girls as she is, who 
have all their heads turned, and are taught 
to oonoder nothing a sin that used to be 
sins. Many gentflmen, who come to our 
shop, have found out that Vietoiie is 
very handsome, and tell her so ; but she is 
so modest and prudent, that I am not afi»d 
for her. I could tell you, Madame, a good 
anecdote on this subject, but my paper will 
not allow, and besides my writing is so dif* 
ficult." 

Above a year elapsed befi»% Madame de 
Fleury received another letter from Vie- 
toire: this was in a parcel, of which an 
emigrant took charge :. it contained a variety 
of little offerings from her pupils, instances 
of their ingenuity, their industry, and their 
affection : the last thing in the packet was 
a small pmrse labelled in this manner,-^ 

« Savings from our wages andearningi^ 
for her who taught us all we knowJ" 
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CHAPTER XII. 

'' 1^109 Ml pomvt Bipnte^ ndnisrez Chaatilly^ 
De h^ros en n^roS| cPlge eu kge, embelli.^ 

DsLn.L£. * 

The health of the good Sister Frances^ 
which had suffered much from the shock her 
itnind received at the commencement of the 
(evolution, declined so rapidly in the course 
of the two succeeding years, that she was 
obliged to leave Paris, and she retired to a 
little village in the neighbourhood of Chan- 
tilly. She chose this situation, because 
here she was within a morning's walk of 
Madailie de Pleury's country-seat. The 
Obdteau de Fleury had not yet been seized 
as national property, nor had it suffered 
from the attacks of the mob, though it was 
m a perilous situation, within view of the 
Idgh road to Paris. The parisian populace 
bad not yet extended their outrages to this 
distance from the; city ; and the poor peoi- 
pie who lived oh the estate of Fleury,. at- 
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. tached from habit, principle, and gratitude 
to their lord, were not disposed to take ad- 
vantage of the disorder of the times, to in« 
jure the property of those from whom th^ 
had all their lives received fevours and pro- 
tection. A faithfnl old steward had the 
care of the castle and the grounds. Sistor 
Frances was impatient to talk to him, and 
to visit the castle, which she had never 
seen ; but for some daysafter her arrival in 
the village, she was so much &tigued and 
so weak, that she could not attempt so laag 
a walk. . Victoire had obtained permission 
&om her misfxess to accompany the nua for 
a few days to the country, as Annette wh 
dertook to do all the busmess of the aihop 

during the absence of ler <^<»^P^<»^ Vio- 
toire was fully as eager as Sister Frances to 

see the faithful . steward and the Ch&teaa 

de rieury, and the morning was now fixed 

foi; their walk : but in the middle of the 

night they were wakened by t]te shouts ef H 

mob, who had just entered the villa^ fresh 

from the destruction of a neighbouring Qtt» 

tie. The nun and Victoire listened : hut 
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tile ittidst cf tht hdnid yells of joy, 119 
knnum Toite, no iaddligiUe watAf toxOA he 
jdskmguislied : iiiey looked tinougk a: dbiaJb 
lA tiie mndpwwjsbuitter^ mid they saw the 
stvest' bdbw fiUed with a .drowd of inen^ 
liriiibse .countenaaces 'ioese 1^ tiims • iUumi- 
sateft ^y tibe glace of iiue t^^bn which they 
hnttdished. 

'^ Good Heavens ! " wfaispeiedthe nim tb 
VJotoire; ^ I dioold know the £ice of that 
tckjBOSt who 18 loading his mushetr-^tte reif 
man whom I nursed fefn yestvs ago, when he 
yms dying of a jail-fever ! ^ 

This man, who stood in the imdst of &e 
titwtd, taller hy the head than, the others^ 
seemed to be the leader of the party : t&ey 
ivece diipattaig, whether they should pror 
ceed&rther^ BfeoA the ranainder of dtt 
n^ht in the village ate-house, or xetum to 
Paris. Their leader ordered spirits 'to he 
^ttibnted to his associates, and exhbited 
them in a lottd;Vi»ioe to proceed ioa tkit&t 
glMious wrirk..: Tossing hk ficebiandf J||r 
hoahead, he dockred that he woiild'i^Pi 
£etiim to . Paris till^' be had ra^ to the 
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gnnind the Cbfttefta.de Fknry. At ^ne 
nwrds, Vicbam, fcigetM of 4d[ pe»Mittl 
duigeiv can out into the midst of the meh, 
prassed her way uptotheleaderof theseiuCi 
finw, caught him by the ann^ esdaasiiiig--* 
^ You wiD not teuoh & fltone in the GUU 
teau de Fleory*^! have my zeasoni-^I Wf 
you will not suffer a stone in the CShiteaa 
de Fleury to be toudied.'* 

'< And why not? " cried the man, tump 
ing astonished; ^^ and who aie yoii» that I 
should listen to you ! '' 

**N<^ matter who I am,'* md :Viet^; 
^< follow me, and I wiU show you one to 
whcmi you will not refuse to listen.— Heiei 
'^--Jiere she is," continued Vietao^ pointing 
to the nun» who had followed her inamaw* 
ment; ** here is one to whom you will fia* 
ten—yes, look at herwefi: hold theH|^ 
to her fice.'' 

'She nun, in a supplicating attitnii^ 
stood in speedikss expectation. 

jHrAy, I see you hare gratitude, I know 
ytillliHIl liaf« foerey,'' cried Victoire,watab* 
ing the workings in the oountenanee of die 
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xaan :« you mil save t^ Chateau de Fleury, 
Car her nk»— who sated yonr Me." 

** I will," cried this iBixmisbtd <^iief i^ a 
mob, fired with sudden generosity: "By, 
my fiuth you axe a brave girl, and a fine 
girl, and know how to speak to the heart, 
and in the right moment — Friends, dti- 
zens ! Uiis nun, though she is a nun, she is 
good for something. When I lay dying of 
a fever, and not a soul else to help me, she 
eame and gave me medicines and food— in 
short, I owe my life to her. 'Tie ten years 
ago, but I remember it well ; and now it is 
our turn to rule, and she shall be paid as 
she deserves. Not a stone of the Chateau 
de Fleury shall be touched ! '* 

Witii loud acdamations, the mob joined 
in the generous enthusiasm of the moment, 
and followed their leader peaceably out of 
the village. All this passed with such ra- 
pidity, as scarcely t 
reality upon the mi 
rose in ihe morning 
the turrets of the 
s^e BAVf that they 
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nidst of the surroiiii^g devastations. No- 
thing remaincfd *of iiie supefb palate of 
^hantiUy, hat the white arehes of its fotm« 
datiobl 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



** When thy last breath, ere nature sunk to rest, 
Tfay meek sabirasioa to thy God express'd; 
When thy last look, ere thought and feeling fled, 
A mingled glean of hope and triamph shed, 
What to thy soul its glad assurance ga%*e— 
Its hope m death, its triumph o'er the grave t 
The sweet remembrance of unblemish'dyouthy 
Til* inspiring voice of innocence and truth ! '' 



The good Sister Frances, thou^ she 
had scarcely recovered from the shock of tiie 
preceding night, accompanied Victoire ta 
iiie Ch&teau de Fleury. The gates were 
opened for them by the old steward and his 
son Basile, who welcomed them with aH the 
eagerness with which people welccmie fiiends 
in time of adversity. The old man showed 
tb^n the place ; and through every a{iart« 
myent of the castle went on, talking of fo(rmer 
tunes, and with narrative fondness told 
aaeedotes of his dear master and mistKNl* 
Here his lady used to sit and rnrl 1|pi 
was the table at which he wrote-~this was 
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tlie Bofii on whidi she and the ladies fiat the 
very last day she was at tiie casUe, at the 
open windows of the hall, whilst all the te- 
nants and people of the village were dandng 
on the green. 

** Ay, those were happy times,** said the 
old man ; " But they will never xetum.** 

** Nevar ! O do not say so,** cried Vi^- 
tmre. 

•^ Never daring my life, at least," said the 
nun in a low voice, and with a look of re- 
fiSgnation. 

Basile, as he ^ped the tears ttom. his 
eyes, happened to strike his arm against the 
chords of Madame de Fleury's harp, and 
the sound echoed through the room. 

^ Before this year is at an end," cried 
Victoire, " perhaps that harp will be struek 
ag^iti in this castle by Madame de Fleury 
herself. Last night we could hardly have 
hoped to see these waDs standing this morn* 
ing, and yet it is safe—not a stone touched! 
O we shall all live, I hope, to see better 
times ! •* 

Sister Frances smiled, for she would not 
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duress Victoire'8 endiudastie hope: to 
please her, the good nun added, that idw 
felt bettar this morning thaa she had felt 
for months, and Victoire was happier than 
she had been since Madame de Memy left 
France. But, alas ! it was only a transient 
gleam* Sister Frances relapsed, and de» 
dined so rapidly, that even Victoire, whose 
mind was almost always disposed to hope,' 
despaired of her recovery. With pladd i^ 
signation, or rather with mild confidence^ 
this innocent and benevolent creature met 
the approadh of death. She seemed at* 
tached to earth only by affection for those 
whom she was to leave in this world. Two 
of the yoimgest of the children, who had 
fongaerly been placed under her care, and 
who were not yet able to earn their own 
subsistence, she kept with her, and in the. 
last days of her life she continued her in* 
structions to them with the fond soiicitttde 
of a parent Her father confessor, an ex- 
cellent man, who never even in these dm- 
gerous times shrunk from b7s duty, came to 
attend Sister Frances in her last moments. 
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md :ielie?ed W mmd firotn all amxiety, fay 
prfwunng to place llie two little cbildien 
nith thd kdy who had beea abbess of kr 
eenveBt, who would to the utmost t£ her 
power pcotect aad provide fi» them soita. 
bly* Satisfied by. this pimnise, the good 
Sister Frances smiled upon Vidoire, ^ 
stood beside her bed» and with that smile 
Vf99i her toontenance capired.- - '- I t 
WIM5 iKonetime before the little childroi 
seemed to comprehend, or to believe, that 
Sister Frances was dead : they had never 
be&re seen any one die ; they had no idea 
what it was to die, and their first fediog 
was astonishmait : they did not seaa to 
understand why Yietoire .w!^t. But the 
ilext day, vihrn bo Sister Frances s^ke to 
tibem, when every hour they missed some 
aeeustomed kindness from h^ ; when pre- 
se^ly they saw the preparations fof her 
ftoieral ; when they heard that die was to 
be buried in the earth, and that they should 
never see h^ more, they could neither ^y 
nor eat, but sat iu a comer holding each 
other's hands, and watching every thing 
that was done for the dead by Victoire. 
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In those times the fiineral of a nun with 
a priest attending would not have been per- 
mitted by the populace. It was therefore 
performed as secretly as posdble : in the 
middle of the night the coffin was carried 
to the biuial-^place of the Fleury fanuly ; 
the old steward^ his son Basdle, Yictoire, 
and the good father confessor, were the only 
persons present. It is necessary to mention 
ibhy beeause the &cts ^iene afterwards mis« 
rq>re8eiited. 



t» 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



'^ The character is lost t— 
Her head adorii'd with lappets, piimM aloft^ 
And ribbaads streamiog ^y, superbly rais'^y 
Indebted to some smart wig-weaver's hand 
For mora than half the tresses it suslaiiis*^ 

COWPEK. 



Upon her return to Paris, Victoire &It 
melancholy ; but she exerted herself as 
much as possible in her usual occupation ; 
finding that employment and the conscious- 
ness of doing her duty were the best reme- 
dies for sorrow. 

One day as she was busy settling Madame 
Feuillot's accounts, a servant came into the 
shop, and inquired for Mademoiselle Vic- 
toire : he presented her a note, which she 
found rather difficult to decipher. It was 
signed by her cousin Manon, who desired 
to see Victoire at her hotd. " Her hotel r 
repeated Victoire with astonishment. The 
servant assured her, that one of the finest 
hotels in Paris belonged to his lady, tnd 
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that he wa$ commisfiioned iovhow heir die 
way to it. Victodie found her coiudn in a 
magnificent house, which had fonnerly \(^ 
longed to the Plrinoe de SftifiM. Manon^ 
dressed in the disgusting, indecent extreme 
of the mode, was seated under a richly- 
fiinged canopy. She hurst into a Ipod 
laugh as Victoire entered. 

'< You look just as much astonished as I 
expected,'* cried she* '' Great duinges hare 
happened since I saw you lastp-^I always 
told you, Victmre, I knew the world better 
than you did. What has come of all youx 
schooling, and your mighty goodness, and 
your gratitude truly ?— Your patroness is 
banished and a beggar, and you a drudge 
in the shop of a brodeuse, who makes you 
work your fingers to the bone, no doubt.-^ 
Now you shall see the difierence. Let me 
show you my house ; you know it was fi»r*» 
merly .the hotel of the Prince de Salms, he 
that was guillotined the 9ther day ; but you 
know nothing, lor you have been out of 
Paris this month, I understand. Then I 
iQust teO you, that my friend Villeneuf htm 
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adquifad sa %iiib€ii$e Ibrtiiiie! by asagaatSi 

maie^ia tiiei»tuiBe<f:a ftortetg^t-r^I saytfi 

ttHtavEGMe fiirfiiiilb ! ancL . Im lioi^^ dik 

finer himse-^N^vr do you begin to Wilder- 

thmd?" 

.^IdanoilelMrfy know wbom you aem 

t^ your fiiend VillenetiC" mH Victcfisew 

^* The hair-dr^tsei; who livied in our 
jttmei^" 8ttd Malum; *<he beeamea gieat 
pifaiot^ yon know, and orator ; and wkat 
inth bis elol^ence, aad his laek in deabBg 
in asflignats^ hk has made bia fartuae and 



^ And yours! thenheis your buribandT* 

^ That does not follow that is 

notasaefsary — but do not look so shocked 
m^evtxy body goes on the same way mw; 
besides, I bad no other resouiee-^I lirast 
bare starved*-*! could not ettm my bcead 
as yoado« Besides, I was too deUcate, £ff 
hairdwork of any sort-^r^nd besides ••%«• • 
bat corner let me Aow you my house-^yoa 
bave no idea how fine it is." ?" 

< Wifii anxsous ostentation Maaon dis- 
play ed a& her Tiohe6, to excite Vktoiie'ir aavy. 
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«' OoB&ss, VktAire;' mid «lie it. llislh 
^^ that you think me the haiqwii persM 
you hareerer knowa. — ^You dcnaotiiitewer ; 
'whom did you ever know that was h^ifjpiaf ?r 

^Sister Frandes^ who died last t^eek^ 
af^eand to.be mueh ha^ppiet/' «dd "Vib^ 

^ The poor mm !'' said Mim<Mi» 4isdi«if^ 
folly. ^Well,^wli0mdoyoutiii]ikthe 
nexthappieai:?" 

"" Madame da Fleury." . . 

^ An exile and aheggar! — O! yteave 
jesting now, Vietiaire*-*oir — envioius* With 
that sanotified face, Citoyenne ^perhaps I 
should say MademoiseUe) Vietoir^ you 
would be delighted to change places with 
me this instant. — Come, you shall stay with^ 
me a week to try how you like it.'* 

" Excuse me," said Victoire firmly ; " I 
cannot stay with you, Manon — ^you have 
chosen one way of life and I another— quite 
another. I do not repent my dioice — ^May 
you ttevar repent yours ! — Farewell !" 

*^ Bless me ! what airs ! and with what 
dignity she looks ! Repent of my choice !—* 
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« Hkdy liiiiig, truly. Am not I atihe top 

i^ ike vrbed?'' 

' ^ Aad may not the whed toni?'' said 

Vietoite 

*< Perhaps it may/' said Manon; ^but 
tUl it does, I mil enjoy myself. Sinoe yoa 
aie of a different humour, return to Hft« 
dame Feuillot, and figure upon cafiibne 
aad musim, and mAke out. bills, and nvse 
old nuns, all the days of your fife. Too 
vriU never persuade me, however, I3iat ]fou 
would not change plaees with me if fA 
ooutd. Stay till you are tried, Mademoiselle 

Victoir^— Who was ever in love witii yott 
0r your virtues ? — Stay tail you axe tded." 
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CHAPTER XV. 



''But beauty, fike the fair Hesperian tr^, 
Ladeu with blooming gold^ had need the guard 
Of dragon watch with unenchanted eye 
To save her blossoms, or defend her frult.^ 

Milton. 



The trial was nearer than either Manon 
or Victoire expected.— Manon had scarcely 
IMTononnced th^ last words, when the d* 
devant hairdresser burst into the room, ac- 
companied by several of his political asso« 
dates, who met to consult measures for the 
good of the nation. Among these patriots 
was the Abbe Tracassier. 

*' Who is that pretty girl, who is with 
you, Manon ?** whispered he ; "a friend of 
yours, I hope?'' 

Victoire left the room immediately, but 
not before the profligate abbe had seen 
toough to make him wish to see mora The 
next day he went to Madame Feuillot's, 
ttnder pretence of buying some embroidered 
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handkerchiefs ; he paid Victoire a profosi<m 
of extravagant compliments, which made 
no impression upon her iimocent heart, and 
which appeared ridiculous to her plain good 
sense. She did not know who he was, nor 
did Madame FeuiHot ; for though she had 
often heard of the ahbe, yet she had nerer 
seen him. Several succeeding days he ie« 
turned, and addressed himself to Victoii^ 
each thne with increasing freedom. Ma- 
dame FeuiUbt, who had the greatest cxmfi* 
denee in her, left her entirety to har own 
discretion. Victoire b^ged her Mend An«< 
nette to do the busineiBs of the' shop^ and 
staid at work in the back parlour* Tzs- 
cassxer was much disapp^Ninied by her ab* 
senee ; but as he thought no great ceretBony 
necessary in his proceedings; b^ made bis 
name known in a haughty nmn|i^ td Ma- 
dame de Feuillot, and desired that ^0 nvjght 
be admitted into the back jH^our, as he 
had something of consequence to sity to 
Mademoiselle Victoire in ]frivata Our 
readers will not require to have $ ^cfti^kd 
account of this tSte-artetfe ; it ia n^ffiiiiltt 
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to sayv that the idisappoiated anidL- e^eupAi 
rated abb^ left the house mntterii^ iiBpre« 
catiom. The next moiniiig a note cametd 
Vktdre^ apparently firom Mamoa : it was 
directed by h^^ but the inside wag imttenr 
by aa unknown hand, and eontaiwd t^tae 
words : — 

« 

'^ You are a charming but ineoow 
prehensible gixl— since you do not like com- 
plimentS) you shall not be addressed with 
empty flattery. It is in the power of the 
person who dictates this, not only to mako; 
you as rich and great as your eousm ManoOi^ 
but also to reS'tore to fo]^une and to their- 
country the friends for whom you are most 
interested. Their fate as well as youj^ own 
is in your power — ^if you send a favourable 
answer to this note, the persons alluded ta 
will, to-morrow, be struck from the list o£ 
emigrants, and re-insti|ted in thdr former 
possessions* If your answar is decidedly 
un^Tourable, the return of your Mends t«r 
France wiU be thenceforward ii^practicable, 
and thebr ehAteau^ aawell as ihear housem 
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VwAb, wiU be declared Bational prt^ierty, 
and sold witlMmt delay to the higheBt bidder. 
To you, who have as mudli undeTstaadiag 
Mbeauty» it is unnecessary to say mm. 
Consult your heart, charming Victoire ! be 
happy, and make others happy. This mo-, 
ment is decisive of your fate and (^ thdis, 
for you have to answer a man of a most de- 
dded character." 

Victoire's answer was as follows : — 

** My fHends woidd not, I am 
sure, accept of their fortune, or consult to 
return to their country, upon the condittoiis 
proposed ; therefore I have no merit in re- 
jecting them," 

' Victoire had early acquired good prind- 
pies, and that plain steady good senae^ which 
goes straight to its object, without being 
dazzled or imposed upon by sophistry. She 
was unacquaint.ed with the refinooaents (tf 
sentiment, but she distinctly knew eight 
from wrong, and had sufficient f esolutMH to 
abide by the right. — Perhaps many romtotic 
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hefoiiies might hawe thought it a generous 
self-deTOtion, to hav^ beocmie in similar dx^ 
emistlinoes the mistrecs of TtBcamer ; and 
those, "who are skilled ^ to make the worse 
appear the better cause/^ might h ve made 
sudi an act of heroism the foundation of an 
interesting, or at least a fashionable noveL 
— PocMT Victoire had not received an edu-» 
eation sufficiently refined to enable her to 
nndenftand these mysteries of sentiment* 
She was even simple enough to flatter her- 
self, that this libertine patriot would not 
ftdfi} his threats, and that these had been 
made only with a view to terrify her into 
complianqp. In this opinion, however, she 
found herself mistaken. M. Tracassier was 
indeed a mail of the most decided charac- 
ter, if this term may properly be applied to 
those, who act uniformly in consequence of 
their ruling pasaon* The Chateau de Fleury 
was seized as national property. Victoire 
beavd tins bad news firom the old steward, 
who HMw^ turned out of the castle along 
with his ficm, the very day after her rejection 
3f the proposed conditions. ^* 

VOL. II, o 1;^ 
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^' I could not have believed, that any 
humaii creature eould be so widked!** ex* 
daimed Victoire, Rowing mth indignatiiHi : 
but indignation gave way to sorrow. 

" AuA the Chfiteau de Fleury is redly 
seized ?-^and you, good old man^ are tamed 
out of the place where you were bom?-^ 
and you, too, Basile ? — and Madame de 
Fleury will never come back again !— and 
perhaps she may be put into prison ins 
foreign country, and may die fpr want ...» 
and I might have prevented all this !* 

Unable to shed a tear, Victoite stdod iti 
silent consternation, whilst Annette ex- 
plained to the good steward and his son tk 
whole transaction. Basile^ who wa^ mtUr 
ra% of an impetuous temper, waa so ban^ 
ported with indignation, that he woaU 
have gone instantly with the ii4>te from 
Tracassier to denounce him heim^e the 
whole national convention, if he had ^^ 
been restrained by his more prudent &ther. 
The old steward represented to hiBi^ that 
as the note was neither signed nor written 
by the hand of Tracasiaer, no pro^f eofuld 
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be brought home to him^ and the attempt to 
convict one of so powerful a party would 
only bring certam destruction upon the ac- 
cusers. Besides, such was at this time the 
general depravity of manners, thatwimibers 
would keep the guilty in countenance. 
There was no crime, which the mask of 
patriotism could not cover. 

** There is one comfort we have in our 
nusfcHTtunes, which these men can never 
have,'' said the old man ; " when their down- 
fall comes, and come it will most certainly, 
ihey will ^ot. feel as we do, innocent. — 
Victoire, look up ! and do not give way to 
despair — ^all will yet be well." 

*^ At all events, you have done what is 
right, so do not reproach yourself," said Ba- 
fiile* **Evdry hody-;— I mean every hody 
who is good for any thing — ^m 
^dmir^. and love you, Victoire.' 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



Quello e vero gioire 

^he nasee da Tiitoe d^>o il soffirtre;'' 



Basile had not Been, without ^natioi^ 

the varioiifi instances ^f goodnesi^ which 

Vietoii^ showed during the illness of SStftor 

Frances. Her coiaduct towadb M. T»* 

cassier increased his esteem and arttadb- 

ment ; but he forbore to declare his a^feo^ 

tion, because he could not» eonsistoBdy 

with prudence, or' with gratitude to hk 

father, think of niarryixig, now that Se was 

not able to maintain a wife ootA hmSij* 

The honest eamingsr of msmy ye$TB of servM 

had been wrested from the old st^M^itd at 

the time the C%&teau de Flemry waa. aoio^ 

and he now depended on the industry of his 

son for the daily support of his age/ His 

dependence w^as just, and not likely to be 

disappointed ; for he had given his scm an 

education suitable to his condition in life. 
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Bank was ma exact arithmetkkA^ could 
mote m cxeelleiit liaiid» and was a ready 
dnughtemaii and sunref or. T0 Ixciiig thera 
waflfinl taleiits into action; and to find em^ 
iddyment &r them* with men kf whom 
di^ witald be honestly rewarded, waa tha 
on]^ £ffieii]l;y»a difficulty whidbi Yietcdre'a 
bratiker Mauiiee isoon removdL His vepur 
taticm as a omith had intredueed hiii» 
among his many enstomersy to a gentlemaii 
of worth and sdentific knowledge, who was 
at this time oiplDyed to ioiake isiodeiB and 
-ghmdt all the fi»:tified places in Sniope; 
he was in wai^ <^a good derk and draughts^ 
num^ ^ whose int^p3ty 1^ eoukd be seeora». 
Maikriee mentioned his friend Bastte; and 
^pen inqtdry infto Ins diaiacter^ and npmi 
tiial:of his abilities^ he was feund smted to 
thei|dbee» and was aceepted* Bj his IvnB^ 
eftni^ salsiy, he supp<Nrted him^f and^huf 
fiidieffi andbegan, with the sanguine hie^ea 
oi ^jaripg man, to flatter htUB^ thsiha 
sboMM soiM be riefa enough to marry^ and 
ik/t thtn he ni%ht d^clase his nttadimeiit 
toVi4teiie. Niitwithstandmg aU his boasts 
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ed prudence, be had betrayed stiflU&etiLi 
gymftcmn of bk passiob/ to bare raidei^d 
a dedaiataon imneceBSiry to any deaiviq^ 
ed obeerver ; but Victoire tras liot tUtiSif 
of coaqBWts, sbe was wbolty <)ocupied wiA 
a sdbeme of earning a certidn mirt'of money 
for ber beiiefiictress, wlioiraa nbw,' astslie 
ieaMl, ill want All Madimie de Ileuy^s 
formier popik ikmtributal tb^ lAuiTe to titt 
commim stock ; and tbe mailtaa-inaikeri tbcf 
eonfeetioaexv tlie servants of dilfer^t tMt^ 
who had been edueated at her iaeli6«li laA 
kid lijr, during iJie yean ol her baahfeUMBt, 
an annual portion of their yragek afld 
sivii^ : with the mam whiiih VibkAeevtiw 
added to llie fond, itamottii)ied ttrt^itilMi. 
aahd lines. The^enon <#Mr ^evtbok la 
carry iMa numey to Bfadi^ni^ de "Vtrnj 
waa FVimfois, l)er former ^tmioi, wlM^ had 
pracued a pass to go to ihiglanA tk'W' Wt- 
dreaser. Thfe night bdTttte he l^inrtr^im 
a haptiy nightfor Yk/uMi iK aUlitt etn- 
jianions met, by Madaote TetSltb^ iMiia- 
tion, at Imt house; and i^fier 4M^tllfy%ad 
the pleasure of padcing tip till lit^ hox la 
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wfaidL each, betide the maoey, sent same 
token of their gratitude, and SQoie pnxxf of 
their ingenuity, . They would idtfa all their 
he«tr have sent twice aa many swccmrs 
W JPraof^ns could carry., 

*' I^ahoid cVfit impossi^ej" cried he> 
ifhen hp «aw the box, thut was piepared for 
him to carry. to England: hut histgood^ 
mtwe was un^Ue to terist the ^treaties of 
eadi to have her offering carried,' ^ which 
would take up no room/' 

He departed-^arrived safe ^ JEkigland-— 
iomd out. Madame de Fleury,' who fm in 
real distress, in obscure lodgings at Rich* 
i9Ma. He deUv6>ed tiie iqoiicy, .«ad «B 
Uie jm«aM» ofiSvhich he' haii taken: duuKe : 
b«it the |ie»son to whom she^brusted a fetter, 
m ffswer to Victoire^ was aot so punctual, 
otwasmcveuialu^ for the letter never 
Mpched her, tad she and her companions 
n^eie. long uncertain wheth^ their little 
tms«i^ had been weived.~They stin 
ueuthmcdj however^ frith indefatigable gm- 
, titude^ to lay l^ a pprtion of their earnings 
fw tiiorbendactress; and the pleasure they 
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had in iiiis vcnevoauice' iaade ifaeHi 
tiiaori ameads ftr the loo of timlMtle 
Beats «Bd pnvaticns^ to wh^ tbejab* 
asitted in ooowquenee af th^ iwdutioB. 

In the mean time Batik, goings ateiiilf 
iviih Ilia empkyme&ts^ advaiioed evetf day 
m the fimMir of kia maater, and hia salary 
VM increased in proportien to hia idalilica 
and iadwlary ; ao tibatlie duni^lieMQUl 
1DW» vvkhoot any in^mdene^, laairy* Ha 
consulted his father, . nha appaoved of Us 
eboice; he C(Mlsidted Mainice aa to Ihepro- 
WbiUty of hi3 h&ng aeoepted by VietouBe; 
and enoDumged by both his fiitber and bia 
friend, he was upon the eve of addrciiaiay 
b^Molf to Yietoire, when he isas pwvented 
by a new and mforeseeD ndsfeatane. Hia 
&th«r was taken i^, by m eaxummj af 
Tracasfijiev^^ and btonght beleiaa one of tbeir 
lovolnoonary owmntteen, 1?ha*e be Iraa n»* 
<Msed of various aots t)f isteiTiame. Among 
other things equally cadmiiial, it was 
that oni^ 8andii^9 when be went tOt 
p!Stite Trianon, tl^en a public heifee^ 
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damedU**^ G'est id que k canaille danse^ 
et fue ka liaimdtes gna pleiureiit ! '' 

Bank ma present at this mod: exami* 
naAioB of lua fetther — ^he saw him od tha 
pontof hehig dragged to prison— ^hena 
hiirt was given^ that he might save hia £u 
tlier by enlisting immediateiy, and going 
with the army out of Frimce. Victoire waa 
fiill in Basle's reooUection-^but theie was 
i» oilier means of saving his &ther. He 
enlisted, and in tw^nty-fcur hours left 
Paxis. 

What appear to be the most unfortunate 
circumstances of life, (rften prove ultimately 
tbe most advantageous. Indeed, those who 
have loiowledge, a^vity, and int^rity, 
can convert the apparent blanks in the lot^ 
tery of fortune into prizes. Basile was re- 
commended to his comnumding officer by 
tlie gentleman who had ktely employed 
him as a derk—- his skill in drawing plans; 
and in taking rapid surveys of the countries 
tlnrough whidb they passed, was extremely 
nadiil to ias general; and his integrity 
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made it safe to tmst him as a Miat^uj. 
His cothmaBdiDg officer, tiioi^ a l»mte 
msaup was ilKterate, and a ^eca^etary wiis to 
him a necessary of life. Bamle waa fiot 
oniy useful, hut agreeable; witikmt any 
mean arts or servile adulation, he pkased, 
by simply showing the desire to oblige, and 
the ability to serve. 

** Diable!" exclaimed the genera]' one 
day, as he looked at Basile's plan of a town, 
which the army was b^eging, . ** Hbw 
comes it that you are abfe to do all these 
things ? But you have a genius for this 
sort of work, apparently," 
. ". No, sir," said Basile, " these iMags 
were taught to me, when I was a dbfid, by 
a good friend." 

. ** A good friend he was indeed ! He did 
more for you, than if he had given you a 
fortune; for, in thetse times, that naight 
have been soon taken from you; but. now 
you have the means of making a.foEtnne 
for yourself." - ' :' ' 

This obserVatitm of th^ genml's^:obii?30ii8 
as it may seem, is deserving of the serious 
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contidc^atiop of those who hare diildren of 
their own to educate, or who hare the dis^ 
posal of money for public charities. In 
these times, no sensible person will yenture 
to pronounce, that a change of fortune and 
station may not await the highest and the 
lowest ; whether we rise or fall in the scale 
of sodety, personal qualities and knowledge 
will be valuable Those who fall, cannot 
be destitute ; and those who rise cannot be 
iridiieulous or contemptible, if they have 
been prepared for their fortune by proper' 
education. In shipwreck, those who carry 
their all in their minds, are the most se^ 
ciure. 

But to return to Basile. — He had sense 
enough not to make his general jealous of 
him by any unseasonable display of his 
talents, or any officious intrusion of advice, 
^ven upon subjects which he best under- 
stood. 

The talents of the warrior and the sccrcr 
tary were in such different lines, that there 
was no dagger of competition ; and the 
general, finding in his secretary, the soul of 
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all tbe arts, good fleose, gnidoally aci|inraGl 
tlie habit of addng his <^mon on enxf 
subject that eame withiii hia depaortiaait. 
It happened, that the geoeralioceivedoedcn 
£N>m the Directory, at Paris, to takeacer- 
tain tovrn, kt it coat what it woidd» vriilm 
a given time: in his pei^exity, he c& 
dalmed before Basile apunst die imreassB" 
ablenesfi of these oiders, and dedared hk 
belief, that it was impossible he ahouidl 
succeed, Mid that this was only a adieaie of 
his enemies to prepare his zuin. Basile had 
attended to the ojpesnAioDS of the engiMer 
who acted under the geaeral, aod perfeetly 
recollected the model of the mines of this 
town, whid^ he bad seen when, he was om- 
ployed as draughtsnum by hisPttisiaii fiaomi 
He remembered, that there was finanerly 
an old mine, that had been stopped xxg 
somewhere near the placewhere the engineer 
was at work ; he mentioned in private his 
snqpid^ms to the g^ieral, who gave oiders 
in consequa^e: the old mine was disco- 
vered, cleared out, and by these meaas the 
towii^ was teken the day be£N9^ the ti»e 
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jqp|K)iai4^ Bkuikjid not am^gate to ]l2kiif> 
jself asiy of tiie flory ^ tfau ro cco iB ■ h f 
kfspihid geaeOil's seaset and his amfideiice^ 
Upn diek lefciim to F«n% after # fi^rtiinate 
canpai«ii, tbe general wis more gratofol 
tbim some etheis bavie been, parhaps b«^ 
ciKBtf moreroQH Wm gn^en by BtsUe'^ pm« 
denoe^MT the exercise of this virtue. 

<'My friend,^' said be to Basile, ''yon 
have done me a great servioe by yaur ^ooua^ 
sei, aad a gi^eata: stiQ by hi^dkg yonr 
tofi^ue. J^eaic now, and tdl ne freely^ if 
there is any thing I eaa do for you. You 
see^ as a viotorious general, I have the 
^off&t hand amongst these {diowH^Txa^ 
casfiier's schetie to rutn me missed — whaU 
ever I ask will at this moment be granted ; 
speak &eriy, therefore." 

Basile asked what he knew Vietoiie nMfit 
dettred — ^that M. and Madame de Fleuiy 
abould be struck from the listof emagrants^ 
and that their {^opeity now in the hands 
of the nation dbould be restored to them. 
The general promised that this should be 

*"' A «««..«* «»»d »||| the 
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migeet between Mm and Tracassier; but 
the general srtood &m ; and Tracaa6^,4n- 
faged, forgot bis usual cunning, and qnar- 
t^ng irrevocably with a partjr, now mm 
)Mmerful tbaii his own, he and his adherents 
iffrere driven from that station, in which 
l^j had so long tyrannised. From beiag 
the rulers x>f France, they in a few hoim 
became banished men, or, in the phrase of 
the times, des dSportSs. 

We must not omit to mention the wretch- 
ed end of Manon. The man with- whom 
she lived perished by the guillotine. F*oin 
his splendid house she went upon the sti^ 
^^-^d not succeed — sunk fiom one degree 
of profligacy to another ; and at last died 
in an^ hospital. 

In the mean time, the order for the re- 
storation of the Fleury property, and for 
permission for the Fleury family to retum 
to France, was made out in due form, and 
Maurice b^ged to be the mefssenger of 
these good tidings : — he set out for Eng- 
land with the order. 

Viatoire immediately went down te the 
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Ch&'teMi de Fkury, to get «veiy thing in 
readiness for the reception ci the fiunily. T 
^ Exiles ftre expeditious in their retorn tn 
tbw native country. Victcire Jiad but jtwtr 
time to complete her pr^arftti<ms» whea 
M. and Madame de Fleury arayed at Ca- 
lais* Victoire had assembled aD her com^ 
panions, all Madame de fleury's ibrmcsr 
pupils; and the hour when she vmt'Sm 
pected home, they with the |>easants of the 
H^ghbouihood were all in their holiday 
dothes, and according to the custom of the^ 
country sin^ng and dancing. Wititibut 
m««c and dancbg. there is no perfect joy 
in France. Never was fite du village or 
f&te de Seigneur more joyftd than this. 
. The old steward opened the gate — the 
eamage drove in. Madame de Fleury saw 
that home, which she had Uttle expected 
ever more to behold ; but all other thoughts 
were lost in the pleasure of meeting her 
beloved pupils. 

** My chil^lj^ !" cried she^ as they crowds 
ed xonnd her the monsent she got out of ^ 
carxSage--^My dear ^oo^ehUdr^i i'^j. 



SB» MADAME BE WUBSMl. 

It was aH die ewld wf^/^-^SSie leMM^ca 
Victra«'s tm ttalie vmt i»to the hMia^ 
mi fajr Agrees fecoveriiiK from the abwst 
pikfiil exeaii ftf pl^asmc^ )p^^ t«^ etyof 
iribst isbe yet ^7 cpn&sedly fdi. 

Semral of her pnpils weie «o miicfai gi9TO 
aid ^il^fedin their e&temal a|ipearaQe^ 
tibat f^ eauU . searcely secoDect thoa till 
they spake^ and then dieir voieaa and tibe 
esKpression of their ooimtenaoeea faidii^ 

Ihek (tuldbaod £Uly to her moBargr. Vic« 
tdre, she than^t^ waa^e^aoged the least, 
and at this i^ rgoiced. 

The &eling aad iatelHgeut read^ viH 
hnagiae all the jdeasure that Madame de 
Fleury enjoyed ihu day; nwivw ^ meidy 
tiie pleasure of a day, ;She heard from all 
W friends^ with prolonged satislaetMi^ re« 
peated aecoimts (£ &egiK)d omdij^af these 
yattng pet^e during het ahsenee. Bhe 
learned with ddight how her re^atowtiaR to 
her country and her fortune . had hem ef* 
&^ed; aadiaitneeeMuytM^ thatVic- 
toire eomented to maxry Basile, aad ihat 
Oke ^ mitahfy poKticmed, aqfi^ what is 
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better still, that she was perfectly happy ?— • 
M. de Fleury Rewarded the attachment and 
good conduct of Maurice, by taking him 
intoMsservice; and making Mm his ma. 
nager under the old steward at the Ch&teau 
de Fleury. 

On Victoire's wedding-day, Madame de 
Fleury produced all the little offerings of 
gratitude, which she had received from her 
and her companions durmg her exile. It 
was now her turn to confer favours, and she 
knew how to confer them both with grace 
and judgement 

^* No gratitude in human nature ! No 
gratitude in the lower classes of liie people P 
cried she : ** How much those are mistaken 
who think so ! I wish they could know my 
history and the history of these my children, 
and they would acknowledge their errour," 

EdgeworthstowHt f 
1806. 
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numster ! iiated by godt aad meo,'* 

Philips. 



<< In the higher and middle elasses ^ 
society)^ fisyB a ^lebfrated writer, '^'it is a 
mdbtidioly and di6tres«ing ogfat to obsetvtt, 
no% ua&equeiitty, a man of a npUo and iflk 
gesuouB diiqpositian, once feelingly alive to 
a sense of honour and integrity, gradually 
fiinkittg under the pressure of his eircuiq^« 
stanoeiif making his excuses at .first with a 
bluill of erascious shame, afraid to see the 
faces of hia friends fr^om whom he may 
have honowed money, redueail\to tho 
meaaest tri^ and saltorfiigea to delay or 
arcnd the payment of his just debt% ti^ 
tAimately -grown femiliar with fidsehood, 
and at enmity with the vmnmr he lodes ftS 
ihegraoo and ^igni^ irf* mam"^ J 
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Colonel Pembroke, the subject of the M- 
lowing stoiy, had not, at the linie his U- 
^ograph^ first became acquainted with him, 
"grown fami d;" hiscm- 

science was nc to reproach, 

nor was his h compasaw, 

but he was ir et rid of all 

troublesome feelings and print^es. He 
was connected with a set of selfish yoimg 
aa£n of fi|sljii>D,-who»e opinions stpod him 
im stead of ,Uw, equity, uid m<»:aHty ; to 
them he aj^ealed in aU doubtful oases, aod 
his self-eoniplacency being daily and hoialy 
dependent upon their decisioui^ he had 
Kldom either leisure or,iudiiiation to con- 
sult his own judgement His amusemeats 
«nd bis expenses were consequently re- 
lated by the examide of his e«npani(m% 
got by hi»Qwn-clMnce. To foUow them in 
emry abswd variety of the laode, either in 
dxessor ^(juipage, ^^nas his first amlHtiMi; 
w4 i^ ^^n^i factitious wants appeared to 
himol$'ed« of the first necessity. No nut- 
ter how gootuhe boots, the hat, the coat, 
the fii^iture, ox the equipage noght be, if 
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bbey had outlived the fashion df the day^ or 
even of the hoiu; they ivere ahtolutel/ 
worthless in his eyes. Nobody could be 
seen in such things-»then of what use could 
they he to any body ? Colonel Pembroke's 
finances were not exactly equal to the sup-: 
pott €£ such liberal principles; but this 
was a misfortune, which he had in common 
with several of his companions. ^ It was no 
check to their spirit — they could live upon 
credit^o-credity *^that talisman, which realizes 
every thixigit imagines, and which can ima- 
gine every thing."* Without staying to 
reflect ilpon the immediate or remote con- 
sequences of this system, Pembroke, in his 
first attempts, found it easy to reduce it to 
practice : but as he proceeded, he expe- 
rienced some difficulties. Tradesmen's bills 
accumulated, and applicationis for pay^iient 
became every day more frequent and press- 
ing. He defended himself with mudi ad- 
dress and ingenuity, and practice perfected 
him in all the Fabian arts of d^y. ^^ No 

t. * * 

* See Des Casaux, Sur le M^cani»me de Soci^. 
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fiutk wUk ium^ beoune, m he £aaUyt 
declareiij a maxim of lub monlitj. Hej 
eoold mfWi with t mott plaonble faee^ po- 
test to a ^Mr dcoiij iqpjoti tie homns (if & 
gentleman, that be should be paid tMur- | 
raw ; when nothing was farther fiomhii 
i&tenti0ns jcht his power than to keep Ub 
worcL And when ta^morram came^ be 
could witlii^the most easy asauance damn 
the rascal for putting a gentleman innuad 
of his promises. But there were pensns 
more difficult to manage than pocr devils. 
Colonel Pembroke^» tailor^ who had bc^ 
by being the most accommodating fdlow in 
the world, and who had in tihree years run 
him 19 a bill of thirteen hundred pounds, 
at length began to Sail in oomplaaisanoe, and 
had the impertinence to talk of his Jbofge 
&mily, and his urgent caBs for mcmey^ &a 
And neoet, the coloner^s shoe and boo^ 
maker, a man from whom he had^ been in 

» 

tbe habit of taking two hxaidrad paunds- 
Yfotth of ^ppig and boots ^ every y^sr, £x 
himself and hfs servanfs, now pretended to 
be in distress for rpady money, and reliised 



grateAil -*»g'r*' l»«sffll)W)fke ealied him ; Mfl 
he«lEtiii%befievW his Creditori to be An- 
^ralibfiil and tiisblemfc, «rbeii they a!«Wfoi» 
their money ; for men li«^6iitly learii'W 
beKe»» what they^a!re in the ^'Iy'h«*i't of 
asxat»g-*; especidly-if their ass«€bn«'»fe 
not oootnaietbd' by their auSienc^; ' k4 
knew that hi* twidesmeh dverdwrg^ fani 
in er«ry ftrtiele he feou^t,' and thtoefbi-e he 
thought it bxit jusi^to delAy payment tslfflsi 
it sufted Mscinvwience. •'Ctotifertfndthein; 
they can veiy weH Affliid to'ivait." iis'for 
their pleas ' of urgent demands for^Teidy 
moneyi-t-laige families, &c. he coiisiAered 
thesttiriieiely as ;woids: of coarse, tl-adesmen\s 
camt, which ehotddmakeno toore iiirpeesi 
sioa tkpan a geodennrt, than the-whining of 
aheggar:' ■ . ' ■' ■ •-• ; 

Oofe dayi when Pembroke was jtist going 
out ioiidewlth some of his gay eompamoii^, 
he Vim^bdpptA at his -own door by a pale, 
thin, miserable-looking boy, «f eight m 
nine years old, who presented him with a 

* Rocbefoucault. 
VOL. 11./ P 



p^^er^ wkidi he Urtk fyt ^mrted^ %A a 
petitioii; he direw tlie dhiM luiK^iiiiefo^.^ 
^ There, take ihat,"^ fidd h^ ^kai ^tond 
«at of the WAjr of my har^s fafel^ I iiiise 
you, my little iSkm^"^ \ 

The hoy, hovi^^, stifl pressed tiMei; 
udr iifithout pifkBig uff title had^ehnm, 

hdd the fdper to • Colodel PMdWoke^ ^Ii<) 
h«d now Ti^llted intohl^slidcn^ 

" O no ! no I Tha*'« too ibmchr mylail*- 
I w^^T read petitions- — Pd' ^ooAer^giye half- 
susnmn at any titne than i^ad a p^fitioo.' 
. " But, sir, thife is not' i^ petition . w . . . . 
indeed, sir> lam not taheggdr * • ^ 

« What is it thbn ?-^Heydaly ! »a Wl!-- 
Then you're worsetban ahogg*?-i-^€ittn1- 
a dun ! in thfe puWic rtteets, at y«iir li»e 
€f life ! You lit^ rewSBj, why wkt viB 
you come to brfore you are youi: fether's 
age? '•-—The hoy sigbed~*Mf,'' punw^l 
the colonel, •* I ^ere to serte you J^t» ' 
should giw you a good h^SBeiwhiffiag-* 
Bo you see tibi* whip ?" ' 

« I do, sir," said the hoy ; « Imt— " 
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^rHi^t i<^ ? JQU itml^oA little dim !-- 

' . ^SJify^fiiUi^>ii^ dying," ^^M 
buv^tjo^ ilit«[ tcfars^ ^^ wd' tve Jmve no money 
to buy him bread, <Hr any. tUng;'' 
. ^Sttru4(^lliy4;b(es6 iiw 

th9 p9|l^ froDft tine boy« and lookit^ hastily 
at Idb^ JiQt^^iid tide of the UU» tead— 
" Twelve pdnndffi fewteeiir— JiAii. White, 
wcrt^r.'^—TV I know of; tio sueh perani !— 
X.lia^ no deafingft wth wfavers^ chiid,'^ 
said the. oobnd iMghing — -^^ My name^s 
]Pe9nh^]M>r*C!4oKii€i Penibrake* - 

•♦ Colonel Pegibrake-^f-yea^lBiA the very 
perKm Mr. C3o0e: the tailor sent .me to ! '* 

'* (^Iq^ the tailor I:. I>^-^ the rascal : wa.s^ 
it ]^ sent you to dun oie?'^£Mr this trick 
he 4ilia)i Bot^ see a^Air&ii^ of my money this 
twelremonth. Yoa may tdl him so, you 
Kttk Wiining hypocrite .WAnd, hark you ; 
the ^t^t time you come to me, take care to 
oemt witir a better story^-Jet your father and 
molihar and six bKotbers «id sisteia he all ly- 
ing iU of the ftiTer*-*do you understand ? " 

He tore the bill into hits as be spoke, and 
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companions laughed at this opermiMi^ ftni 
lie AoetifMisl^r called it ** p«wteiBg n^ JLniL" 
Tfaay rodb>aff tv^tHetPstrk m :]ri|gh 4finte; 
and the poor ko^ fkkeA up liik hHi^4tmm 
dud tetnmed hoDi^ . Hisbonie-^fK^iiiailDe 
in MoarfirldsfalMit ite^nUe^diBtMft tr«n 
^^ gay p«ri dT'the to^ » Aa ti»»dnldlad 
not eaten jh^ thing that maimngv ^ ^^ 
feeble, and gvew &int as' Ke^ Waa- uiw i hg 
GoTttt Gai:deBv (He sat^fcw k mjpoii <1mi 
obmer of a stage ^BoMrsl? < ^ < . 
<« What are you dciiiig ifaeiv?'*' ened) 
snrlj man^ puBing him up' by 1^ iaa; 
'' What business^haDe you knbgiiig'a^lA'! 
tering here, bveakie^i iriy ibeiBit bali^snl?" 

^ I di&nolineaa to dO'in^>iM01li^-*^rBii 
mC I<»teriEag;» idAeed^ sir^^^rw^jri wsiik)' 
sttd t}ie boy» '^'adidinnigejt" •('' i:< . 

• ;«eOsan^'l.;i<raBge8} ftieilUiiiaaiaiigeftr 
orted «» wMlan, rolling hor jbatMtv^ frii 4f 
fine.firuit* towardaifaiBi;^ ^^if t^Wtfe « tw* 
pefttb ia d^f ^ODUd^ yMiiea»1t do tt^terllMi 
take mm oi dK99<fiite)ixpe>^aaAran|^ 

; '« I ham nbt UhdiptiMelpem^ 
v^orld," said the bovi* • 



»I7 
your wsistooat pocket ? " said the^wam^i 

k^ jb^e jfcp^liiiy &th^, iii;hod& jja^ «ad isaat^ 
it; ^p^iKq tl»aii } 4o.'' . j- . 

only two-pefif^^-haad k wUl/d^ .you gcmLrr^ 
V^ ffOfjt^ y#uf io^ «f .if you Minted it fondly 

4^ ^^ tHni^g awiiy tfrwi. the! tomptiog 

hand. ' ^ _ • 

'' Here, I've «i^v4d thei babavA^t bit^iind 

^trMiM^ lir^Xaee ; sit ye.'d^imy cUid/ tind 

iWA jf^tf^MoSiM^eat thii/' «aad <he> pfifking 

into his hand half a ripe orange ^liiJih he 

^ « 71ia9^ ^¥irTf^tro4 :blasa ^oa, l^iir I^ 

How good it is — But," said tb«r«hild^ ttkiy- 

.,p|Qg.^|^f^i4^ta$jt^thcfsfi»e^ am 

carried it home to father, who is ill ; and 



what A treat \t irbatk'heko Um U-t^'keeg 
Ihewst" ■•'■ ■' •••■ • 



'Wv>inaB. ^ Btit'llI'^It yba'wiurt you slian 
doi— take tmSs hdnie i^youf faflkfr, wMchis 
a better one by haljf-^t^ni sure it imL dobim 
gclod—- 1 neVt^lr ki^i^w a n^cmna orange do 
iabltoriiafijlS^aii f 

4 •. • ■ ' • , • * • \ ' ' • '.' .■,.'* J 1 "^ i ' "* ^ »^ * ' * "** * " ' 

. The bby tbiaiiked tiie |ood; womaii txA 
the gardener; ias oiily those can thank, %iM 
havd' felt^ what it is t6 heih iabsolut^ -Want 
When he ^>«»s l^B6y^, kvid able lo'y^idl^' lie 
puriStted his wi&y h^^: Hk'ittuM}^ i^ 
watdiii^ for hini iii^ tiy 'streetr(l6oF; ' '• 

"Weii, Jpliii/inydelee, \^hat iie#sy lias 
hepaidus?'*- •'-■■■^ -" '-' •-- <y--''i- '■ 

Ilie lk>y AooOkliM " ' ' '-3'^> 

Btad bis mother, Wipiilg the '^tft^deW 
her forehead. " •' 

** Biit look, iiiother,! have 
whi<^ ^e getatimaiii iltiialiB^ iii« » b^^, 
linew to mc." ' ■^^'''"' *'• ■•••■*•". 

« Rub «itii i1^ lor<^'io tlie^akiA^No 
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'. * • • - ; 

■ .../. ' •• 

yoit t^p xcp ta your&l^^ bs^ tell him the 
brawl is coming m n minote.** 

" Doo'lt mil,, for you're in^t aUe/mother; 

d^nN;]iun7.M,**8%i4the^V^9 ealliitg; aft^ 
hef^^ttid hmdui^^^^^^ << See» I 

tiave this for father whilst vqui are away.** 

He dambered i|p three fl^hts of dark, 
nairdw, brokei^ staiir§; fo the ropm in, which 
hi6 fitther lay. liie door hung by a idngle 
lai^r^nd the child had scarcely strength 
enon^ to mete it out o^ t}ie hqUpw in the 
deeafed floor into^ which H had sunkr He 
p;i*^^ it opei^v w^ as posoi- 

bl^ just, far eno\igh i^ <seep, jm. 

JLietthoie. ftrbcar to follow hiii, ifrhese 
fine feefings can be moyed <nily )^y.i»mftu. 
tie el^aitt scenes of ;cUsbW8,ii^l^Q8e 4«^te' 
sewibijity sfeijtnj^s |^ tjie jreypltipg «ght 

nmumoe, no stage enect to be seeq, no^ 
iKM«ie;l«ii^^9^ b9 hiBMd-y^no^hi^g to 
dwna the imMmi»taon---«y to *b- 

gngt the senses. ",:,«.;• 

, Thfe vjioift >WM ,|» .4jffk.: thiit upon iirst 



one object it < m <tl i * lfl«< r. rth d' iio«. we, 
t().))f^o «|!iupi9,(itfir«(q9[h«9it, .«anM pa*WUy 
l)9jn^. e9v)fK]|^ t«» /teatv^.mttVfk mmit i fi . ia 
^isj^n-et., ,Tbere:irei|ertlwfiifelw£kiatii^ . 
one «^. vvl)icl|^,,)4>«. n<^ •«<»».■• !•? i ^^GmM 

U|^. bay i<i l^be J^»^«9r lX»x^ 

4W and ypW-Htqrt Jwd,.- i«Ji*ed-^t«? til 
the very hajur:h($ it»s |db(» iU. .Ij^ dtat^ 
tie now lay idfe UpW th0 IcwK^. .. A girM 

at tW fofH 9^ M^;)>^>:fi]iMh«if sfgik, 'p\m 

...'' O Anne! hQy^j4mf9t»k»iX AuAidl'' 
SjfHd It^ HttJ|e liiioth0r«i«»l^lie lAalkftd.PFiiAea 

,.;«.^ftl^ yott^^Jwrtugliti us .«^)^>«*iiigri^" 
Ayl}|^ef»»»d 4)e;. ^dou'); J«y JVrliaid^/qrlM 
father should hear you.*' .> >, .; ... ,ni :- / 
: The.l^tt^d })ie0r in^A kw^vaMidlittat 
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: ,fn8pe^aiiWiiifd««rr IteaotMleei^'' and 
his father. '^ So* you are come back as yon 
.w«rt<?/* .'.•>* .■.'••». 

«^ N«f fatbeiv not ^te .... there's Wead 
eomiJil^ lor 3^1/* 

*^. Criire me sf me more ifater, Anne, ix 
my mouth is quite parched." 

sTike UtiU^ hoy cut his orange in an in- 
stant, and gaTe a pieee of it to his father, 
teUing him afr the same time how he came 
by it. The sdek man raised his hands to 
Heav^en, and blessed the poor woman nvho 
gaTe it to him. 

<'0 how I kve her ! and how I hate that 
€rael> unjust, rich man, who won't pay fiither 
fas ail the hard ^oxk he has done for him!'* 
cried the child: ** How I hate him !" 

^ God forgive him i "* said the wearer. 
^* I don't know what will become of you all, 
when Vm gone; and no one to befriend 
you-*K)r even to work .at the loom. — ^Anne:^ 
I think if I wa^ up . . « . " said he, rnasing 
himself. • • • f^l could still contrive to do a 
little good^" 

^ Deav &ther, dcwi't t|dnk of getting up; 

p 6 



ihe best you ^an do for us, ifi to lie s^wd 
takerett." 

'' Re«t I-^I can take no rert, Am»^ 
Rest ! there*s none for Mie ill' tbU %^d*- 
And whilst I'm in it, is tioi It my du^ to 
-work fcMT my wife and chUdrea ?-^-Reacli 
me my clothes, and Pll get up."* 
- It was Tain to. contend wfkt him, when this 
notion seized him, that it wlus his duty to 
work tin the last. All opposition frcMed 
and made him worse ; iso that his daughter 
and his wife, even froin affection, w^e foteed 
to yield, and to let him go to the loom, vA^n 
his trembling hands were scarcely able to 
throw the shuttle. He did not know how 
weak hk was, till he tried to walk. As he 
stepped oujt of bed, his wife came in witii a 
loafof bi-ead in her hand*--at the imex- 
pected sight he made an exclamation of joy; 
sprang forward to meet her, but fdl xxfm 
tlie Boor in a swoon, before he oauld put one 
bit of the bread which she broke for him in- 
to his mouth. Want of sustenance, the 
having been overworked, and the constant 
anxiety which preyed upon hi« spirits^ had 
reduced him to this deplorable state of \is'eak. 
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^ Wbra be fee^eied his seases; hb 
wiS^ showed him his little boy eating ti huge 
pi«se;of.braad--:-fihe alfio ate^ and made 
jAkUM iCat bffi^ie himj to relieve his mind 
fMMA that dmd;Whicb had seisied it — and 
xiot mthout )M»e reacton^^hat he should 
see iirnvife iand (^hUdren starve to death. 

** Y(m ftld, fiithev, thereVno danger for 
to-day," said' Anne ; " and to-morrow I shall 
"be paid for my. plain-w<H:Jc, and then we 
slialldo* very well £oy a few days longer; 
and; I date say in that tiofte Mr. Close the 
tailor will receive some money from some of 
tbo great' many ri(^ gentlemen who o#e 
him so much ; and you know he promise 
that as soon as ever he was able he Would 
pay ius." . - 

•With sudi hopes, and the remembrance 
of mxh promises, the poor man's spirits 
eouldnot be much raised: he knew, alas! 
how little dependence was to be placed on 
them« As soon as he had eaten, and felt 
his strength revive, he insisted upon going 
to the loom : his mind was bent upon finish-* 
ing a pattern, for which he was to receive 
five guineas in rc^tdy m^mey — he worked 



THE DtlflfiCrX 
ek, lie Mid^ ibr tkui^ "^ fltoiking m¥^ 

dhet^im • f4f the^^Mmg as ^wSk 48 dife 
dicmiiig. We ate much eMoeme^'iliit 
we eattMil; f<Mr <lie fldvftlitage<)f p<M3tarity, 
feebrd'aiijr «f the iimilinb^raMe good things, 
which undoubtedly were' uttered fey flds 
toio. Mten the newtsprapeM of the day ooiild 
speak only iti gen^r^I pain€gyi$fe. ' > The ]^ 
bability, however, is^ that the colonel deser- 
y^ tl^ praii^ liiat were Iitf^hed' ujkm his 
fuanner of fiupporting his ' chainsuBter. No 
itML was ^ better at^uaiuted than Miusdf 
with all those anecdote of uiieu of £»hioD| 
which could illustrati;' tlie spendthrift sys* 
tern. At least fifty times he had repeated, 
and always with the simie gtee, the re^ly of 
a great charicter to a creditor; wh<^ upon 
being asked whm his botid debts w«re likdy 
to be paScI, answered, '^ On tStk^- dfey of 
judgement.* 

Probably the admir«tion, wkfck lMikA 
similar ifellies of wit have excited, oMt 
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iuivepMdiiMd « Strang dedke iuitfia aimdi 
of Bsaayv yo^&g men ^^ qorit^ te petfiMH 
mniilar &ate ;. «iid tVdugb tlie nun of ia&ii^ 
neiajble pcKiQ? esedit^s may be the ooade- 
qiieiice^ that ^U not mtely he deraied by 
a oertaiii eiafia of rea0O]Mr& WiNTtliy of a mo* 
'meat'iEt n^reti or even a momentTs 'tbougbt 
Pe»mifi of t^der cdneeimoea may perhaps 
be sfaod^ed at the id^ oi eommitttng i^jttis* 
tiee and cruelty hy starving their ereditors^ 
but the$r may strengthen thdr minds by 
t4dking an enhu-ged political view of the 
subject. 

'lii is ' dbviouS) that whether a hundred 
guineas f be in the pocket of A or B, the 
total sum of the wealth of the nation re* 
mains the same; and whether the enjoy- 
ments of A be as 100, and those of B as 

9 

--ror whether these enjoyments be equally 
divided between A and B, — is a matter of 
no importance to the political arithmetician^ 
because in both cases it is obvious that the 
total sum of national happiness remains the 
same. The happiness of individuals is 
nidtMi^ compared with tiie general mass. 
And if the individual B should fancy 



4bM4f^ Ami ilwui^ tbe bq^^ratM oC B is 

eiiety liAag t* b|ipr*'t)te- piditicfiNi of ^srani 
taket wuK.wd isepliat^ that iM^iihaerratioii 

ittM^.wliok.flocietf k. IW <49«»t am WR 
A»|l ;i|| B;i»Biedifit^ Moede t^ tUs.posk 
tko^: iMd riNilf .aakitlmmblj, wlielflMs ^ 
gtfod of the 'ivjbple be not made i^ of tibe 
I^MkI af tbe pavte — and nvlieilier. m a fart 
he have not some right to his^hare ai giwd 
;^'^<d»e dextemiB logioal , aji&inetician an- 
awer9^ that JB is totally out x)f the <qiieati0ii« 
becanuB B is a jicgaitirve .^joatititji.ia tiie 
equaifcioBL : Ami if ohakiimte B, atill em- 
Qai¥k« litaiaelf aggrieved^ drafts Ui this 
total annihUalaon of himaelf arod luBiotaF- 
catsy and aal^s why the .'lot af i axtanttian 
shauld not faU upon theilebtariCi» at men 
npan: the alc«latdr hiiBflf}£;^]3y.trhataier 
letter of the alphabet he hi^nieiia *a hedk* 
«%n6d^ &e cflilcnlatac amat Ivik. his Immk 
and anawr-^^iy : tiung he fjkfnm iffi^|i. 
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J dQ»'l)k^!m^w ^kns M,% vkmak below 
the dignity, of A ipUbkn^hte/ TMs J^pn- 
jimlf w]^pHAw:f^,iAt'BM^, ftfaMnMnt* of 
what is really the case, but as a popuhfiMi 
giiiaejit agliiMt ^Utdeal 80{d^^ 

Q^Aomi Sembi^e, notrnthstaiidiag lof 
«iiMess at Mi8% York's mas^MHrade fai hia 
ehtraeter oTa Jst>eBdllu4ft^ eoi]}d mt by.bn 
utmost wit afid'^addroM aiidrfy w aSesce JUa 
iBifertiaieiit tailerw \Mr. .Close: abttdkitely 
refitted to give farther credit^ wtthofnt ftA 
liudbie eotasiBciktien!; soflrfina edoBfl was 
ei>n|dBedi to ^ass Us" b(«id'£Mr^tbdrv«Md 
$»» ..wiOTk» me rdbdmedy^ wUf^ iwaa^^lk|r 
pounds more than was' strictl/dilfl^ m rnHii 
t^.toiMQfuBrvritk'ihGtBtlorSorii^ c^ 
leedy ^Il[ualey4^ * WJien- thcf ImA mns- JGm^ 
is%itod^;flealBd^r mfl [ dd&^JJMadt' 'Md fCbai 
linidiueedftbd fnk wiaardr^a bzlL' r . ^ // '* 

antUfiisgrbittft^r^t^I ki* iba% aeliffiritiNq' 
9€taki lo*^cML ab0ttt ;sh1i iittDie^««4]M aa idd 
aBMettlJagranaftcmat^ii iirt caathis' Whilxl 
tte Mmrei4a«o.'inetahedlJ9fOQK; ^Idiafi liedb 
MBie: rf ihiit fiiMiljii arfe isifh lav ^mkif dm 
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of my life duimiiig me to fet me jbo speak 
abaat their little demand ••..." 

; <« Wlio 19 t)M8 White?!' fiaiaMnFte- 

^vYott T^ooUect 'the . el^nat i^vaiatc^ 
{iattera of MfMch you .a^ter«!:ai4Bi beipgfat up 
the idiole pieoe^ lest it Should become, pan- 
mm aiid inilga]^ ?7^thi^ W^te, ^ms . tbe 
wearevy fiom whom ive got it."* 

'< B]es9. me ? . why.thati's, tKp yctan i^ : 
i tiipoght ihal ^elkrv waa p^iJMg a0ei!'' 
: ^ No^iii^e^rl ivriu9kheliad;.£v.her^ 
})eea the tonnent . of my }i$p this many a 
iponOi— I Jiei^ ^w poDfle m^ , eago. ahoot 

V* Bi|t why dp yoia. femploj^^ a^ 
|ieedy«Keaktwpm ea|i,,j« ^e^pect 

%Hl; to he dvjai^JdYmY.i3^^ 

dibrMictiradar iBstaoee;, IM^ 'd# Wlut^ at 
d awfc t maii^ ttfid in a very gaed wa;^ ftr 



to ^tik/ "Ibt^^'u' W«^ ik>t ft fitttlMil^ 

now. 

<* Whtt lini^ewr^liad k Mo# 6l^ Ins sori 
to dxink ? ^ sWukl leave that tat la&kMeU 
tetk,^ Mi 66lohei '- Feiitlroie; ktighiBg. 
« Xhinldng^^ too' gvetft ' it ^leiisiU« ^ « 
weKTet*. The driihkeii tttMAfa laioii^y ia 
saferiii my handle' tell fiiii, ithiodt in Idii 
own* 

tit^ si Tandbbi, ^ not 'hivlft^ the lAighteat 

grbnndis for fai^'insinuktiou, Hhift tins pd(^ 

weaW' Kafl' niin^ Maoti^ }ff ianXBk&me86. 

** Upon my w<»cd, nr," snd Clbte; tettiiet* 

ii^, '^m U ittyndt'!^'4difnikettlMl^ 
{at faiy^Vtiiaj^'l ^ooW poai^ely— ^ purely 

aarmiBbct lA^Bi^t'he ikn easef, ftmn 1& 

bavfni imeit Stitonttjh ctii^^ is m 

tihajt lie hiiiii iiioncy doe to- liftn n^hieh hfe 
caaiiol g^'-pMc^ «M tb(ai t^ 

'• lb. > ■ '■ s' -^i ' T »' ' r» . ~- . . . ' t . ■ ' '. ^ • ■ .' 1 
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fftiHtmm imm\r4mhmtinBg this .link jng» 
gestion, and actually took up the ^vetfm^ 
Mai«ifIii«oimitlteiiti«ir«C pi|^ itf f ^t 
Ik jQOvUtelefltiiatiMfcd^iiU iwit ffafe rady 
BMVMy b* bad in l«i9|)o<ieet<fit Ao&etr. ift< 
#qp[^»8aM« (Odeasiott $ iar be matt mUtge i to 
gp |a(J%i»dh<ei^4 titttnil^i; s^fci oootf«t«l 
IM bpTiMnnty. by. yqtomwtodibg it to .Hft 

Close to pay White and have dtme witb'bnk 
ri f^Xf ysK-M b>m <bm» tbb taaoKsf foa 
IfPfiWi. IFOfi im' prit iltdMNt 4a aky aaeoai^ 
f» la^ A<t»evi|«M|6imtr of it -eli'ibe badt 
#«)i9il*inAc.f.Iii ata*t» M^le it-M yMiriH 
bwtilet nitf^ beat Mjn^qdMWt lb ' Lbaw 

^ hmm to tfWBk of JBOb tliflffD'; Pwd 

,• r JAi^ (Jlos^riQii &rrfiNi«t bafritighiiyrigtai. 
j^»..«li cwH^lyiig .*itib ;tiid'«dl<nKf ff.M> 

sible that he could pay Mr. White tOk he 



he niigltt •iMt WpcrtiMd'iAkdchefi^ 

nrart, #M* tfamt'A^'r^aif/^ Atfi}' Hot l^tt^a 

think tf *««?« ij;^. ' ; ' ' / ^; ' '• '"* 

For ^fvaot «f this t^e^ rf v«likii tieHtbdt* 

the AuliHMljMe ccAmmI trar ' lad f^hrtiXIfii 

tulor had leitaie ko t\Mt, ' Hie yioe VeaVd' 

and Mir vrho^d &&i^ win; iMu!^= tb tli4 

last^ decree 6f httmati taneryi-^fo 'ibi^ltrte' 

&iB$ne; Thetnfo hid (iitertcd Mmseff 't& 

the utaiost 'to^'inl^'a'pa«t^ni/^<««i)^'Itirir 

heeft ''bespoken fis a tradeffiaiii '\^' pre^' 

miseft upwn ' Ae: Mivbiy'iff' it to -^jr liitt^ 

five gukieasfb'hMd; ThU inbitev he-' t«t; 

eeiv4d t b«it'fi)(it- gvdneas of it ulre^e dtt& tv 

hi» kudkrtd' for teal of bis '^inrctcfred' gtfrrfefc, 

and' the remainiBg ffninea was ifivitfed^bdi^ 

t^^neenthe bftker, to vrhcta ati oM*MH -witf 

daT!^'rftei*C(kild •cAml)y tr^ and 

they ^ete kh<m« t* Ite ' so liiietabljr pbor 



t}u)t Hjxc fj^iHhfitjvai^ik'in.iid ^ Was to 
troBt then wUh idiiiirmNski ^flft jiit tJiniHM 
not. lye .xe^i^ei;«it£dirv r iBwUk^^ lA mdi i( 
4^ pUce*af I^K liy^ ia^i^i^ oould At be 
expec^ted that they 8boi]Jb4/^|it#^ ji^^sk 
OHjb t]^f t^. hfi|u|l(Sf^ :d^ic^% idfm ?-r^The 
^{Mowt toii^hom tbe hova^nhalRiii^ )^« 
eWTy ;it Jfiist ^ptfrnxn^^thcm w«rk 4&wa 

Aime to cany hpvie jtibe wf»k.;|is soqa a« it 
^asf fwiifih«d, ; w4 tp < w^t. ^ 9e? the :bdy 

ti^i ^e^;a6 <.4i^-^^ /^^ ^wy^^bCMW* Anne 
]:9flpl:r0d t^ itake this a^v^t: jft^^ she 

9fU7i^ h(H)^ heT(Wdrk t(^»tl|ei jilai^t^t^ch 
she wasi^diridct^^. her h^art alfM^ fittled 
^;, finr she famid Mr8*^|0an$er Uv^ ia 
«il«h a jt|ai|flkfoine hoiue^ <that Jt^^^^wi^ lilttk 
cjmi^iB^ of(a,pqoi^^l.h(e]B|j;tadjpd^ed by the 
servaut^s .farther thtux;ikp halMoor <»:.the 
kitchf n. The ladyi, hfVffrer^ htagfea^d to 
be jti9fc coc^ng opt qi her pa^cioiur at the 
moment the hall-door waa ofened for Aaae ; 
and she bid her come, io, and show her 
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watkp^-^fipl^dved 0f it^^p*eoimiiended ber in- 
dudti^'^-i-aeflc^ he^ BW^si ^jpie&tions about 
her fiMBottyT-^iieelned to he tmifelied* with ccwr^ 
paiscdoii by Amfe'il aMOuiit of their ^tires^ 
~-aiid After' pbyii^g what ^he had charged 
he the work, fiixt balf-a*^nea ibto her 
haii4 and' bid her ^1 the next day, wbaa^ 
she hoped that she should be able to do 
sdmetfaijig mere for bed:: This fmexpeeted 
boumty, and the kindness of voice and look- 
with wtneh- it was aetSoBip^tii^d, had such 
aa effect upm the^ |KK>r girl, that if die had 
not oai^ht hold q{ »ckmr to support heiv 
self she would faav^ Sitok to/tbe grounds 
Mrs. Carver immediflitely made her sit doim' 
-^" Q madam ! l*ni well> quite well ubvr^ 
it. was uothiug««^ol)ly feurpnse,"* said she^ 
bursting into tears; ^^ I beg your pardon 
lor this foolishness*'— but * it is'Oiily because'^ 
Fm wester to-day than usual, for want of 
eating.'' 

^' For v^nt of editing I my poor child ! 
H^w she trembles ! she is weak indeed^ 
and must not leave my house in this con^-* 
tion.**' . 1 . 



hfssl Carver rang tlie kll, and orAesii n 
glM of wine : l^i Amr. wm dSnoAto ijtaA 
it, <tt <lie w» not used to wine, -htA te she 
koew that it would afibct her h^ if die 
dnmk 'witbiut ea^g. When the' htij 
fiund that ^ j-^wsed tb^ wine^ dbe did 
Aot prsGB^ it,: but iiisiisted tt^M Her eating 
MiDelliiiig. ^ ■- ' : 

■ *^0 Madam!'* said the poctr giii^ Miti* 
long, Icmg indeed, sitiee t kavb' i^atea sa 
heartily ; add it is almost a flhaibeiror.ine 
to fitay^ dating sudbi daintids, nmiien my & 
ther and mother ^re aill the^WhUb in die 
Way they are. But Fll ram home mdi Ae 
half*gimea> ' and-*tdl them liow' good yoa 
hftvehe^ii, and they will be 80 * jogrful and 
so 'thinMiI to y<w ? My mndier i*ill come 
heiiself, I'm sure, With me to-momw mom* 
iiig^-«She:'cmr thank' you ao muc^ better 

Aaii Ica»r.'-'^ - ' ' / -' ^ ' ■' 

Those only who have known the ejttteae 
of Wantjcan iiwagine the j*y mA gtatktfde 
with which the half-jguinea'was^Tecdved hy 
tYA^'poaniiiimly. — Half^a^guinea f-MIdkmel 
Pembroke spent six half*guineas this veiy 
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lay in a fruit-shop, and ten times th{i(( sum 
^t a jeweller's on seals and baubles, for 
nrhich he had no manner of use. 

When Anne and her mother called the 
next morning to thank their benefiractress, 
she was hot up ; but her servant gave them 
a parcel from his mistress : it contained a 
fresh supply of needle-w^k, a gown, and 
sonrie other clothes, which were directed for 
Anne. The servant said, that if she would 
call again about eight in the evening, his 
lady would probably be able to see her, and 
that she begged to have the work finished 
by that time. The work was finished^ 
though with some difficulty, by the ap- 
pointed hour; and Anne, dressed in her 
new clothes, was at Mrs. Carver's dow just 
as the clock struck eight. The old lady 
was alone at tea ; she seemed to be well 
pleased by Anne*s punctuality ; said that 
she had made inquiries respecting Mr. and 
Mrs. White, and that she heard an excel- 
lent character of them ; that therefore she 
was disposed to do every thing she could to 
serve them. She added, that she '' should 

VOL, II. ' Q 
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soon part with her own maid, and that per- 
haps Aime might supply her place.** No- 
thing could he more agreeahle to the poor 
girl than this proposal : her father and ino- 
ther were rejoiced at the idea of seeii^ ber 
so well placed ; and they now looked for- 
ward impatiently for the day when Mn, 
Carver's maid was to he dismissed.- In the 
mean time the old lady continued to empky 
Anne, and to make her presents, sometimes 
of clothes, and sometimes of money. The 
money she always gave to her parents ; and 
she loved her " good old lady,** as she always 
called her, more for putting it in her power 
thus toi help her father and mother, than 
for all the rest. The weaver*s disease had 
arisen from want of sufficient food, £rom 
fatigue of body, and anxiety of mind ; and 
he grew rapidly better, now that he was re- 
lieved from want, and inspired with hope. 
Mrs. Carver bespoke from him two pieces 
of waistcoating, which she promised to dis- 
pose of for him most advantageously, by a 
raffle, for which she had raised subscriptions 
amongst her numerous acquaintance. She 



o 
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sxptefised great , indignation, when Anne 
bold her how Mr. White had been i^uned 
by parsons i^ho would not pay their just 
debts ; nxtdi whm she knew that the weaver 
was overcharged for all his working matet^^ 
xials^ because he took them upon credit, she 
generofusly offered to lend them whatever 
ready moxiey might he necessary, which she 
said Anne might repay, at her leisure, out 
of her wages. 

^ O madam T said Anne, *' you are too 
good to us, indeed ! too good ! and if you 
eduld but see into our hearts, you would 
know that we are not ungrateful." 

•* I am sure, that is what you never will 
be, my dear," said the old lady ; *^ at least 
such is my opinion of you." 

*^ Thank you, ma^am ! thank you, firom 
the bottom of my heart ! — We should all 
have been starved, if it had not been finr 
you* And it is owing to you, that we are 
so happy now-~^uite different creatures 
from what we were," 

^ Quite a different creature indeed, yea 
look, ehUd, from what you did the first day 

q2 
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iMWyott* TiHdMiroW my 6fim nini gMv 
•ad you nmy eame at tn o'd«clc; ^asd I 
liopewe shall agree recy tndl together— 
you'll find me an easy imstiM^ iod I sudBi 
AO doubt I shall always find ymi the gocd 
IpeateAd girl you seem t0 be.** 

Amie was imj^ient fiir the niMMSt 
when she wsatoeBter iBto tiMrjorvioesf 
her hene&etress ; and idie lay awake half 
the night, considering hmr she Aonld ever 
be able to show suffieient gadtude* As 
Mrs. Carver had often ^e&pressed bet diesiie 
la have Anne look neat and saarf^ dke 
dressed hersdf as well as she fiessihiy oooUi ; 
jOld wh&x hsx poor fatha: and mottor took 
leave of her^ they could not hel^ dbserviai^ 
as Mrs. Carver had done the day be£u^ AsA 
^ Anne looked quite adiffi^ent creature fiiom 
Wbat she was a &w week^ ago/" She was^ 
iriieed/ an exti?efnely pretty gbl; but we 
ueed not stop to rd«^ all i^ fond piaisei 
tliat w«i« bestowed upon her beauty by her 
partial parents. Her littib bnsllier Jafau 
was notiA home when she wu^gpmg^mvf; 
be was at a catpenter'a Am jat the ndidi* 



Idhngfld t9^ HuA good-tiatured «rai^e^ 
woman who gave htm tke Mtage tx Idif 
ItAek. Aame taUed at lihe carpenter^s 
limpto take leave of her 1«other. The 
iroman was there waiting for her harrMr~' 
ateiaol^ fsnestly at Anne when ilie en* 
lMwri> aad then wfaitpwrf-to the boy, ^1^ 
ibai jmt mbiTf^'^'^Yw,'^ said Hie boy, 
^ and as good a sister she is as erm wM^ 



» 



^ May )ie io^'' said the wmian ; ^biA^rii^ 
iCBot hkely to be good f<>r mudi long, itt. 
liKimy she is going on »ow^ 

*• What way 9 — ^what do yott >Meaa ?** 
4md Anao, infeuingViviently. 
. ^O, yon undervtaad me wA enon^;' 
though you lool^ so innocentw'* 

-^ I do Bot understtad you in &e least.** 

**Ko!— Why> ianotit you that I «se 
^w^ akftosrt ^fi^idi^ta that kmne in 
CfaiswelUtKet?'' 

« Mrs. Carrer's ?t— Ves.* 

** Mrs. Garver% indeed !** eried the wgk 
Mm, thfomng an ^rai^ peel from her witli 
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an air of disdain — ^^ a ptettf erase oA 
deed! astf I did net know 'hernam^ and 
an about her, as well as yoa do." 

^Do you?** said Ajuie r ^ then I am 
sui^you ksow one ^ the ^est womea m 
tSieworld.*' 

The wanton looked still tame ;esnBissdy 
tbas b^ire in Anne's' eonnteaaiiee^'Md 
then, taking boid of bdtir her haMk, ex* 
dbaimed—-* 

** You poor young creature ! what are jm 
ahtHrt ?^I do belbre you Ataflb kflow what 
y«fQ are aboiftt---if yon do, yeu4U;e'tiie^mU 
est cheat I ever kxdced in the het, Img u 
Pfefivedinthi8ebealag#sriMk^ .. «* 

*^ You frighten mytrister,*' And.the hoy---' 
^4a pmy tell her what yoii mean at eoce^ 
£»r look how pale «he turns.'* 

^^So much the beMer, Xar-iiow I hive 
good hope of her-->^Then to tell yota aSl at 
oilce— ntf matter how* I ^Br^futeti hes^ it'sibt 
her good — ^this Mrs« Carver, as ys«i tbi& ker, 
is only Mrs. Carver wiicn :d[ie wants to pass 
upon such M you. Imt 4 good .woman.'* ' •• 
; ''T'opau for a good woaaan r itfealad 
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AiasiB, with infiUgaatiou — ^'O^ sheis^ . she is 
& good womw— !ryoa do not know hex as I 



^ I know her rafjreal deal better^ I tell 

yaar-*if yoa cho9ae 9ot to believe me'^go 

your ways— go to your ruin— go to your 

atUKBie'-^ato your gravet*ras hundreds have 

ijQIie, by the.«aD[ie road^ h^oxe yoU.4— Your 

J^ts. Cjacf^r kcfejl^ two houses, and one of 

tbem is a bad house — and that's the house 

yoa'U soon go to^ if you trust to her*^Now 

yen know the yibde truth;" 

. The pow^l wjis shocked so mudb, that 

fbriseyeral miautes she could neither spsak 

nor think. As soon as 49he had recovered 

nMAmt presence of mind to consider what 

sbeslbuld db^ she de€]aare4 '' that she would 

that inst^t go hom^ and put on her r%s 

a^iin, a&dretu^ni to the wicked Mrs. Carver 

all tibe clothes she had given her." 

I ** But wlwt will become of us all ?— She 

has lent my father money— a great deal of 

money.^^How can he pay her ?-— O, I will 

pay her dl — I will go ii^to some h<mest ser- 

vio^ now I am well and strong enough to 
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io aay sort of hasd wwk, and God karts 
I ammUiag.'' 

Full of these resolutions, Anne huAioi 
hattie, intaidiiig to tdA faer ftthevand sm>* 
th» all tlmt liad hs^pewd; but they wm 
aMtiber af thraa .mtbin. Sha fleir to ikt 
Bustcass af the house> who hadlirai leeoah 
niaaded W to Mi«. €burvei^ aad teprbacM | 
her ta the most moraog .tenia whicu ihe 
agony af her mind ^anld siq^geat. Ha 
lanflady fiatened to her with aslkooishmeBii 
mther real or admiraUy well aff^t j d d b ' 
darecL tihat she knew ncj^ing ibmc of Jbs. 
Carver^ kirt that she livad in a Im^ Jae 
lmuie» and that she hadbaan 1^7 idiaritriile 
to some paor people in Montidda^^Aaft Aa 
bore the heat of diaiaeters^ and thaiif na^ 
ibsig cmild be said agpkttt her hoLhy m 
oraqge^waman, there was nojgceat reason ta 
believe such saandal. 

Ann^ now bc^an to think that tba«dMle 
of what she had heard might ba nftl»» 
hood, oramistakej on^tiijOaaentsbahhmiai 
herself for so easily auqiectibg m. person 
who had shewn her ao much kindaafla; bit 
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dieaM9Dt VBtniite ti» emphgtie wMb and 

twrnntg looksidT the woman leeorred ta Imr 

voad; Mad Atmagli tbejr were but tbe 

vodSs asbdl koioi dT «& Qraige-^vmiuai^ Ae 

«oiQU not iidp &ea£iig lliat there was sQBEi* 

tntb in ihcm. Thedoek strudc ten wkifat 

aiie«M» in this imeertainty. The wonuoi 

cC tin boose mged her to go without fbe* 

ihei^ttelay to Mrs* Carver's^ who woiild mw 

dmdbtedly be displeased by any want of 

{nnietuality ; bat Aime wi^died to wait foot 

iiae isettt.^ «£ her £ither and mother. 

^* Ikiffy will n0fe be back, either of them^ 
iheae tfatae hours ; for your mother is gone 
teliie other end cf the town about that. old 
bin w£ Cdionel Pembroke's, and your &thtt 
in fpone to bny some silk for weavii^— -hie 
toid me he should n6t be home before Aree 

Mo^ifithstaiiding these remonstraneeii^ 
Amie persisted in her resoluti0D~«he todft 
4)ff ihe clothes which Ae hml received from 

Ifo; .Gariitt, Mid piit on those whidi: she had 
bMi Med to. wear. Her.mother was muSi 
•Mpwsedy ndien ihe came in, to see her iik 

Q 5 
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tUs ctadition; aadnowonb en denAe 
her grieC wlien she heard IIk eaise diim 
change. She Matned hendf aevCTdgr & 
not'havhig made mquiries etmetmmg Ma 
€!anrer» befin^ she had goffimdlier dai^^ 
to 'aeeqpt of any pifoBentei fiMn ha ; and 
die wept bitterly, wfaeH she iwaUeetedlhe 
money which this woman had hat faerlnis* 
hand. 

**She will throw hhn mto jail, I am me 
she will — ^weshaU he^wMie'off a'tho^Basd 
times than erer we vr&e in oar woist dafS. 
The work that is in theleom^ hy whidh he 
hoped to get so mueh» isalldEar her^fodit 
wiU he left upon oar hands now ; and how 
are we to pay the wMian of this ImuaeAr 
thelodgings?. .0! I see H^ ecmiiGig 19SO 
us at ohoe,'' continued the poor wanian, 
wringing her hands. ^H^ that Csloaid 
Ptaotebks would hut let us have oiir own !--- 
But there Pve been aU themornh%hiiirfaBg 
laim out : and at last» when I did see hiiit 
he only sivore^ and saMlwe woedyi a.ftimfy 
df Aii?#, orsraiesudUnmiasBse* . Aadtiia 
he called after me fium Oe top of fab fiw 
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«tasx8^ jusfe to My^ that he had oxdered Close 

the tailcNT to pay us; and when I went to 

Mm, them waa xh satis&ctioa to be got 

from hiitt-~)iis fibop was &11 of Gust(»aers» 

and hie hustledme awayi giving meSox au^ 

trifei:, ihrat when Ck^el Pembroke paid 

haxn, lie would pay «% and no sooner.^-* 

Ah I these p wse-proud tradasfolk, and these 

spitrka c^ fashion, what' do they know of all 

wa Boffer ? Whkt do they care for us ? — 

It is &ofe for ehaiity I ask any of them — 

tmfy for what my own husband haa jusUy 

^arbesd, and hardly loikd for too ; and this 

I. caimofc get out of their hands.--r'If I 

eouU, wo might d;^ this wicked woman — 

Imt now we are laid under her feet^ and she 

mil trample us to death." 

In the midst of these lamentations, Anne's 
h^er came in : when he learnt the eause of 
them, he stood: for a moment in sQ^dee ; 
th^ snatdied ^gqeu his daughter's hand the 
toidle of clothes, whieh she had prepared 
to return to Mrs. Carver. 

^'Give them tome ; I will go to tins wo- 
man myself/' med he with indi^i^n: 



ai8 anBKBvns* 

M Aaae shall never uaaee met hec tBc^w&im 
thMe docxrs.'' 

^'Dear father,'" cmd t^ae, niwppiiighai 
aa htvmut out nf the door* ^^po^uipa kis 
4dl a nuat^e, do psay in^piire fix>m 8on»> 
ko% else before ymiq)eaktoMra.Oarvw-*- 
•ahelooka so^ood, flbe liaa hew ao Idud^ 
OB, I eanaot heBeve that ahe is mciii^ 
Do {ny inqiiire of a great many pecfk 
l^efine you knodc at the door.^ 

lie promised that h» would do «U Ijit 
dai^bter desired. 

With most impati^Dt anxiety -they ^dtted 
for his return : the time of hss ahamee ap- 
pealed iasupportahly loag, and th«y fdrmeii 
new &ars and new conjectures ev^^ w^taofc 
-Every time they heard a footst^ upon de 
stairs, they ran out to see who it was : satie- 
tames it was the landlad y jo a m rtwaes the 
lodgers or their viators — at last oone the 
parson the^leSiged to see ; but tibe moineitt 
tibey beheld him^ all their ftaiSs were eon- 
firmed He was pale as deaiftt rad hia^Ufi 
trembled with eonvulsiv^ molUm* He 
walked dslreotly up to his born, and^^wil 
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qplaahmg one syHaUe htgok i» adtllktvak-^ 
fbmbei woric Mt of it. 

'^^Wkataxeyouttbout, anyidetr?^ ctid 
M8in&« ^Coiiaderii4ntyi»ne^a^ 
iiBM woA of yours is Ihe only dependflHS 
«ve kvre in the weild." 

^ You hate nothing in iIbs fiorld tadb» 
p«nd upou^ I tell you^" cxaed ht^ eontiauii^ 
to cut out the VfA mth a hurried htoA*-^ 
^^ yott mnst not depend on lue-^^^you must 
mot depend on mywodk'-^I ishaU never ituim 
tins shuttle more 'wlalst I lilve^^think of 
me as if I was deiid**->to xaonrowl sbfll bo 
dbad to you~-I shall be in a jail^ and these 
nsmt he till carried out in my ooffin.--^HeiBei 
take this i«xrk just as it is to ovr hndlady-*-* 
demet me on the stairs^ and said Ae must 
Tame her rent directly — ^that wiU pAy hei>» 
m.paiy all I ean.«^As for the loom^ that); 
only hired — ^the silk I bought to-day iiSl 
pay the faire-^I'll pay all my debts to the 
mtermMt farthing, aafiir as I aiaable^-^ 
bit the ten gutoeali to timt wiehed wemnf 
I teitmolt:ipay--^fK>X tnust ^ in a jait^ 
Dlpii't (lQr»;A&iie;ido|L*t 4iyjso, my gofni ^l 
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-^jm/H teiejik my heart, wife, if ym&'tdoe 
Qtk M. Why! have'not we one aMtnfiKk, 
l3mt let us g0 out of tins wodd tAea we 
BMqr, or h0# we say, we flbaU go out of it 
kMesti haTing no one's rain to answer for, 
having done our duty to Ood and man, 88 
fii^ as we are aUe ?'^My clnld," contintied 
h^ eatduiig Anne in his arms, ** I have 
yoii safe, and I thank Ood for it.'' 

When this poor nuia had thus in an in« 
eoiM»ent manner given vent to his'fint 
Ibelibgs, he heeame somewhat more ' ocna* 
posed, and was able to relate all thirt had 
passed between lam and Mrs: Carver. Thb 
inqoiies whi<^ he made'bef(Nr6 he saW her 
8«fficiently confirmed the oiange-woixtttt's 
story ; and when he returned the presents^ 
yfAdfk Aojke had unfortunatdy reedhred, 
Mrs. Carver, with aK the audacity pla 
woitiaisi hardened in l^uilt, avowed her ptow 
pose and her ptofesdon~dedared, tiuit 
whiter i^orance and ivnocenoe Anne or 
iMr psomits might now find it cpnvenieni to 
nlFeet, die '< was sonfideiit they Iiad all the 
thne perfidy imcfer^toM what jdie iMs 
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alimity and thut she vwM set 1^ dii^ited 
at lltft^by aparoel of swindHug hypQ(^3loL" 
^WithihiMrrid impreeatioDS she then swoM^ 
that if Anne was kiqpt firwtt her die would 
liaTe. Yeiigeaiice---aiid that her yengeanee 
should know no bounds. . The e^ent showed 
that these were not empty threats*— the 
very; next day she sent twp baUififs to arrest 
Anne^s father. They met him in the 
sta^et, as he was g<nng to pay the butt br- 
ibing he had to the baker« The wvetdied 
nan in Tain endeavoured to move the ear 
of justicet by relating the simple truths 
m$. Carver was rich-her viistim wiw pw. 
He was committed to jail ; and he entfsred 
his prison with the firm beli^ that th^efae 
must drag out the remainder of his days^ 

One faint iLope remained in his wi&ls 
heart^fihe imagined that if she eould bet 
prevail upon C!olonel Pembroke's servatttsi 
either to obtain for her sight of their mm^ 
tests or if they would carry to him a letAci^ 
eontaining an exact account <tf her distless^ 
he would iptmediatdy pay the fourteMi 
poend% which had been so loi^ due/ With 



lUb^iAmtf A» (OBoid elitafai ber iwEtaidGk 
ISkml^adAt fiBMndiA m^ ^ l» 

JmnkI* wrote tfie.fel^Mn.— *** Ak, aodKr!* 
Mdli^ <<^Hh9etk.tOeloodtail»fa 
tnU md it-^be will tonr it te fvsoes, jb ht 
iid4mt llitft I emaed haaa lidbre.** 
. ''I cam Imt tiy,** Biid die; «< I isniwt 
IpdKevii tluufc any gendeman is m erad, and 
w iuvi]8t--^he muit nd wfflfaf w win 
ba^lomis ^e wliole trodL"* 

Cdbndl PeiD(brafce:ifvwdsm n a bvaf; 
tOige taa gmit diimer att the GnmB and 
Amik^ taVoivu (^ of Pembrdce^ ip^ 
^ompmimis had caUed^and wis in the 
ii^fng; &r faim. Itvaaatifaiattaiupiffl^ 
Hxm ^hat Mis. WHte ardTed* Her peti* 
ti«i ^jeiii^iit a£&rt ahii^t^^^xefn^ 
take fiom her ]bQi^4«t ; tot.8t latf ay^ 
IrAmw the ecdmdhad laldylvou^ £r^^ 
iMiatiy^aiid wh0h«d^tiier mmemtmAMe^ 
in§$ <4>r leas ac^usmcl ipo^er of eqmtoeatn^ 
thim l^&ll<n9e,^(9M«atedie«airyi9 Iha 
jp0liti«i, wluai be fliotild, aslieeKpeetei^ be 
Qftttfld by Ufi aMAtar jto-w)poi!t the stetM^ 
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fayourite Borae tli«t was ddk. WbsbiM 

moKBcd; And'wliett t^ heiUh «f Ihelxnt 
had beem ttaxioiidy iaqinred inl*, tbe U 
Mith txMmtiy avltmitdMis fomtchdi lib 
head^ and laid'tfae jetton btfioce Uf '«ia0» 
ter^ teying-^^' £&r^ ibflie-s^ a poor wmmk 
beloir waltiag frran answif ; aMl ifm ha 
vrbat she says is tru6^ as I take it %&ib^ *iii 
enoiigli te Ueak mek heaft/' • ! - 

^ Yaur &eart» my M» ia Mt seasaMdliil 
LondfiooL yet;.! fieimavV inid Odondl IVfnk 
livoike, timliag ; ^Mrhyyoitt heart ^«U tk^ 
hsiite a.tibMsand tiaiesKyrer Ivjr ev^ fa^ 
gar jpott afte^f 

f^ No, na: I be «oa itiK^ ^ a »m irir 
t]ut," ]«]^Hed tiM gkKKXKi^ fvipag Jbii lapM 
iMfily mlh the Imok i>f hia halid^<Ai<l 
sitdii % iaMdle as iJmt Qwies too neiikgi-^ 
beggars are beggars^ and so to be tamtAMl 

•*-«Mt sbt ; Mr, is At bqg^pig any m^aph^ 
oidytQ:be]^dber biK— m I feMtaj^ 41^ 
as I was coming up." . 

^Hhw^HTt is jm aieginqgdawti^Tim Aay 
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g»^ the podh: < wmam^» ^p&titim, witibsot 
Mcfe^ it^tft ^*hm^4jm9^i wh» Wm look- 
ing 4^ ^ft^M0e#f^^i{M^ to tiyt^ heit of 
Iwiiiiidbii; ■' 

^ I should h» f^tktei m&k bSk siid.pe» 
fitftMM'&oift «i#nJb^ fiH mightprif I didiiot 
firi||[^d^. these fielfowis 0tit 4Df itfae tndc of 
brfnging fe^ to mc^'' ccaitiiHied Cdioinel 

blpdkheiid of a groom is but Just eome to 
iMna; heidtes iiot kttow yet hiyir to drire 
ttvvpjr a ^tfrr^bftt' ^*tt leeni; Tliey say, 
Ihrt 1^ Aina^oau ck^ dldiiiot kaow how 
toktflty till they Jbamt it Irom their dii- 
Kecd betters^" 

-. Colradl Fembrefce haUtually dxove away 
veieetieii^ aad okpoed ihe^^i^^ 

oiieiM^ hy • uoisy deckmatioiH <V oaiBiesef 

wit V •",•:•; 

At tile botiogi of the miged pi^M^ wiilbb 
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:Iie hair-drasser left 011 the table, tltt'ttMMr 

>f White was 8uffiden%Ti8iUe; "« Whke!^ 

^xelilnmed Mr/Pembidke, ^ as I hopr # 

Live and birathe, these Whites have beenr 

tbia half-year the : tonae&i of my iife.*^ -He 

started up, lang thelbi^ and give iaaMii 

diate mrdevs to his ser?Mt, ^tmttkeie tfkitei 

should nevar more be • Ist 'iiiy aad >that jM 

Taare oi their l^ls and pedtioniB in any <fetai 

whi^tever shouM be br6tt|^'ito fann. TB 

punish diem finr* thar kiiiettce^ ntnkH^ 

pay them one fiirtidng' 'tfcis' twekemon^if 

axid if the ^incian is net gdae, pray tefi he^ 

so-^I bid QasefhetdAai? pay theHt: if hfr 

haanotyit £S nofimltdfmkie. Let mi net 

bear a syUahk more abent it-^'U p»t ml^ 

the first of yon wh<> dates ilodisiibeyinei^ > 

'^ The woman is gone, I bdiere, sir,** said 

tfae £)otman .; ^^ It was not I let hecln^, and 

I refused to bring up the letter.^ '<^ 

, 'VYou did n^.. Let me hear pa mete 

abwt the m^klen-^ W^e 4diaU b« late at liie 

Ctowik and Andwr^ I beg your pard^, 

my deiEtr friend, for detaining yon 'so kn^*^ 

Whilst the Qolonel went to his jovial 
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MMtiDg^ wJbfive he "mm Ae fife mni vgaitd 
the ocnpae&y^ tfie poor immm setoned m 
dtojwy to: the piam v^wse her baAsiid 

We firtmir to^dncnbe Ihe iHimUie atii»- 
ta whidi tim findly weie eocMi reduced. 
Bqroni m Mrtain peni^ the fanmaa heart 
mrnmk fe^^einpaMiDii. 

Oho dajTi M jiane wui let w&ing from 
the pDMif, vhttte flhe had heen itiA'lier 
Mm^ abe mmiatt % « porter, ^v&o pat t 
hUbsf mCo hn hmds, iinea tamed down i 
mrowhne^aad waftoiitofagfat heforeiibe 
oould is^Hte fiom wkmrn he^aaie. TUm 
Aft Mftd the kttei; hcmrever, ehe eoidd aot 
hefeidiolit ■ itBPfwfeoi Mn. Cmtwi,9tA 
contokied tiieae voeds:^*^ 

^. Y4u <aa g£xi solhng by ymsr pmeat 
obstinacy — ^yoUJVte ^^mie of your &d»^' 
lywipm joa^iad o£ your moliier's heingi as 

Ae i% fieiiiy stsrrod todei^ You ea& 
isidiiew ihcm fron mimry'Mnie thi» dealh# 
nd fbot dMrm i& owe aad oiBOifort fer Ae 
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niaiinier of £ltab dflRM Be mnatei^ iSbef 
do not fipeik dsMBdy to yob, wfien fiiey 
pietend not to miit tkst ywr MQipliatio6 
should put an end to their present sufferings. 
It is yoa thai; ase omdi to 1lttm«-4t ia ^ou 
ihat are eruel to yoorsetf, ^uid eta Uaitfe 
nobody else. Tom vtof^ Kveall yovr day» 
in a house as good aa nmie, and hare a 
jpleittiM taUe served fiom one year % end t6 
anothor^ with aU die dUmtieo ef tlbaesteoff^ 
and you might he dressed as elegancy nUi 
the mosyt dl^aat kdy in London {wMch» 
by-the-bye, your heanty deo^rreiB), and yoti 
woald'have servants of your own, an^ a cat^ 
riage of your own, and noBiing to do a!ft 
day long hut toke your jdetenti^ And tifi 
ter ally what is asked of yon ?«-«i<mly to make 
a person happy, whom half the town wouM 
eovy you, that would make it a study to 
gratify you in every wish of your heart The 
person aUuded to you hav\e seen, sknd mcve 
thasa once, vrhea you hai^ heen talking to 
me itf wink m my patloor. He ia a very 
xkh and genennm gendeuia*. 'H^fouwiM 
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5193ft fiMcldl 1 My! tnia^-«tf ! not, ym. ud 
fmx6 mufli tdke die^coiiaeq[iieffpes.'* 



> > CotursewthedbqiMnteof tl»skttt^ 
#yjpeir$ Anacr eoMd not rend it witlioat 
MiMmki: it mftiediii bar leart a violent 
OOQttst. Virli^9 r wkk povwtjr and fumne, 
/If ere on we nde~^d Tiee,! mth afflhaenoe, 
)y»ir^ and e¥eiy woiidly pkamne on the 
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ifvbo hsTO been bivd up in tilie hp 
of lu&nry ; wfaom tbe fareatli of heaven lias 
xiOTer vbited toony^hly ; whose minds from 
tlieir oarliesiin&ncy have been ^noiided erea 
inth more ciure tban their perscms ; ^o in 
thedangerous seaaon of youth are sunounded 
l^y all that the sdiidt^Kb of experienced 
friendly and all that polidbed sodety, can 
detise for theiir aeeiirity ; are not peiiiaps 
owipetent to ju^fe of the ttoiptatums by 
mbkih beauty in the lower classes of life may 
be assailed. They Who have nerer seen a 
frikhec in ^Hson^ w a mother perish^r fyz 
want of^ihe absolute necessaries of life— 
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they who have sever tliemidT«i3Bn0im tke^ 
envfiiigs of fiiimiiet eaanot ftonn aii adbqiutor 
idea pf tluB poor fpsXu i^S&op^' and of tlw 
tenipiation to vftixSa she was now eipoML 
Siaie w<9pt*-«-6he hesitated«^a]id '^ ifav.i^^ 
that deliherates is lost.'' Pefffaa|M thoie, wi»> 
are tibe most trtily virtuous of her sex^iwifi Im^ . f 
tbe inost disposed to &el fiir tiib poor )caea4^ ; 
tuse, iftho ^vas literaDjr half iMBDoslied hefi»e 
het good leaolutiMa w^re cbfiquend; At 
last (^ yidded to necesdty* At the w^ 
ptntited hour, sl» was in'Mrs* Carver^ house. 
This woman reedved her with triumph-*^ 
she supplied Anne immediately with ftdd» 
and then hastened to deck out heUr vietim in 
the most attractire manner. The girl waa 
quite passive in her hands. She promiaed, 
though scarcely knowing that* she utteied 
the w(»rd8, to ohey the instructions that were 
given to har, and she suffered herddf with* 
out struggle, or apparent emotion ^ to he led 
to destruction . She appeared quite insensi* 
hie — but at last she was xoused fimn this 
^rtate of stupefaction, by the voite of a per« 
son with whom she found herftelf alone. The 
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^idiug at y wbaifM a youg and gay gentle- 
awDy pleMag both in bis perscm and mui- 
afltt, MttempteA bjr ev^ry posrible memis to 
xMbflniDfldf agreeable to her, to raise lier 
Hfiiitij 8^3 calm kor aj^reheniBMni; By de- 
gmB» Ida iniiiier clumged from levity to 
toidampBS* He reprefiented to her^ tliat 
be waasot a bmtal wretch, ^<^ oould be 
gratified by any imdi^Tt in vAAiJk tbe af- 
ftttiona of the lieart hasreno diaxe ; aodle 
awured her^ that in any eobnesdon ^b 
ahendgfat be prevailed upon to form ^ 
Iwm; di« akould be treated v^itHi hmfftsr and 

deKkiac^. •• 

Tcmbed by bminalin^r of speakings ad 
oi;«ipawered by the sense <rf her own atna- 
tiott^ Anne ccmld net reply one sts^ word 
to all he aaid^^lAit burst into an agony of 
teara^ and* sin^g on her knees he&ite bim. 
aolahned-- 

. <^ S4ve me ! save* me from mys^!— B<^ 
^Ua^ me to my patents, before they h'f^ 
reason to hate me.'* 

Hie gentleman seeined to be somewhat 
in doubt, whether' this was actings ot n^ 
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ture : but he raised Anne from the ground, 
and placed her upon a seat beside him.— 
" Am I to undarstand, then, that I have 
been deceived, and that our present meet- 
ing is against your own consent ? " 

" No, I cannot say that — O how I wish 

that I could 1 did wrong, very wrong, 

to come here — but I repent — I was half- 
starved — I have a fetherinjail — I thought 
I could set him free with the money- — — 
but I will not pretend to be better than I 
am — I believe I thought that, beside re- 
lieving my father, I should live all my days 
without ever more knowing what distress isl- 
and I thought I should be happy*— but now I 
have changed'my mind — I never could be 
happy with a bad conscience — I know — by 
what I have felt this last hour/' 

Her voice failed; and she sobbed for some 
moments without being able to jspeak. The 
gentleman, who now was convinced that she 
waa quite artless, and thoroughly in earnest, 
was struck with compassion ; but his com- 
passion was not tmmixed with other feelings, 
and he had hopes, that, by treating her with 

VOL. II. n 
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tenderness, tie should in time make it her 
wish to live with him as his mispress. He 
was anxious to hear what her former way of 
life had been ; and she related, at his request, 
the circumstances by which she and her pa- 
rents had been reduced to such distress. 
His countenance presently showed howmuch 
he was interested in her story— he grew red 
and pale — ^he started from his seat, asd 
walked up and down the room in great agi- 
tation, till at last, when she mentioned the 
nameof Colonel Pembroke, he stopped short, 
and exclaimed-^ 

** I am the man — I am Colonel Pembroke 
— I am that unjust, unfeeling wretch !— 
How often, in the bitterness of your hearts, 
you must have cursed me ! ^ 

" O no— my father, when be was at the 
worst, never cursed you ; and I am ^xre he 
wiU have reason to bless you now, if you 
send his daughter back again to him, ^ 
as she was when she left him."! 

" That shall be done," said Colonel Bem- 
broke ; '< and in doing so^ I .make some sa* 
orifice, and have some merit. It is time I 



should make some reparation for the evils 
I have occasioned," continued he, " taking 
a handful of guineas &om his pocket : but 
first let me pay my just debts." 

" My poor father ! " exclaimed Anne,— 
" to-morrow he will be out of prison." 
^ " I will go with you to Hie prison, where 
your father is confined — I will Arce myself 
to behold all the evils I have occasioned.*' 

Colonel Pembroke went to thcv prison; 
and he was so much struck by the scene, 
that he not only relieved the misery o^j^is 
family, but in two mouths afterwards his 
debts were paid, his race-horses sold, and all 
his expenses regulated,^ so as to render him 
ever "afterwards truly iadependent. He no 
longer spent his days, like many young'men 
of fashion, either in dbeading or' in . 
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